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I will r y Judges, as at the firſt, aud 
tby Comlſellors, as at the beginning : after- 
wards thox ſhalt be called, The City of Ragh- 
—_—— the ne: City. 
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Ee diſpoſals of GO D in bis Provi- O 2 
| dence with reference to the travels 
of Truth,. and bringing forth of. 
| Light , are much to be obſerved; 
_e ave much to be read in them- There: 
a been a great and overzruling bans 7 
ted, aud that very conffituouſly , . about. -- "Nj 
preſent Treatiſe. The Reverend ant, _ ': - > ® 
arged and eminently accompliſh ahi a VT 
"+ friſbed a Traftate with" this Ti 

os ad Subjef, near thirty years __ & 
'S time was nyt yet come. for its;Þ Rey 6 Re 

Ca + it periſhed therefore ip the rude Waves * 3 
n Gi Ocean,. with ſome _ other excel +. © 6 
ps. \ oi on Precious Chriſtians - 
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To the Reader 
Nevertheleſs, ſome ſeven years aftWFGod 
bim about it again, and then befiniſhed wha 
is now ( after wwemty years more _) thu 
made publick- Thus comes bis ſhort ani} 
nervous Treatiſe to have bad a danble, and 
fo. a more thorow digeſtion in the heart of 
fo judicious and boly a Servant of Chriſt! 
Nor are the principles and grounds be 
proceeded on ſuch «s our Anthor ſudden! 
or lately 400k up. He was of too ſerious 
weighty, and adviſed a ſpirit , *lightly 
take up, or ſuddenly to vent any fingul 
apprebenfions in the things of God. 1 
world be too long to relate , ( though 
could from bis own hand ) bow be was, 
firſt ſtaggered in his conformity , and afte?- 
wards fully taken off by ſet Conferences 
8nd Debates , with himſelf and ſundry 05 
ther Mrnifters obtained with Mr. John {-ot- 
ton then driven from Boſton ow accyw#! 
of Nonconformity. Nor am F will, , 
revive the Memory of what Affliciious 
Anthor afterwards underwent, becauſe 
could not be ſatisfied in Conſcience in th 
10 Points > viz. a particulay Charvchet be- 
F114 2 pory to a Claſlts, + Baptigzing its tbat 
latunde which was then pratiifed',” axndl\3h 


Bil in that Church, 10 which be had att eavn- | 
et Call, aud with which the Lovd gave hina 


a Very general aud great acceptances - 
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To the Reiter. 
certain it is , the Principles held fr in 
this Treatiſe, coſt the Reverend Author, nod 
only many ſufferings, but alſo = very 
many ſad ſearchings, and much reading,aud 
7 on ſet purpoſe , accompanied with 
manifold prayers and cryes #0 the Father of 
Lights fog light therem. Afﬀzer all which 


he was more 4nd more confirmed in them , 


and attained to ſuch comfortable clearneſs 
therein, as bore him np with much inward 
peace and ſatisfaftion under all bis afflitti- 
ons on the account of his perſwaſion in theſe 
Points.” And ſo perſwaded, lived, and ſa 
died this grave and ſerious ſpirited man. 
The Reader will find in it ( which is @ rare 
conjunttion ) mu:h ſuccineineſ5 with much 
Scripture clearneſs. Light contradied, like 
the Sun-beams in a Brrning-glafs , ts the 
ſtronger, and would be the more grateful 
too, if it could poſſibly meet with an Eye 
able to receive it. There are that think,, 
fd as they conceive from Scripture ' 


too, that the glory of the Saints in Heaven . 


receives additions, and increaſes daily , as 
their boly walk, and faithful ſervied when 
here on Earth , doth after they aw Yong > 
bring forth Fruit 30 the ale of God: 
mongft thoſe that are left bebind them. - If 
fo, they that ever had any value and affe- 
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Gon for this Eminent Servant of Chiles a 'Y 
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"oY L ne Read - 
( and there were, yea yet are many in whoſe 
hearts a precious remembrance of him lives, 
and will live for ever.) are engaged to 
read and improve this Excellent Work of his 
for. their inftrufion , and eſtabliſhment in 
the Truths of Chriſt. It was for ſeveral 
Moneths fince ſent over fron New-England, 
with deſire tYit it might be Primed.” The 
viſe and all-diſpohng Providence of God 
allotted this as the ſeaſon for it, and in his 
ſeaſon all things have a peculiar beauty; and 
it may be preſumed that the hearts of God's 
p-ople are more generally prepared for a rea- 
dy entertainment of light held out to them, 
and that the Lord will pleaſe to fulfil that 
good word of Promiſe upon all bis faithful 
and humbled people, Ezek. 43+ 11 | And 
if they be aſhamed of all they have done, 

Oc. ] 

There are two things run through this 
whole diſcourſe, and are ligible even in uy 
line of its 

I. That the power of Churches is con- 
fined to their Res Propria » their own pro- 
per matters- 

* 2+ That there is not any Spiritual 
Chrerch-power, to which they are by any In- 
firution of Chriſt ſubjeed. Two grand 
and Pillar-Principles of the Congregational- 
Ty J bw of them abundantly cleared 


(ot 


To the Reader: 
from miſtakes, and eſtabliſhed upon” Stysf« 
ture-foundations- | | 

Now the bleſſing of Heaven go with it \ x 
z lead the Reader into the truth of -Chrift in 
1 JT theſe Points, and to take off from the minds 
, 
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of ſuch of our Kulers , into whoſe - bands - 
this Book, may fall, all thoſe prejudices a- 
gainſt the Congregational-way . mwbich 3+ 
may have been unjuſtly miſ repreſented” au- 
der. For as in all the main matters of 
Faith and DoGrine we differ not from #be 
eſtabliſhed publick, Profeſſion of the King- 
dom, yea are much more tenacious thereof 
' than many ef our zealous adverſaries, ſoin 
thoſe things, which ſeem to be our moſt ſingu- 
lar Opinions ( aud wherein we difſer moſt 
from the publick, Profeſſion, and for which 
we have ſuffered, and are ready by the 
grace of Chriſt (till to ſuffer even worſey 
matters , if the will of God be ſo concern- 
ing us ) this Book, after many others , © 
which ſpeak, the ſame Language, may rex- 
der it plain and evident to impartial and 
#nderſtanding Readers , the Principles anth 
prafiices of the Congregational-way , at. 
not in truth ſo incompatible with thei; 
of the Supream Magiſtrate in , 
Religion , as ſome would repreſent , ui 
fuch as may render them ſufpetied to Ciao 
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"To thReader? | 
Savers, and that therefore we may not for 
#beſe « nr Pranciples be ==> rnworthy 


ds je peaceable dwelling in our native | 
the weal whereof 1s more dear to us 


than our lives , or att ontr private earthly 
Enjoyments itt its 


Fay 29, 
. 1672: 
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| Tertull. de Prefer, adv, 
 Heret,C apr, 


Onftat omnem DoQringm , que 
| "cum Ecclefiis f 
| cibus & originalibus ' 
veritati depurandam , id fine Tobi : 
tcnentenm quod Ecclcha ab Ap Ro- * © 
lis, Apoſtoli a Chriſto, Chriftus "©: 7 
* | Deo ſuſcepit: reliquam ver6_ om» "44 
nem DoR.inam de mendacio prix- 2, * I 
Judicandam , uz fapiat contra ve - 
ritatem Ecclefiarum., & Apdoſtolo. 
rum, & Chriſti & Dei, 
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hy . 
” 
'& - 
: 


mm, Aurhoritat utriq; conſentimus; 
atriq; credimus , utriq; ſervimus ; 
1bi quzramus Ecclefiam , ibi diſcu- 
_ tiamus Cauſami noſtram. | 


[” | Hieron. Epft. od Frtom & 
33 Alezandram. 
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Omnia robate,quod bonum eſt | 
renete-—eſtote probati nummularij, 
ut fi quis nummus adulter eſt,8& figu- | 
ram Czfaris non haber, nec-ſignatus 
* eft moneta publica,reprobetur , gut 

| goto Chriſti faciem claro prez ere. _ 
' "_ lumine, in cardis noftri marſupjum 
: recondarur, 


a am_ ww. ad. ,- 
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j The Churches Charter. | 


Containing Two Parts, 


1. The Conſlitution of particular wiſis +4 
ble Churches. _—_ J 
2. The Priviledges and Power gruew E: 
to ſuch Churches, BW 


Efore I proceed to exarnine Mrs "3 
Pagets arguing for the Eccleſis © ©, */98 
ſtical Juridical Power of Claſles, * ---, .-:? 

I ſhall poſitively declare -what'  \-.$ 

Joe, is given by Chriſt to particulas + Th 
Churches, after I have deſcribed their. cons*+*>=4 
* ſtitution according to Chriſt his appoints" 

| ment. In every of which particulars I PRs 

x ny fiſt in the metaphor of a a vp 7 
' If Corporation or body politick, ſuch as th Is "I; 

7 of the chiefeſt Ind -moft-perfe&t Cities 3 | 

» FF becauſe I find, that it -pleafeth the als 
Ghoſt-in Scripture, -frequeitiy .co-expy 7 

f this matter under this fanulitidt *.F 

ſhall not.venture to apply, it any uy tre 


thanthe light of Truth i in Scriptitggy 


a” vc oe... 8s W 


Le 


dire& and warrant : There we finde the 
z grand Chirter it felt, and the ancient Pre- 
x Cypr. 3" fidents of the 'firſt Chriſtian Churches t 
” 2.9.7; Planted by the Apoſtles: According to # 
| ep E P g TO! 
. _ $1 ſolus theſe Records I ſhall endeavour to declare 
S_ the mind of Chriſt, whom God the Fa« 
4 eſt "on de. CNEr commands us to hear, * in all things? 
bemus at- Whatſvever he faith unto us, and that un- 
-#.tendere ger adreadtul penalty, 4 Whence Cyprian 
* quid ali- qoth wel infer, If only Chriſt us to be heard, 
>. qu1s ante 
Enos faci- we ought not to attend what any before us 
- endum M#hbnght ſhould be done, but what Chrift, who | 
3 pavert, #5 before all, hath doae, and appointed to be 
K, - _ done. For we ought not to follow the cuſtom f 
f, - uhm , of men, but the truth of God, ſeeing the 


*-Chriſtus Lord ſaith by the Prophet Iſaiah, In. vain i 


# SE F 80 fa- 
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W 'y tece-. they worſhip me, teaching for dofrines the 
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s 
commandements of men. The Chatter, ac- ©; 
WE awe, cotding to which particular Churches are 
ET Nee c to be confiituted, and their power , ix * 
= nm homi- ,s 2yopria, is to be ſtated; we find in Mat- 
|. > %. I6+18,19. In the opening and explaining if 
mem Tequi whereof, I purpoſe, with Chriſt's aflifi- 
1 oportet,,. ance, to proceed in this methodz 1ſt,hand- 
py 62 ling the conſtitution - a particular viſible 
"MF "9 B(Ghurchz 21y, clearing the power of its -  * ! 
N Porfag « - The ended in Mar 16«:1$, hold forth | 
+ Fropte- 4 perfe&t Rule for the conſtituting ; of a | 
Rm PAs ible Church, of its cauſes, of which 3 
Ve: we hall ak fevemally and IANS 


the more largely, that the ſtrerigth of ſuch 
$ objections. as occurr, in each particular, 
| may be duly. weighed 3. and in handling 
| them, I ſhall obſerve this orders | wh 
I> I ſhall propound,: what I conceive »* 
to be the truth, in certain docrinal Con- þ 
cluſftons. 2. Explicate and conttrm them 
3- Deduce thence ſuch Conſectaries or In- 
ferences as freely low from thems 


CHAP. T 

Is He principal cthicient cauſe 3s Mr 
| TFT == in, this clauſe, I will build © +4 
ns my Church, | 1? whois that 2, even. he; y 
be | whom Peter had confeſſed in theſe woxds, +2 
= Thog art the Chriſt, the Son of he living © © 
reZ God. That is, Jeſus our Mediators 14, He - © 
4 * ſpeaks in the firſt Perſon, not in theilg< -; 
t. | cond: For Rog ag _ mcn as his in» 8% 

& ttruments, yet him(cl6by his, Spirit, huilds 3 
0 eth his Church, Zach. 46+ Mar br ty” 
-& calledybis Building, 1Cor-3-9. 2+ He ipeak$*+* 15% 
eY not-in the preter; or preſent teaſe, -hyt- 8 
'Y . in the future | I will build. ] For thaggh. 8% 
h 3 . Chriſt was yeſterday, is to. day; and fh 
a [} bc ever, the. builder of his Churchz-yet © 
1 
| 
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hethus ſpeaketh in a particular, reſpeghov. * PIE. 
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"4 
Teſtament, which ſhonld be bile ( after 
his Aſcenſion ) of - Fews and Gentiles } 
joyned into one body , pon the farndati- || 
on of the Prophets and Apoſtles, Feſus Chrift | 
being the Corner-Stone , &c. Epheſ. 2. 20, 
'"21, 22. The Concluſion hence is, h: 
1. Conch, That Jeſus Chriſt our Mediatour is the # 
only immediate Authour and Inftitutor | 
of particular viſible Churches. } That | 
.he ſpeaketh here of a particular viſible 
Church, and not of the Catholick Church, 
appeareth, by his giving to it the Keyes 3 
Which, we ſhall prove hercaftcr, are gi- | 
-ven only to particular Churches. 2. That | 
"Chriſt himſelf is the only immediate In- | 
ſtitutor of fuch Churches , may be evin- ? 
ced; 1. Generally, from Heb. 3. 3, 4, 5+ / 
2. Particularly, by Induction,thus 3 1. He 
1s the Door, by whom they that are orderly 
£.” -- "admitted , mult exter, Joh. 10.9. 2. He } 
5 5- "ſets the Members, every one of them, in that 1 
+. Placeand rank which they have 7 the Bo- 
Tz *- " oy, 1 Cor. 12+ I$.. and gifteth them ac- 
cording]y, Epbeſ- 4- 7. 3+ He compadteth 
the whole Body, Epheſc4. 16+ and firmly 5 
' knits the materials together in this Spiri- 
- tual building, 1 Pet. 2. 5. 4. He gives 1 
- the ſeveral Othces and Officers, Paſtors, : 
* Teachers, Ruling-Elders , and Deacons, 4 
1 Core I2s 28% Epbeſ.4. 8, Its »L He ap- 
; © pointeth 
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# 10; 11, 12+ and the Lords Supper, 1 Cor. 
p T1523, &. 6. He is the Law-giver to 
J his Ch 


- 


& 2 Cor, 12. 3- 8, The Cenſures have 
# their power and efhcacy from him , Rev. 


# the Ordinances is from his Inſtitution of 


4 the Decree and Donation of the Father, 
8 Pſal. 2.7,8. Fohnt3. 35. and 5+ 22, 23, 
$ 2. From the Redemption of his Church, 
3 Ad. 20. 28. Phil. 2.9, 10, 11. Matth: 


| hath delivercd them, and tranſlated chem = : 
# into his Kingdom, Col.1.13. . 


J and to caſt them into what mould he play BS. We I 


5 | 
pointeth the viſible Seals; Baptiſm, Col. 2. 


urch , Fam. 4- 12. 7. He is the 
Lord of all Church-Admininiſtrations , 


37+ 1 Cor. 5+ 45+ 9+ The bleffing of all 


them, and cffeQtual preſence with his 
Church and Miniſters diſpenſing them " 
Matth.28.19, 20. 

Thus he is by a three-fold right. 1.From Reaſe 


28. 18,19,20- 3+ From his conqueſt over 
the powers of darkneſs , from whence he 


In all theſe reſpects, _- many mote 
Jeſus Chriſt, our Mediatour , hath righ 
to inſtitute particular Chriſtian Churches, - 


\Þ_. 


ſeth. $0 =D 27 -” 
From this Concluſion , thus proved; Yau = 
_ ioſer r, as followeth. 
#8. Then - Jeſus Chriſt 5 PE 
iy Lond and 7 of ſuch apps - Sig 


05 Rs. | 
himſelf hath infticuted. Thus from | 
Chriſt's bnilding bis Howfe , followeth his # 
bring over the Hewſe , Hebrews 3. 3, 6, Þ 
And he is over it, as/ the Lord of it, Atv |} 
2- 36+ Andas the only Political Head of # 
it, in three reſpe&s, 1. Of Prehemi- | 
nence, as having the Spirit 1 a greater | 
meaſure than all his Members, Col. 1. 18, 
Fobn 3+ 34+ 2+ In reſpect of Govern-| 
ment, Epheſ.5. 22,23,24+ - 3» In reſpet 
of Influence, Joh. 15-5. and that , not only 
in reſpe& of common Gifts, whereot Hy- | 
pocrites partake, which, if they be joyn= 
cd to ChriſP's viſible Body , the Church, | 
are but dead Members, whom , as dead 
Branches in the Vine, God will take a- | 
way, andcaſt forth, Foh. 15. 2,6. but allo 
in rcfe&t of quickning Grace ,, whence i 
they are called, ArSo (avzr, 1. Pet. 2.5. 
Hence they grow wp'i# all things into him * 
which is the Heat, Chriſt _ are edify- # 
ing and ediffred Members in the Body, Eph. 
4+15 , I6s 

Nor 1s Chriſt the Head only of the Ca- ! 
tholick Church, but alfo of every particu- 
lar, Church inftituted by him., whith is! 
therefore frequently by Chriſt himfelf eal- | 
bed, the Kingdom of God , and of Heaven, * 
the King whereof is' Chriſt 3 'his hap ae 
© itible Believers, profefling their Faith 

Sf FY 7 In 
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| in him, and their fubje&ion to hisLawsAh, 
and Ordinances 4,2 Cor. 9. 13 This Soves- | 

6, raign power 1s ſo properly Chriſts, that it 

77 & is not communicable to any Creaturez nor 

of & can any man be his Subſtitute or Vicar 

3. & herein. For neither doth Chriſt , or his 

ex & Church need ſuch a Vicar, or vii ble Head 

$8. & of the Church, ſeeing the Church 1s.com- 
n- & pleat in Chrift alone , Col. 2. 10. Nor & 
& © any Creature capable of diſcharging the 
ly & Office ofan Head unto the Church, Epbeſ. 
/= & 1- 20,21,22, 23+ 

1-&K - 2+ Conſe. Then itis not in the pow- 

j er of Earthly Kings or States, or Civil 

4 & Courts, to make Eccleſiaſtical Laws, or - 
= & to invent and impoſe any Rites or Fornis 

o # of Worſhip upon Churches , according to 

e & Principles of Vate-Policy, or Humane 
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'® Prudence. Though Moſes was, as well a. a4... 3 
Y great Prophet, as a great Prince, yet God *'*ila,% 
« + left no part of the building of the Taber #*% % 
nacle to his prudence, bur limited him ins 7 | * 
all things to the pattern itz the Mount, 
_ Exod. 25. 40+ Nor might: {Solomey!, = 
& though the wiſeſt of meermen, act by his. . +4 
; & own wiſdom in. building the Temple i ; Chen. 
. F he was guided therein by the perfect 
J. «ern, which David gave. him from: 
Sphvic- 'Socon fe tiebroglea ure 
Unit hath given his ha a pri] | 
REP. | 
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: detit be diligently done for the Houſe of the 


Frerfi, which he requireth the Miniſters toi 
hold forth diftin&ly in every point of it, 
to his people z according to that Prophe-? 
fie in Ezeh. 43. 10, 11. That they may keep | 
the whale Form thereof, and all the Ordinan* 
ces thereof, and do then, which alſo Chriſt 
expreſly requireth in Matth-28.19,20. 

3» Conſe, Then every particular vi- 
fible Church muſt exalt Chriſt and his In- 
ſtitutions alone, in their whole Church- 
Order, andin all their Admiſtrations. This 
35 their viſible receiving Chriſt Feſus the 
Lord, aud walking in him , Col. 2-5, 6. 
The Church is Chriſt's Houle; and it's e» 
qual, according to Natural light , and ci- 
vil prudence, that every man ſhould bear | 
Rule in his own Houſe, Efth.1. 22. Much * 
more Chriſt, whois Gag and Man, Ar- | 
taxerxes ſhall riſe up in judgment with all 3 
ſuch as incroach upon Chriſt's Right, in ' 
ordering Churches by their policies, and 
condemn them 3 for he, fearing the jea- 
louſy and wrath of God, if men ſhonld 
take ſuch liberty to themſelves , provided 
apainſt it, by a ſtrict Decree, ſaying, hats | 

. er i commanded by the God of Heaven, 


: 
: 


God of Heavey \ for why ſhould there be 
prath againſt the Realm ? &c, Eftb. 7.23 
Nox 1s the wrath of Cittift leſs formi- 


4 2 >» 1 
% 
% | 


(9) «h 
to Mable to us, or his jealouſie leſs incenſe 
it, Tygainſt thoſe, that, either add to, or take \ 
he- from, or alter his Inſtitutions now , than 
eep Wn times paſt 3 but rather more, Heby.12. . 
24 F25- to the end. 
rick ® So much ſhall ſerve touching the Efh- 
cient Cauſe and TInftitutor of parti- 


Vis cular vifible Ehurches, 

n- E Sh 
h- 
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be 


6. Concerning the Material Cauſe, 


Cy 
1- kn Materials whereof this Spiritual 
ar | Building muſt conſiſt, are implycd, 
b '} when Chriſt ſaith, Von this Rock, will I 
r- i build , &c, together with Peters confeſſi< .. i) 
11 7 on, in ver. 16. and Chriſt's approbation &f--. 
n 3 it, ver. 17+ which gave occaſion to this * 
d 7} Speech of Chriſt, Upon this Rock , &c. For + * 
i- WW the Rock is Jeſus Chriſt , 1 Cor. 3. 41+ 
Put how conſidered ? not ſimply, and mm 
an abſtra& ſenſe; but, 1. As Preached by 
the Miniſtry of the Goſpel , Epheſ. 2. 20; 
2. Asbelicved on with a Faith made vis © 
ſible by publick confeſſon , according to 
Roms 10. 9, 10. + Chriſt believed on; © 
the Foundatiop , 'or Rock, of the Cathos 
lick inyilible Church ; But Chriſt believed 
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ni confolre F isthe Rock whereupog 
FE kate vilible Church is built. 


4 / this Expoſition , fandry of the roo, F, 
”G) 9% fl. i. Writers, ( 4) and the Orthodox Moderny 
i ad: Gre generally conſent. 
& © The Dodtrinal concluſion, which cheſt 
Kon if yang the Quater afford US , CONCETNs 
ing the materials icular viſib 
ns Churches, is, that, £4 
*47. Ambr.. 2+ Concluſup. It is the will and aps 
in Eph. 2. pointment of Chriſt , that -all and only 
by _ ſuch grown perſons be admitted Members 
W248 c.21, Of particular Churches , who make ſuch 
| x a publick profeſſion of their Faith , as the 
Church may, in charitable diſcretion; con- 
ceive, hath bleſſedne(s annexed' to it , and 
as fleſh andblood hath not revealed | 
but our Heavenly * Father. ] 
Chriſt hexe meant a .particular * 
Church , and not only.the.Catho- 
lick Church, we have partly evinced alrea- ' 
dy, and ſhall more fully hereafter, .2+ That 
perſons meant by Chriſt here, are adalti, 
grown perſons, appeareth by his queſtions 
fo the Apoſtiles, bom do men; ſay 7 and , 
whom do ye ſay, that T am ? and, by Peter's 
anſwer. As for Infants, they are indeed * 
Membetsf the Church, and, as ſuch;Bap- 
ized 3 yet it'is ſo, only agthey are Inchu- | 
ged in their Parents, by vertue of rhe C 


+ 


UPonpenant, wherein they are wrapped with » 

' ToShheir Parenits \\Gen- 19-9. Ads 2. 38, 39- 

ING Cor7, 14+ 3» That ſuch adwlrs;,- or 

S&rown perfons , muſt make a publick con- 

Wcſſion of Faith before the Lord and his 

FWpcople. ] So Chriſt required-Peter to do 4 

ere , and{\yhen he hadſo done, ſaid i” 

riſt, Vpon this Rock I will build my 

hburch \ vis. in after times. For no pat- 

ticular Chriſtian Church was aCtually con- 

ſtitated, at this time , nor till after the A(- 

ers i cenſion of Chriſt, in A&. 1: 9. d Then 

ch EF cake this courſe , and ever after ,. the 

he © World over, if you will have aparticu- 

n- 9 lar Charch to be acknowledged by' m&to 

nd WY be m building. 4. That their Confelſi- 

ed BY on of Faith muti be © made , as that*the _-. 
1 & Church may, ir charitable diſcretion'on- - 

r = ceive tt to have blefledneſs annexed, &t. 

> 7 For feeing it pleaſeth Chrift toufe Men as 

= 2 his Inſtruments in building his Church, 

t Zach. 6. 15+ Epheſe 4-11,12. He is content 4 

» MW that they improve the judgment which «4 

5 FF they have. Chriſts judgement 'contern- x1 

, WM ing Peter was infalliblez for be knew whin 

 & was in man, John 2:25.' But the Offf»- 

J ers and Members of the Church are 

JF ;men, who jwdge bythe omtroard app 
« *7' Sam» 16-74 +. Therefqre their judgment 

| ble, and hath been deeciveds as we 
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ſe in the judgement of the Apoſtles and 
the Church at Feruſalem concerning Ana 
#nias and Sapphiraz and in that of. Philip, 

. and the Church in Samaria concerningij 
Simon Magus, 8c. Theirduty is to pros} 
ceed as far as men may, by Rule, with due 
moderation and gentleneſs, to try them, 
who offer themſelves.to fellowſhip , whe» 
ther they be Believers, or not 3 refuſing 
known Hypocrites 3 though whitk-they 
have done all they can, cloſe __— 
will creep in. 5. That allthey who hold 
forth ſuch a profeſſion of Faith, as the 
Church may, in charitable diſcretion, con- 
ceive to be true,are to be receiv'd.]Though 
ſome of them hae been formerly ſcanda- 
lous , yet now holding forth repentance, 
they are to be received, 4 Cor. 6-11. and 

though ſome are at preſerit; weak in Faith, 
yet, if we may conceive that the «Lord 

hath received them, the Church muſt re- þ 
ccive them, Rom-14-+ 1, 3. For Chriſt ap- 
proved this confeſſion of Peter, though he 
was at preſent but weak in Faith, as the 
following Story in this Chapter, #.22,2 3+ 

clearly ſheweth. 6. That none but fd; X 
be admitted into Church-fcllowſhip. -For 
this Chapter limits the Church , to accept 
only fuch. Upon this Rock, will T build, 
wy Church. 3. 6+ Chriſt belieyed on ,;and 


(13) 
blickly confeſſed. A meer verbal con- 
raMcilion is not that Rock. For the Devils 
lip Mrade ſuch a confeſſion of Chriſt, yet were 
Dot built on him, Lxke 4-34-But this con- 
ffion of Peter was ſuch as held forth his 
aith in himz as appears by Chriſt's 
hree-fold Elopgy, or praiſe of it. 1. From 
is effect. Bleſſed art thou, &c,as, Foh. 17-3» 
>. From the procreant cauſe of it : Not 
leſh and blood, but my Father bath revealed 
it, as Mat. 11-25, 26- 3+. From the title 

1þ&%5, or Peter , before promiſed , Fobn 
I- 42+ and now confirmed to him, fignt 
fying a Stone whereby Chriſt , not only 
acknowledgeth his faith , and that he was 
thereby a living Stone, and fit to have a 
principal place in this Spiritual > a», 
d W( in which ſenſe, Peter applycth a like title "0 
?, Mto othes Believers, 1 Pet+2s 4, 5+ who yet | 
4 & were inferiour in degree to-himſelf )..hut - 


Y alſo giveth him this Prerogative-and Ho 
nour, that he ſhould be the firſt Planter of 
the Chriſtian Church, both amongſt the 
Fews, Act. 2. and the Gentiles, Act-1547+ 

The Concluſion may be confirmed by 
two Arguments in the Text. þ 
I-. From the name whereby he:calleth *(#® bo] 


this holy Society , inunAnvolau ( amd. T2! 
EKKAAGV ) a Church 3 7s Co A company called "Ig I - 
is 


out. Whence ? ſee Fob-15. 19+ To ar dud 
SY C 


, 


n, 


| 14 
See 1 Cor-1, 2+ How ? Not only by affivelfl i 
vocation, by mans miniſtry, exhortingſf} c 
them to repent and believe: $0 ſundry are a 
» called, who are not, in the leaſt, wrought} 0 
N 
C 


upon to anſwer that call, but put it offf 
(as they who were invited to the great 


Supper, Luk. 14-18. )with excuſe, Such are { 
called, but no Church. Therefore more{{ j| 
is required to qualifie for memberſhip off a 
a viſible Church, viz. paſſive vocation, P 
whereby they are wrought upon to an-| n 


fwer Gods call, by ſubmiſſion thereunto, - c 
at leaſt, in outward profeſſion , though f 
fome do it but fezxedly, Pf. 18.44» Saints, a 
by internal and inviſible calling, are ſuch, MF u 
as anſwer Gods call inwardly and fpiri- 
tually. Saints, by external and vitible cal- 
ling, are, ſubdued to yeeld obedience to 
the Word in viſible profeſſion. Thus, all 
that were called into the Vineyard, had 
{o. much efhcacy of the Spirit in them, 
that they all came into the Vineyard, and. 
labourcd in it, though not with like-ſin- 
cerity- Mat.-20+ According to this clauſe 
+1Cor.i.2, Of the Chapter, the Churches planted by 
Eph.1.2, the Apoſtles, were conſtituted, for the 
*:Tbeſ.1.1 tnaterials of them 3 elſe the Apoſiles could 
1 ord2-27 not have given both the F members and 
, & 6.15 * Churches ſuch lygh titles; as they did 
|. aFim.z.15 Nor did they. by:thele titles Aelaube tes 
Weg gf - av 
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invifibk Church only, but viſible Chug 
ches- For to ſuch,Paxl wrote his Epiſtles; 
<# and the like expreſſions are applyed, in 

© other texts,maniteſtly to viſible Churches, 
{J Nor do thele titles deſcribe particular 
Churches only according to the better 
fort of members, but ſuch they did, in the 
judgement of chriſtian charity, 'conceive 
all their members to be, as Paxl told the 
Philippians, Phil. 1. 6, 7. which he could 
not have ſaid if he had not known the 
>» care of the Church, in admitting per- 
kh} fons into memberſhip with them, to be 
s.M according to the' conclufion noted by 
1, 8 Us» 
- From Chriſt's appropriating ſuch. a Reaſ.z. 
-& particular Church to himſelf, owning it 
» & for his | my Cherch] q. d. T own any 
1} Church thus built by my (elf to be my 
18 Church 3 according to that in A. 2.49; 
* The Lord added to the Church daily ſuch: as xs. 
I. ſrorld be ſaved. The Lord added then. R 
How ? Not only by giving them ſaving 
faith, and ſo adding them to the iyilibla 
Church, but alſo -by his inclining; theis 
hearts to offer themſelves unto thedeh-.- 
lowſhip of the viſible Churcly, 9&6” 
profeſs their faith before, thena #nakig 
bowing; the hearts of the” Apotit 
Brethren to-receiye them into viable 
\ 2 | 
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munion of viſible Ordinances z as appear« 
eth, »41,42.. Thus he added them, daily 
eo the Church; "which-cleares it to be an F 
a@ of the Lords Grdinary diſpenſation, | 
and therefore preſidential to the Churches 
in their ordinary practice. They, who þ 
were thus added, are faid to be ſuch as 
ſhould be ſaved. That is 3 they were ſuch, 
either in the judgment of the Lord, which 
is infal{iblez or in the judgment of the 
Church, which is fallible. The Church 
looked at them, according to their fruits, 
vize their profeſſion of faith, and their 


Chriſtian converſation, obſerving ſo much 


in both, that they ſaw reaſon, in charity F 


guided by rule, to conceive them to be in 

a ſtate of Salvation. Such were the three } 

thouſand _ of in v. 41. as appeared Þ} : 
e 


by their affkeRionate and ſubmillive inquz- 
- ringof the Apoſtles, whom they mocked || 
' before, what they ſhould do to be ſaved, | 
being, pricked in their bearts. v« 37. and af- þ 
terwards, by their gladly receiving the 
Word, both of promiſe, tor themſelves 
and their Children, . with faith; and of 
precept, to repent and be baptized, and to 
themſelves from that froward generati- 
on, with obedience. True it is, that they 
could not in one day make fo; large ac- 
counts of Gods work upon them, as are 


commonly 
. « My. 4 
oo 
—_— —— 
Y S . - . 
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"T9 
commonly hekd' forth in out | Gurthes : 
nor do we effeft too large naxzations, but 


# with ſuch paſſages, as are ſuperfluous, left 
F out : And at that time, leſs was needful 
| to be expreſſed, than neceſſity calls for as 
| mong. us, ordinarily: For the Apoſtles 


had a more quick Spiritual diſcerning, 
than ordinary Officers ' and Churches 
have. And concerning the three Thouſand, 
Af. 2. the manner of their offeringthem- 
ſelves to Church-fellowſhip, viſibly at ſuch 
a time, when ſuch viſible confeſſion of 
Chriſt was with manifeſt hazzard to their 
lives, gave good ground tothe Apoſtles 


# and the Brethren,of conceivin g ®Maritably, 


that they were all of them in a ſtate of 
Salvation, and ſuch as the Lord himſelf 


| added to the Church: In theſe places and 
| tlmes, where Church-fellowſhip is ati 
E honour, and drawes after it ſundry out- 
8 ward and worldly advantages, it will be 
| neceſſary. that the Church be ſatisfied, as 


by ſufficient teſtimony concerning their 
good converſation, ſo by their holding 


orth their confeſſion of faith, both.que” 


creditur,and qu1 creditur, of the 
of Faigh » and of the Gift of Faith, 
pod how it works in 

x his Treatiſe T 
Kyo wil 2A ls: 


tryals. And this care ſuits the nature of 
Church-power , which is delegate. and 
ſtewardly. For, as the faithfulneſs of a 
Steward bindeth him to receive none in- 
to his Lords family, but according to his 
Lords mind and appointment 3 {o the 
faithfulneſs of the Church unto Chriſt ob- 
ligeth them to receive ſuch into this ho- 
ly fellowſþip, as they may, in charitable 
diſcretion, conceive, the Lord receiveth 

and addcth thereunto. | 
Againſt what hath been ſaid, two ob- 

jections are made, - 

Obje8. 1. Ob). Chriſt received ]udas,vhon be knew 
to be a bypecrite,into fellowſhip of the twelve. 
Anſw. 1. Anſw. 1. Not into a particular viſible 


Chyrch 3 for no ſach was then gathered. 


2. Chrilt hdd a peculiar reaſon for it, w** 
doth not conccrn Churches, Foh. 13. 18. 


ObjeGF.2.  _ Obj. 2. Chriſt himſelf compareth viſible } 


Churches, to a Ficld, wherein are Tares , to 


| A a Draw-N:t, which gathers good and bad 


Fiſhes > to tenVirgins, of which five were} 


fooliſh, and, the Churches planted by the 


« Apoſtles had in them ſundry Hypocrites, and 


ſeandatous perſons. . 
| Anſw.. Such places ſhewg,, "That, in 
£1. cifible Churches ſomecinabairices 
4 are mixed, Either by th k 


fault of thole that ſhi 


- FB 


'" 


m— 
Thence the Tares : or by the wylineſs 
of Hypocrites, who creep in unawares, 
Fude. as the bad Fiſh cathe into the net 
under water: or they pretend ſaving gifts, 


as the five fooliſh Virgins ſo, falſe Bre- 


thren, Gal«2.4: 2+. The pureſt Churches 
may be blemiſhed with ſcandals, till they 
can orderly proceed againſt thetn 3 but 
then they tmuſt be caft out. Therfore they 
knew not that they were ſuch betore. 
From this 2d concluſion,thus explained 
and cogfirmed,we may infer as followeth; 


If this be ſo 3 then nivre is required, Conſe. x 


as the eſſential property of Church-mem- 
bers, as viſible, than that they profeſs 
before men the Faith, crave fellowſhip 
with the viſible Church, and deſire the 
vilible ſeals of ,the Covenant. For men 
may have all theſe.three properties, who 
are notoriouſly ſcaridalous in their: lives, 
Drunkards, Adulterers, prophane Swear> 


rs-and Curſers 3 in a word, ſuch as ave * 4 
deſcribed, 2 Tims 3+ 2, 3, 4+ Who bave a*  --. 
form of Godlineſr, denying the power of it, | 
oncerningWwhom the Apoſlile's charge * 

run away, v. 5. If in th» 


E, the People of God milift ? > vans 
& negdleſs familiarity Wits _ 

FlefS may they- peceive that® 
hal fellowſhip and frateraſtye” ©. 


p- £ Cv ” 
hart RE: - 7; 
FG id » 4 . 
- _ o F# > T4 oY n 


from ſath 


yo: HTS 
. a wi 


__ 


| ConſeQ-2 


k $ p 
P 
: 


as Peter did here before Chrift;az 
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Tf ſuch; being Members; muft be caſt out, 
certainly, being, out of Church-fellowſhip, 
' they may-not be received in, whileſt they 


continue ſuch. | 
If Chriſt will build his Church upon 
this Rock; then it is the bounden duty 


. of Churches to ſee; ſo far as they can ac- 
cording to rule, that all whom they re- 


ceive into Church-fellowſhip, be viſible 
Believers, ſuch as have been deſcribed in 
the Concluſion above propounded , ecx- 
plained, and proved ; left otherwiſg they 
build without a foundation» Particularly; 
I.. They are to ſce, ſo far as in charity 
they may diſcern,that they are Beleivers in 
Chriſt z Elſe,they.cannot-anſ{wer the titles 
given them im Scripture,. 1Pet.2-4, 5» nor 
the-praiſes given unto Peter ſo confeſling 
Chriſt, that Chriſt ſaid, Upon this Rock, T 
will build my Church. 2. They are to ſee, 
that they profeſs their Faith and Holineſs 
in a good converſation, Phil.1.27. Fam-3. 


" 22, 13. For they that profeſs they know 


God, but in their works deny him, are abo- 
minable, Tit-1.16- 3- And in a publick 
cantefhon of their faith before the Church, 
id the 
Apoltles, &xc- Only, becauſe the*@hurch 
cannot ſee the heart immediately, a$&hnf 
did Peter's, the confelhon of faity1 


What be ſaith, qugbt to be diligently weigh- Hcy 


ag ſo-far ſatisfied with - what they-have 1P x 
*123)14 : C heaad 4 


fo men muſt hold forth the gift of faith, 4 
as well as the do&rine of faith. & Caf- 1 
in underfiood thoſe words, Santtifie the 
Lord God in your hearts, ax be ready al- 
wayes to give an anſwer #0 every man that [jus 
acketh you a reaſon of the bope that is in yore in —_ 
1Pet.3-15. Calvin's note upon it, 1s this ; eſt, ſpei.} +1 
| Hope,here,is,by a $ynechdoche, put for faith. "© , 


els 2 
ed. For it fignifieth, that God approvetb Gd cartel 


orlly that confeſſion, which proceeds out of the tur. Expens 
heart : ours unleſs faith refide within, rus 
the tougue will babble in vain. Therefore wn 
faith muſt be rooted in us, that afterward #t nificat mw. 
may bring forth the fruit of confeſſion» md, cam ceny 
when all this is done, the Brethren are to Conſe uy 
conſent in receiving them, aud herein to _ que * 
ſhew forth the gentleneſs of Chriſt (who ex corde. * 
will not break, a bruiſed reed, nor quench A 4 
ſmoking flax ) in giving due encourage» Tre We. 
ment tc the weak in faith, if they'fee cauſe gear tides, 4 
to conceive, by rightly ordered charity, gar4/? 


that the root of the matter is in them. -7 Y 


A 
- 


tance, till better fatis 
from the primitive pattern, in A. 9.-26. 7 


However, the Ofhcers muſt propoundt 6. aum* ' 
to the Brethren, to declare, whet | Tl 1 


3 
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heard, that they do conſent that ach ſhall 
be revteived into their fellowſhip 3 as Peter 
put a like queſtion to the Brethren that 
went with from Foppa, concerning 
the Baptizing of Cornelius and thoſe with 
him, upon whom: the Holy Ghoſt fell 
Pp Af-10« 44,45,46+ &ce 

3+ Conſ. If upon this Rock [Chriſt be- 
* lieved -- and publickly confeſſed, by 
grown peaſons | the Church of Chriſt is 
to be built; then the Children of the 
Church, who were Baptized in their in- 
fancy, when they come to be of ripe age, 
muſt hold forth publickly their perſonal 
confellion of Faith, that they may be ad- 
mitted to the Lords Table, and fellow- 
ſhip in Voting and in Elections and Cen- 
ſures, in their own perſonal right. But, 
if they be found groſly ignorant, or pro- 


- phane, or profefling a'talſe taith, or deny- 


ing the true Faith, or contemners of 
Churgh-fcllowſhip , and the Ordinances 
pf Chriſt, or do not, according to this 


clauſe of the Charter, publickly profeſs | 


their faith, and crave Church-fellowſhip, 
facy may not be owned for Members, by 
their admiſſion unto the Lord's Table, and 
unto other priviledges of Church-gom- 
munion, -in their own right, but are-to 


be declaxed nonzmembers, In Jens 


- "i 


———__ 


” 
terity, when the Lord *brought them to. 
Canaan, that ſtanding Ordinance of pre» 
ſenting unto the Lord, before the Prieſt, 
their firſt Fuits, every year, with ſuch a 
ſolemn confeſſion made by all grown If{- 
raelites, as is appointed in Dext. 2652+ito 


16. was a vilible prefeſſion of their Faith » 


and Obedience, ſuited to the condition of 
that Church and time, in performance 


whereof, they avouched the Lord to be their © 


God, and to walk, in his wayes, and keep 
his Statutes, and his Commandments, and 
his Tudgments , and to hearken unto his 
Poice : and the Lord avonched them to be his 
eculiar People, &c, v. 16,17,18. And the 
ike, it not greater, care was had of the 
profeſſion and converſation of the Sons 
of ſtrangers, the Children of ſuch Profe- 
lytes, as were admitted into the Church of 
Ifracl, 1/a.56. 6,7. Fob Baptiſt alſo requi- 
red of afl, whom he admitted unto his 
Baptiſmie, a repenting=Eeonfeſſton of their 
ſins, and that they ſhould believe on him 
which ſhould come after him, that is, on 
Chriſt Jeſus, A. 19. 4."warning them, 
not to' reſt in this, that Abrabam was 
their Father, Mat. 3- 9, Anſwerably, the 
Primitive Churches required of all grown 
perſons, 1+ Viſible Repentance, in caſt of 
open ſeandals, 4.19.18. 2.to joyn there 
"5 C'4 wit!) 
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with a publick prafeſſion of their Faith in. 
Chriſt, 49.2.39+ 3+ A profeſſion of their 
| ſubje&ion to the Goſpel of Chrilt, 2Cor, 
{. — 9-13. And after the Apoſiles dayes, the 
ancient Churches, they had their Paniten- 
zes, ſuch as held forth their Repentance 
. publickly 3 and theig, Catechmeni, who 
were of two ſorts, 1, Such as had been 
Pagans, and were jnftructed by being 
catechized in the Chriſtian Faith, that 
EE they might crave Baptiſme when they 
ſhould be found fit, aud then yere called 
B Competentes : In the interun, they were 
Ly Tertull. called Andientes, or, Auditores. * 2, Such 
| 1. dep*- as having been Baptized in their Infancy, 
b- nit. <6. hen they did nounibil adoleſcere, were 
| Pre Hz. Catechized, and being found to be Be- 
* ret. c. 4, lievers, were CY by impoſition of 
E9?r.1.3. Hands, and admitted unto the Lords Ta- 
- $77: ble, and unto the: full fruition - of all 
Church-priyikdges. Theſe, Clemens cal- 
leth Incipientes ©: Novitios, and fo do o- 

» thers, from 1T:m.3-6, As the Myſtery of 
Iniquity wrought higher and more cfe- 
Etually to advaiice Papal uſurpation, by 
the ſpoils of Churches, this cuſtom, in the 
right ule of it,ceaſed 3 and Popery retained 
pnly the name of Confirmation, but, cor- 
pted the thing, and turned, it Snto a 


Serum, lining 166 Adminiſain 
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cuſtom was continued in England, after 
they renounced the Pope. But, as Luthey 
in Germany , ſought to introduce the 
right uſe of it into the Churches there z 
So did Cranmer, under that Godly Kin 
Edward the 6th, endeavour in Exgl 
aud committed the peruſal and cenſure of 
the Common-Prayer-Book, to that godly, 
learned and moderate Theologue, Bucer 3 
who examining the Book, found, among 
ſundry other things, © That thoſe which 


*were to be confirmed, mult ſay the Apo- Cenſura 


© ſitles Creed,the Lord's Prayex,aud the ten V 
* Commandments, and an{wer the Queſti- 


* ons of the ſhort Catechiſm. Bwxcer's cen= pccleſ 
* {ure upon it is thus : This requires di- cap. 17: 
* igent ponderatien. It they think it (ut. 


* ficient, that the words of this Confeſſion 
© be recited, God abhorreth ſuch as con- 
* fels him in words, and their heart is far 
* from him. Nor is Catechizing inſtituted 
*to this end, that they ſhould anſwer in 
© words only, That they. believe in God, 
© and will keep his Commandments. The 
© Lord faith, Teach them to obſerve and 
* do, and not only to ſpeak 3 and he requi- 
© reth ſugh Worſhippers, as worthip him 
*in ſpiritand in truth. But, it a true Cons» 
t {eſlion of Faith, and profeſſion of Obediy 
| | en 


© ence, ſuch as ſhould be required of ad1tz, 
© 5rown perſons, unto Baptiſm, be meant 3 
© fuch a Confeſhan of Faith muſt be re- 
© quired, as may be judged, not to be born 
<©n the mouth, or gotten only by humane 
© teaching, but 'allo it muſt have thoſe 
© fignes in the life and manners, that it 
© ought to be received of the Churches, 
© as | coming, from an heart truly believing 
© the Goſpel, and* the Dofirine of the holy Spi- 
© it. For though the Church cannot look 
into the hearts of men, yet they ought to 
' Judge of _trees by their fruits : which 


.... fruits, afterwards, he declares at large. 


But I haſten to the next point, having 
been the larger in this, becauſe it is a ſub- 
ject of no lels importance than diſpute, in 
reference to the queſtion under ſo much 
agitation | 


_ 


__— = 


CHAP. II. 
Concerning the formal Cauſe, 


He formall cauſe, or that which 
'T gives eſſential being to this Church, 
'1s here held forth in a Metaphor, taken 
from houſes. For, cio, ptoperly 
- Lignifies, to build an houſe of ng 
| 7 | mm £7 fitly 


fly joy ar J 


", e BY . 
coffiÞattcd together : but 
Chriſt doth not here ſpeak of the ſtructure 


of a material houſe, but of the conſtitut- - 


ing of that holy Society, which he calleth 
bis Church, under the metaphor of build- 
ing an houſe, which every way ſuits the 
matter he ſpeaks of- For, as a material 
houſe (ſuppoſe, of ſtones) is built by or- 
derly placing and ſtrongly cementing 
them together, which before were either 
ſcattered ſtones, or a confuſed and looſe 
heape, but not an houſe, till they were 
thus framed and compacted together : {6 
this holy Society, the Church of Chriſt, 
ariſeth from the coadunition, or knitting 
together of many Saints irito- one, by an 
holy Covenant, whereby they, as lively 
Stones, are built up a ſpiritual Houſe, 1Pet« 
24,5 And as the natural body of a man 
15 built, by an orderly joyning and firmly 
knitting the parts together ; So is" the 
Church of Chriſt built by the 'mutnal Co 
venanting of the Saints, the -Members of 
the Church, which is called the Bodyof 


Chriſt, where the Members of it are oy 


orderly and firmly knit to. the” Head, a 


holds in Cities and Families, which axe 
thus built alſo ; and therefore the Apoltle 
(peaketh of this matter, under the 


metaphoy, 


— 
w. % 
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matephor, in Epbeſ.2-19,20,21. The con- 
Uluſion from hence is, that 

It is the will and appointment of Jeſus 
Chriſt, our Lord, that his Churches, un- 


_ der the New Teſtament, be .conſtituted, 


in xeſpe& of their eſſential form, by the 
publick mutual covenanting of the Saints, 
with the Lord, and one with another. 
Though all men ſeem to grant, that 
every Church of Chriſt hath its being from 
« Covenant ( for which cauſe, they that 
want an explicite Covenant, do yet- plead 
their implicite Covenant to maintain the 
truth of their Church-ſtate) yet ſuch di- 
Iputes are raiſed againſt the Church Cove- 
nant, that T am compelled to handle this 
point alſo the more largely, that the truth 
concerning it, may be the better cleared 


and ſetled. I ſhall therefore, with the 


help of Chriſt, ſhew, 1. To what end it 
ſervethz 2. what it imports 3+ prove it 
to be the Ordinance of Chriſt 3 4. draw 


ſome conlearies from the Concluſion. 


; #4» The next endof their confederating 
35to engage themſelves to ſubmit one to 


*#another in the Lord, & to cleave to Chriſt 


and his Rules, and to one another in him, 
-mutually, and to walk together, accord- 
-10gly.,in the uſe of all means ſantificd and 


-appointed by him for attaining the ends 


of Church-communion, 2+ The 
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Covenant, is fore-told, as that which 


" another, Lev. 19+ 17. Dent. 29+ 18. with 


. P ” ; 


- 2+ The Covenant it ſelf imports two 
things, 1. On the Lords part, if implyeth, 
(1.) the Lords giving them his Covenant 
for themſelves and their ſeed, Gen 17. 7. 
(2.) His giving them hearts to take hold 
of his Covenant, accordingly, Iſa. 56-45, 
67+ where you fce, the Eunuch's and the 
ſon of the ſtranger's taking hold of the 


ſhould be previous to the Lord's giving . 
them a place in his houſe, and bringing theme 
into his boly Mountain (that is, joyning, 
them to his viſible Churches under the 
New Teſtament) when the Church ſpall 
be called, an houſe of prayer to all Nations, 
v.7- 2, On the Saints part; their cove- 
nanting for themſelves, and for their ſeed, 
to he the Lord's People, and to walk in 
his waics, De«t-29.10,11,12+- and to cleave 
firmly one to another, viz to their Offi-* 
cers and Brethren, Dent. 12+. 19+ Neh«10« 
29. with mutual watchfulneſs one over: 


Heb-1 2. 15,16, and with. mutual fubmilli- 
on to Chriſt, and to one another, tn'him» 
2Cor-9-1 3. 

3- Such Covenanting is Chriſt's Or- 
dinance unto the Churches under the New 
Teſtament 3 this is proved, | RO 

From the parity of xealon between the- a, » 

7 Churches I -* 


wo 


__ = Gircumciliou for the viſible 
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7" (20) | 
Churches before the coming of Chriſt and 
ſince, in all effentials of a Church. For in 
the eſſential ſtate and form of a Church, 
there is par.ratio omnium Eccleſiarum. Be» 


fore the —_— of Chriſt, the People of 


God were joined together into Church- 
fellowſhip by confederation 3 Pſal. 50. 5. 
Gather my Saints together unto me 3 thoſe 
that have made a Covenant with me by ſa- 
crifice- So did Adam, and all the holy Pa- 
triarchs, unto Abraham : and ſo did the 


. poſterity of Facob, at Mount Sinai, Exod- 


19-5,6- and 24. $. and from thence were 
called, the Church in the Wilderneſs, with 
which Moſes was joyned. A&.7. 38. And 
ſo, the Lord there tells them, it ſhould be 
in point of the Covenant, though not of 
Sacrificcs,with the Church under the New 
Teſtament, v. 14,15,16- In Abrahams fa- 
mily, God built his Church by a Cove- 
nant, without qacrifhce 3 but firſt, the 
Lord changed his name; and called him 
Abraham, to (hew, that he now treated 
with him, not ag a ſingle perſon, but as a 
Father of many nations, and as a multi- 
tude vertually, Gen. 17. 5- Then he gave 
him his Covenant, to be a God to him, 
and his ſeed, Ger 17. 7. and, to ſhew that 
It was a Church-Covenant, | Sk him 


e and cal - 
of 


of it. Gey« 174 10-»-15., Thus far went the 
Covenarit on God's part. 2. On Abraham's 
part 3 he firſt accepted both the Covenant 
and the confirmation of it, with Faith and 
| holy reverence, declared by his rejoycing , 
ſ or 8. 56. and humble proſtration of 
imſelf betore the Lord, v. 17. and by real 
performance of it, after, both in his own 
perſon, being circumciſed when he was 
ninty nine years old, v. 24. and, as a Pro- 
phet and Ruler, inſtructing his family, 
concerning the Covenant and Circumciſ- 
on, and their duty to accept the one, and 
ſubmit to the other, which they did ac- 
cordingly, 2-23, 27. and thereby profeſſed 
their {ubjection to the Lord and to his 
Ordinances. Hence the polierity of Abra- 
ham,by Iſaac and Facob,became the Lord's 
People, Exod.3.7. yea his firſt born, Exod. 
4+ 22, 23. and had Circumciſion as a ſeal 
of this Covenant, whereby they were 
diſtinguiſhed from all other People, Der. 
7. 6,7, $. But«they, like men, tranſgreſſed 
and broke the Covenant, both in Egpyr, tre 
and in the Wilderneſs : yet the Lord, be= 7.3 3 
. ing faithful in his Covenant unto their | 
- forefathers, did not caſt them off, but cal> 
led ther to repentance, and renewed his 
Covenant, in a more Evangelical man- 


ner, in the plains of Mozb, that he.might” ... * -* 
4 'eſtabliſh 8 - 
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© 2. Reaſ. 


. Irifaſed, and were Baptifed, bit no mth 


bis þ A . — 
effabliſh them to be his People, and theig 

Iictle ones, and the ſtrangers,Dext. 29.10- 
--T14+ which. Covenant they took hold of, 
for themſelves and their ſeed, and for 
them that were not there with them, that 
day, w. 15+ that they would admit none: 
unto  Church-fellowſhip with them, but 
ſuch as ſhould ſeparate themſelves from 
the polutions of the Heathen, and enter 
mto the common engagemeyt with them, 
to cleave to the Lord, and to one another, 
with meinber-like love, watchfulneſs and 
ſubmiſſion mutually. Hence it was, that 
the ſin of one Achax,became the firi and 
puniſhment of all Iſrael, Foſh 7e11, 12. 

From-the Apoſtles manner of planting 

Chriſtian Churches, after the Death, Re- 
ſarretion, and Aſcenſion of Chriſt. 
Their cuſtbim.it was, when they had con- 
verted many to Chriſt, to joyn them to- 
gether into one Congregation, by cove- 
nanting with the Lord and his People, for 
themſelves and their Children. 

Againſt this aſſertion, ſome objed, that 
in the planting of the Church at Samaria, 
in Cornelius, his- hpuſe, at Phillippi, Co- 
rihth, Epheſus, Theſlalonica, 6c. they find 
0 mention of ſuch 4 Covenant *'as the . 
Dotirine intendeth, only that they believed, 
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tion of an exprefl- vocal Covenant ; A 
1+ Though it benot mentionedin thoſe Anſw.t, * 
Texts, 1f may be in others» 2. We need , 
not be {olicitous: about the words, if the 
thing be found there. 3.And that gate, 
is.to. "be found there, : it may be evincc 
three wayes : 1- From their being-bapti» 
ſed. 2. From the phraſes. 3-From the fumis, 
litudes, which import their covenan 
together, - 1. From their being bapti 
which, preſuppoſeth, that ET Get 
made; Diſci joe becauſe their Commiſſion 
required that, Mat.'' 28: 19. where, 0.4 
make - Diſciples, is as' much. as to' 
and plant Churches; -by. vihble bringing 
men mto Chritts ſchool;with enga 
by thoſe-ot years, for themlclves and: theie 4 
ſeed, to fabmit unto Chriſts teaching'and wal 
government therein. This {chool ofChrif .v 
is the Church of God, whence the meaty 
bers of Chriſtian Churches are called, Dif- 
ciples,, in; Ads 15-10. -S0 then, they were 
in Church-fellowſhip, before they y WCre 
bapcies 

- Fipm the Phraſes ; ; which i 
conmbtde to be thet, whereby they bs 
| came viſiþle members. of the Church. - L as YN 
ſhall, jp/rgnce in two. The tirſt isuſed iy} © > 9 
Aft. 24. 1 poorTeMronv, were 
and 9647. WprovTiG, the Lord added and 
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# thaps $1t 4s Tproeriovro, eere the mite 
: T'>) alaed. The word:imports ſuch an adding 
is did viſibly and firmly kmt them toge- 


 Calvinin ther. Calvin aith,they were joyned 3b Chriſts 
| AR2.41. Tiſciples, or ingrafted into the ſame body. 
OE &- That which thus viſibly ingratted them, 
* ſcipulis, was hot Gods working Faith in” their 
vel ini- hearts, or their viſible profeſſion of-it : 
—Faap for it 15 ſaid, Believers, were added-'v.14. 
my whichis of the fame import: with, ' thoſe 
that gladly received the Word, in Att. 2+ 
41. Therefore this adding was by ſome- 
thing elſe 3 and what could that be,- but 
their viſible taking hold of the Covenant 
withthat particular Chriſtian Congrega- 
tion,. whereunto-they now joyned them- 
telves notwithſtanding their former ſtate 
in the National Church of the Jewes ? 
And that they wete thus added to the 
Charch, Lxke . confirmeth two wayes. 1: 
by the effec of this ingagement; in AA, 2. 
y 42. ety 9% Tporuapreporne, they were 
Strongly. and conftantly knit together (vir. 
by vertue of their former mutual ingage- 
tpent) in the Apoſtles Dodrine, Hearing, 
Believing, 'Profefſing, Obeying it conflant= 
ly 3 and in fellowſhip, i,e.in Clutch Coitt- | 
miunon, inte which they were combined 
and compacted before, having ſolemnly 
given up themſelves, firſt to the Lords und 
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dhen LN tans aud Church, by the ivil 
of God as Pal expoundeth it, in 2Cor: 8: 
+25 e- confirmeth the ſatne ſenſe of 
g added to the Chnich, by cxpre(- 
ling the. ner of to be (o, as of the reſt 
durſt 10 man Joy himſelf hy them, in Att. 53 
13: yet # magnifie them, i. e: they 
ned Tack dodhrine and way, andÞ 
confeſſed the truth and goodneſs of it: 
All which was not ſufficient to add them 
ſo to the Chuich, as believers wete added, 
viz. = OR voluntary engagement 
with the Church, mutually. * And: this to 
be the meanin , Luke confirmeth,b uſing 
another wo , ſynonomous wi 
which more plainly expreſſeth "the tnay- 
ner of their being added to the Church, 
Maar, to be glewed : which word, 
though it ſometitnes. ſignifieth joyning; 
in a more common and lax ſenſe, hot 
in matters of this nature: Therefore; ac- 
| cording to Tertullia#f s rule, Deligetdut eff 
ſenſus # materia difti : and then we know, 
that all joyuing unto a Corporation, mult 
be done by Covenant, aSit is in Marriage; 
and voluntary ſervices, to both which re- 
lations the ſame Verb is applied 3 to ive: 
tiage, itt Mat:19-5; to oh untary fe 
Lith.15415- both which are by voi rf 
; rome Figs nog knitting glew . 
D 2. wheres: 
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ſach voluntary relations. So 
ſerve for explication of the p 6K 
The third proof'is from thefmuli- 

— uſed in the New Teſtament, to ex- 
 prels their covenanting together. The 
$ Church is compar'd to a Houſe,to the Bo- 
ay wc a Body-corporate,to aWiſe- 
» Toan Houſe, 1Tim-3-15. the. whole 
ſociety is called, the howſhold of Faith,Gal- 


may 


6+ 10, every member of it is {aid to be, of 


the Honſhold of God, Eph. 2.19- Whether 
you ſpeak of an Houſe, in an ArchiteQto- 
nical ſenſe, the materials muſt be cemented 
together 3 now, in the Church, that ce- 
ment'is the Covenant 3 or,in an coeconomi- 
cal ſenſe,theMembers that are voluntarily 

added, as voluntary Servants tothe Fami- 
ly, are joyned with the reſt by Covenant) 

{o it muſt be in the Church, Eph. 2-21. 

| &, the Natural-body,- in man 3. the 
Headof it is Jeſus Chriſt, the Members 
are Beleivers, the whole is made up cfſen- 
tially, when they areharmonically joyn- 
ed, and ſtrongly compacted together by 
mutual engagement to ſubmit one to an» 
other 1 in the Lord, whaeby they fall, ag 


ere into joynts b js _ fallech 
| by the-Knce, ron 41 
Ming ti ni m 


gas 


whereby cerfonds are joyned colts Y alt 
muth. 
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3- "To a Budy-Corporate. Hence the 
Churchils called the holy City, Rev. 1x: 2+ 
and Church-members,. Citizens with the 
Saints, Epbeſ. 2. 19. That whereby the 
Churchis as a City compatted together, -is 
the Covenant. For as all Citizens are ad- 
mitted into jus Civitatis, and become free: 
Denizens, by voluntary entering into the 
common engagement and covenant, wher- 
by they become a Policical-body; Go it is 
in the Church. | 

4. To a Wife, whether eſpouſed” or 
married. All eſpouſalsand marriages, are 
by a vcluntary mutual Covenant, Prove 2. 
17. Mal. 2. 14. So it is in the Church of 
God, Iſ1.62.5. Hence Paxl ſtileth theipar- 
ticular Church at Corinth, a Virgin eſpouſ- 
ed, 2 Cor-11.2. To ſhew that all the mem+ 
bers were joyned, as one Virgin, into-one 
body, and that Virgin-Church, into a Co- 
venant of eſponſals with "Jeſus Chyilt;;as 
their Head and: Husband, in all his Ofth 
ccs; and one with another, in him, matu- 
ally. 'Thus, we ſee, ithe phraſes and fi- 
militadeg® 1n*the 'New | Feſtament,'do 
ſtrongly eonhem this truth, That the firlt 
ChriltiaxChorchesplantcd by the Ape» 
files,” weve conſii ip xclpe&t of their 
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Knit to it, Epheſ. | 


eſſential form, in one body amb thein- 
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ſelves ſev&ally and reſpe&tively; by-an ho- 
ly Covenant. If any demand, why the 
Apoſtles did not expreſly mention the 
ward, Covenant. Two reaſons are given 
for thatz 1. That jt was not neceffary  (e- 
ug it had heen ſo clearly and fully expreſ- 
ſd in the old Teſtament, as that which 
gives eſſential bemg to the Church, And 
it is uſual in Scripture, that dutics, which 
are grounded upon a natural, or moral, 
and.common reaſon and equity, and have 
been largely expreſſed in the old Teſia- 
ment;arc but briefly and iqmplicitely point- 
e&d at in the New: as the Baptizing of 
Infants; the Chriſtian Sabbath, and' the 
manner of ſanditymng itz ſo.thisof the 
Church-Covenant. Yet concerning all 
cheſe, ſufficient light is held forth in the 
New Teſtament, for manifeſting the mind 
pf God unto his People. | 
2. That it was not ſcaſonable and (ae 
forthe Churches, then living under Hea» 
then Princes and Rulers,cnemies to Chrif, 
unto whole jealouſtes the name of Cove- 
went, and Covenanters might reader them 
obnoxious, and might ferm dangerous to 
the civil peace. Therefore Chriſt and his 
Apoſilcs choſe rather co forbear! mention- 
g the. name, yer eſtabliſhed ehe. thing 


* }- underfach finylitudes and parables, as-* 
might hide it from others, and- yet reveal 
- it tothe Saints. 

From the voluutary relation, which is 2, Reaf. 
between the Members - of the Church, 
together with their mutyal mtereſt one in 
another , and their mutual power one 

. over another 3 all which do neceflarily 
unply their mutual covenanting one with . 
another. 1. Theix relation js yoluntary ; 
and all voluntary relations are by coye- 
nant 3 'as, between a Society or Corpogar 
tion, and the Members of 'it 3 berween 
Husbands and Wives z between 'Malters 
| aud voluntary Sexvants.; So, between a 
' Church and the Members of itz both paz» 
ties, before, were free, the one, t@ offer 
himſelf into fellowſhip, or not; the. other, 
- fo admit him, or not. Jt ſuch joyn-toge- 
ther it is by their free coulcnt, and: muſt 
be-by mutual engagement. Hence ariferth 
their 'ſpecial and particular relation .,to 
this Church, and: among themſelves atly- 
tually,..as a body - diſtinct, from | other 
Churches 2+ Their interett one- in 219+ 
ther, and power one aver another, muty= 
ally,:axiſerh from their mutual .engage- 
ment by-covenant» No Church.gan judge 
any inbabitant among them, unlels he hrs : 
govnliailca ge! 7 nan.” © f 


- profeſſed ſubjedtis to the Goſpel of Chriſt, + 
Nor can any mhabitant 'expe& member- 
like watchfulneſs and helpfulneſs from the 
Church, unleſs, upon his offering himſelt | 


to- enter tato the common ingagement, 
they receive him, and take npon them 
that: care over him. '3. Their conſtant 
fellowſhip in Church-priviledges, ariſeth -. 
from this mutual ingagement by. Cove-, 
nant- For none can be admitted/-unto 
them, without conſent of the body: nor + 
canithe body admit them thereunto, with. } 
outtheir taking hold of the Covenant: 
*  tHx;-till then;*they artmnot under the po» } 
58: wer-ofthe whole as it hath been prov- 
== ed. i 54) | | 
” beer, There ſeems to be no need of Church-Cove» | 
ET  " nentitegſeeing the Covenant of Grace' con» | 
peightth to Beleivers all Spiritual bleſſings, |. 
E, bindeth them to all: Chriftian duties. 
E Wafer: 1, -/FheSpiritual bleſſings communicated 
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by Chriſt unto Believers, throughthe Co- 
4; venant of Grace, are of two ſorts.-t. In- 
| ternal, viz. Adoption, Juftificationy Saw- 
Eifcation, &c, together with the bleſſed 
"Fight untoall the outward good things of 

this life, 1Tim-4-8. and'a' remote !ov-medi- 
ate Fight unto Church-priviledges\\ Thee, 
all Belicyers have: from Chriſt by che Co- 
venanc vf-Grace-as they" are Pallevers/4p 


'*, 
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vane The like xeafon is. af: alt ocher dus 
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2: External, viz. Church-felNowthip, and 
power of the Keys, &c. Theſe, viſible Be- 
levers have from Chriſt, through the,Co- 
venant of Grace, as they are confederates, 
and joyned with: the Churchy by taking 
hold of the Covenant. This difference is 
between them 3 The former arclimited to 
the perſons of true Believers the 
t of God, Hab. 2. 4 The latter are given 
to a ſociety of true Believers, in 'the ac- 


count of the Church, and are extended to «3 
*gheir ſeed allo, Exod. 20. 6- ' ©: 


* 2. Though the Covenant of Grace re- 


ceived by us, binds -usto all Chriftianda« - * 


tics required inthe Goſpel, yet-:it ' bindes 
us alſo todo them in the duc order'; for 
God is the God er, and not of con- 
fuſion. Therefore ſuch duticsas iffue from 
voluntary relations, muſt 'be done* only 
by thoſe who ſtand in ſack! relations/ 
Will any Man or Woman infer fronhis 
or her being in the Covenant of Grace; 
that therefore there is no needi6v;uſgot 3 
conjugal Covenant, but that he bath righe 
to all Women, and the toalkMen,to 


form conjugal duties with them «thn; wie L 


ever they come, though they-aremoego 
£d'to:any of them by a 


7 city nd cr Brick bates + "Oil 


: duties which are founded in other wihun-: 
| tary relations x as between: Maſters and 
Servants, Paſtor and- People, Corpgyati-: 
ons gnd the Members of them, particular 
Churches and their Members. Therefore: 
the Covenant of - Grace binds all Believers. 
ta ſuch mutual covenanting together, as is 
neefary for the orderly diſcharge of the 
ſeyeral duties that arc to be pertarmed by 
C. vertye of (uch a ſtate and relation.” Thus 
2 the concluſion is proved. 
"+ Coral- . Hence it will follow, that it is not ſufli- 
| Jary. cicntto make one a viſible member of this 
b orthat Church, that he is. joyned to it m 
© - hearty affection, or in neighbourhood of 
Tm habitation,” or iu ordinary ' hearing the 
Word among them» For, 1+ the 
members of {evcral rches may be 
jayacd 3 yea, 2. they that are members of 
nd particulr Church, may ſo joyn with 
Church afſemblics. All-theſe might be af 
firmed of thoſe who durſt not joyn as 
members, to' the Church at Fernſalens, 
H-5-13«And of that Heathen Corinthiar, 
tCars 14-24,25- 3- All thefe may be found 
3 W-2n EXcommunicate. gf 
bs. Cora]. © Theu: Baptiſm and profeſſion of the 
' lary, WaRtring of Faith, with freedom from pub» 
lick Gandal,: donot formaily.conſtirute: a 
I Clureh, nor make nar. 


7 ions» Baptiſm; 2» heaauſy 
the form nuaſt be befoxe the forreatiem, riot 
_— but rr i -Church 
ore Rzptiſm For, 1. Baptiſm can- 
- not ordinarily be orderly Menidifized, but 
by a Miniſter called urtqo Office by the 
Church. 2, Becauſe Baptiſm fealeth the 
Covenant, and incorporation of a Bchie+ 
yer and his feed -into* the viſible Charchs 
31Cor- 12,13» Therefore Baptiſm is not 
before , hut after the Church : Recault - 
where the form is, there the formatrne 
uw be alſo. But viſible Church-rum- 
—_ may ceaſe by cxcommumnication 
ertion, 'or by the diſſolution of-a 
Churchs yet Baptiſm remaineth.. 
2 Pn profeſſion of the Dodrine of 
Faith, .t hough accompanied with frees 
dom iow candalous fins. For general 
profeſſion cannot appropriate-a inan par» 
ticularly to any -one RR without 
rticular1n t to,that - particulay 
Y. 2» Nias dothit bridktanjy ofte under 
the power of this or that Church, which 
it hath over its own Members, and other 
Churches have not. 3. It- that were ſuth- 


. * cicnt5. a man{hould become a member of 


any ny —_—_ Church whether it willer 
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gations on*earth. For 
rs) 2 om covenant be common to 
al rches, -in its general nature z yet | 


there is a (pSall combination, which 
ives a peculiar being to one-Congregati- 
S-Church and it members, ing 
- from all others. Elſe, how could one 
Chifich have that Power over its own Þ| 
Members, which another hath not ? And } 
- ja all volantary covenants, the only diffe- 
rence between them is,the peculiar intereſt 
which ane hath in another, by a particular ! 
on. pong that paſſeth between party 
Covenants of Corporations, 
of Marriages, of Service, and the like, arc, 
[urn toall that arc in thoſe 
thelike relations 3 Yet, in particular 
OY vr bind them: only to this or , 
individual. No man can chaim a © 
anemberlike rightin all Corporations, be= | 
cauſe he js in [covenant with one, ypon | 
this ple, that Corporation-covcuants arc 
moe Societies : *nor'can an Hus- 
band plead, that he hath a cdnjugal right 
mall Wives, becauſc conjugal-covenant 
i common to'all marricd perſons. The 
{ame holds in Churches, which are diſtin- 


one from another by their ref 
nes: Qther abſhidities is chat 


= 


> 74 "Ch be 
« _ yas . - = 
T - 


procllt Eve this ner, T ſhalt porters 


mit. 


withſtanding their 
they had, during Bris menority, by their 
' Parents covenant yet they muſt, when 
they are grown up, joyn themſelves to the 
. Church by their voluntary taking hold of 
the Covenant publickly with the Church, 
in their own perſonal right, before they 
may be admitted to exerciſe all acts of 
Churc!;-communion, and to: partake of all 
Church-priviledges' for themſelves, and 
re their Children may be Baptized. 
ſay, before they may be admirted t9 
print all as of Church-communion, 
and to partake of all Church-privi 
for themſelves. For, in their minority, 
they were Members in their Parents, and 
were Baptized, to ſeal the Covenant made 
with them in their Parents, or, with the 
Parents, for themſClves aud their - chal 
dren. But when they come to years, they 
muſt take hold of the Covenant with the 
Church, for themleech, becauſe now they 
are capable of Church-priviledges, in-t 
- way which they were not before. If any ol 
oppoſe againſt this, that Charch-membege. 
Op non recipit magys et minus; that argy»=* 
T boys once of the confederates is: 
no 


Then the Children ofthe fic End, nov, Coral, - 


Pn. ws” $.. 
116 tti6rt erigiagied to the other, thari the 04 
ther to him : But otherwiſe, in Confede= 
eacies, ſome 'are allowed greater liberties 
than othets be, according tothe diverſicy 
of the ſubjects, and their capatities. So it 
is in Civil'Soeieties and Corporations 3 
the 'of the free-man of Loudon, hath 
all the betiefit of a free-mans Child, under 
age 3 he -thay trade for himſelf with and 
ander his Father, in his Fathers right : 
But- being of years, he may not ſct up 
ſhop, nor trade in his own right, till he 
firſt take up his freedom, and, by oath, 
voluntarily fubmit hirſelf to all the ogfers 
of that Society, and duty of a Citizen: 
Soine thinik;- that the Children of Confe- 
gerates are fo corpleat metnbers, that 
they thould'be excommunicated, in caſe 
of demnerit: © I cannot eaſily aſſent there-* 
unto ; forthat would -imply, that they 
Have an -irturicdiate right. in! all Charch- 
Pevileles, which I do not grant, nor 
reve 3 butt that, as the Church looks up- 
'on thei tinquar in Inmbis pareninm 1 (o 
"alſo, if tht grown Members of the Church 
- obſerve vicious qualities and praiſes in 
thicty, they do not deal with them ichme- 
diately in thoſe fieps of procceding, re- 
' Quired in, Mat. 1: to bring mattets co the 
Chureh, but they deal-wich-theie Parents 
to 


8 ſtar 4 thc, 1 ahi to 
vg to the tule, in 
e Dr. Ames 


-Childrerr adcordi 
16.-4s;\ To this 


that text, in +Co\ 7. 14. Infimics tanen Amel. me-' . 


ou adeb-perfetia ſunt membra Ecclefie, ms _ — 
poſſtns tees Communionis exercere, avtt 4-4 ed. 32 oe 
tt} ad onntia ejus privilegia participands, art.12,13 7 
niſi prizes iherementum fidei appareat : uh - g 
$15 vero, que pertinent ad imiinm fideier Wh) 
greſtum # #n Fcclefiam, non ſient excludend, 
2. Nor may their Children be 
till cheyaſelves have taken hokg of the Co- 
venant witch 'the Church, in their own 
right. For, the Children of Church- 
members, when they come to age, for not 
taking hold of the -Covenant with-the 
| Church, do become non-members, 'and 
are to beſo looked at by the Church, 5F- 
they defert Church-fdllowfhip (-either - 
departitig from them in place; as Eſawitt- 
to mount Fejr,or withdrawing from their 
communion'; ) or 'if the Church with- 
draw-from they» In fuch cafes, they are 
not ſo much 'as irmplicitely* midrhbers. 
Therefore their Childrert may'nor be bap- 
tized. For the right that Infants have un- 


« 


. 


. federal holineſs of their Seed 3 as we ſee 
in the poſterity of Iſmael and oY 3+ Bc- 
cauſe if Infants ſhould have this right in 


their Grand-fathers, where ſhall we ſtop + 


ſhall it beextended toa thouſand Genera- 
rions, as ſome miſ-apply that promiſe in 
Exod. 204.6. . That cannot. be true : for 
then the Children of the Jews; and Turks, 
and Heathen; all the world over , have a 
right'to Bapiſm, in ſome of their An- 
ceſtors within that; time, . contrary to 
Rom. 1 I-17. 


1 $5. Coral. Then'Church-covenant is. no formida» 


ble matter, but: defirable. Is it a yoke ? 
1+ It 15 Chrifts yoke, which js cafie, Mat» 
11. 29, 30. he will make it cafie.. Depend 
upon his faithfulneſs, as Surety of the Co- 
venant of Grace, for wa”, to be faithful 
in your diſcharge of your Covenant with 
the Church. 2.1t'is not a yoke of bondage, 


bur of precious liberticsz whereby you 
have right all the outward, priviledgcs 
of the Goſpel. 3. Nor is, Church-fellow- 


ſhip a priſon, but, if God.call, they: muſt 
conſeat to, your. remove from . them, and 
follow you with their pxayers. It is, iny 
deed, a-ſtrong but ſweet ingagement of all 
upright-hearted Chriltians to lealeChi, 
and-fo be to his honoux, in that ſtates. So 
the Marriage-covenant, obl oe 
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that are Fidhes ſtate, I Cori 7: 124. & 1; 
7- From whence, the Apoſile argueth for 
the like care in jparftculgr: Churches, and 
> the Members of them, Epheſc: 5. 24-2Core$. 
23s, Which alſo xyas a ſpecial end and uſe 
of the Covenant, wherein Abrahart and 
the Church of the Jews Mod bound unto 


, God, Gen.17: 1,2- and 2 Chron-34- T 


and the contrary dife8Fered the inſinee 
andh iſe of others, Pſal. 78. 34:* 

like md] it bindeth the Members of the 
Church-to all the duties of their”Cinrch+ 
relation mutually, both Officers and Peos 
ple y and quickneth them thereunto;;- 
through the influence” and afliſtance of 
Chriſt the head of 'the'Church , by his 
Spirir in'thein all; Eph 44 15, 16. I CO 
T2. toO''28i- And therefore I cannot bur 
- wonder, that ſome, whodo approve and 
| plead for all othe? Copennts, viz.- Natis 
onal, Cotjugal, Social Covenants,ſhould 
yet dilike, ond 6ppoſe Church-Cove- | 
hants:. 


From the prenhifes" we - may*ſec when 6 Coral 


the Church-Covenant is broken, and- how - - 
great” their fin is, who do womans Cf 
and Ny pcrſit cm 
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CHAP. Ivy. 


Concernin the quantity and com- 
paſs f s Chriſtian (burch, 


PHE Church, which Chriſt calls his: | 
| &* Church, he telleth Peter, that he will |. 
build itz por this Rock (Mat. 16-18.) I will 
build *my- Church. Where, the verb is in 
the / firlt pexfon, and 10 the future tenſe. 
1« He {peaketh in che firſt Perſon, not in 
the ſecond, to ſhew, that though he will 
uſe men, as his infgguments, in this work, 
yet it is his: preſence and bleſſing that 
eauſeth - the work to proſper in .their 
We ICor.'3. 9. It is 
rd that Church- 


by. the,-Spirit of the 


© work is caxried on'ſuccestully, Zech. 4. 6+ 


2-He ſpeaketh in 'the future .tenſe, not in 
the preter, or preſgnt 3 for, though Ghritt 
was:in all ages the builder of the Church, 
yet he thus fpeaketh of the Church underF”: 

New Teſtament, becauſe it; was to |. 


conſtituted after his Death, ReſureeRi- | 
between them and the Biſhop of Chicheſter in the 
Breadltreet. | 05 oo 


D 


unto Chriſt, that owe Head, and became === 1 


- lieving Jews, in Charch-commiunion, viſi- El L108. 


the Nation of .the Jews might be, and 


Namei is.called and put upon 1t, TheMan--.. 


© Chtifts, and therefore were, of. ol 


—_ 
n 


on and Aſcenſion, when the Goſpel ſhould 
ſhine forth fo clearly,. that it d ob» 
ſcure the light of former ages; as thetag” 
riſing in its ſtrength, dot light .of 2 
the Stats: and it ſhould appear, bringing Tit: "Rs I. 

$ alvation to all men, even to the Gentiles, 
and they ſhould be gathered and joyned 'Arauga- * : 


Members of bis Body, together with the he, Le 


bly, the partition Wall being broken down. nas 
And; becanſe all Nations could not be phe3.6 I ” 
joyned together in one viſible Church (as I 


was) 'to have their ſolemn 1ct, meetings 2 
together, to worſhip God thrice. a year, +5 
or once ih an age 3 the Lord Jefus inſtitut- » 
eda gregational-Church among, Chri-: 
ſtians, Ihd inveſted every ſuch Church: 8 
with ſufficient Church-power within it © 5 
(z1f, for ' attainment of all the ends; of; © 8 
Church-communion; This is the Church,/& — 
eames oh faith, he will build, andap*-* 
pro as it to himſelf, My Church, 1. Be. _— 

ay It 15 his Inſtitution, -2. Becauſe his-; 


bers of:itare, not Moſes his diſciples, but, © El 
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*d +4: A , 
ven fofne tinics'to a divil Aﬀettbly; 42. 
I9. 41. yet ſo ir isnot taken 1 this place, 
For Chriſt no where: calleth a'crvil Aﬀerys 
A bly, 'his Church. Therefore -ir muſt ſigs 
E-»* -.-; nific att holy Society. And 'in thar: ſenſe, 
w- the Scripture applieth' this tifle: ſundry 
>. wWwayes. 1. To Godly Families, Rum16.5. 
-* Eol-4+ 15- Phit.2..where the Churthy in 
| fuckan houſe, is diſtinguiſhed fromthe 
Congregational Church. For Paul wri- 


" teth- to: the Congregational Affembly ts 
"Ta falute Aqailz and Priſcilla, and the Church 
ed In their houſe. Their houſe, it ſeemeth,' 


confifted (all) of Godly perfons, i in Pauls 
] judgement 3 elſe, he woutd have ſaid, -Sa- 
T. hire them of ſach/an houfe, who are in 
a Lord: 'andit was an exemplary” Fa- 
$ and a ſeminary of the Churgh,' yet 
FS notch Church as was capablt of all 
X Church Officers, and power,as this,meant 
—— if" the text,' hath by the gift of Chriſt, 
M ®-' Sornetirnes it Nnifiech. the Catholick 
- -+ viſibtk Church, Heb, 12.23- but that hath 
been ftom the begining and ' doth not, 
nor- Gat rect, in - One place, on eatth to 
wotſhip God. Therefore it is not meant 
here. 3+ Moſt -commonty, it ſignifieth a 
C gational _ or, an Holy So- 
« Wery- joyned t0 her by an holy.Cbve- 
"raxit,-in one C pation, to _ 
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md 4 1 the Ordinances and 
Lies given by hor to his Charch, 
And -ſo fometimes it ſignifieth a defmire 
particular Congregation, meeting toge+ 
ther -jn one place, for the publick wor- 
ſhip of Gad, and their mutual edification': 
a#that at Corinth, 1Cor-21.18,20. and 14+ 
23+ And-;in that acceptation, 1t notes, 
ſometimes the Brethren, as diſtinguiſhed 
4romithe Elders 3 AG-.x5.22- Sometimes 
the Elders and Brethren afſembled toge- 
ther, 6s... 1Cor+ 1 I 20: ut. never, the 
Elders mecting apart from. the Brethren. 
But, in this place.tt doth not fignihe a 
particular deftinjte Church.: For there 3s 
no particular Chriſtian Church buile by 
Chriſt more; or rather, than other. It re- 
maincth, that Chriſt . ſpeaks of, a parti- 
cular Congregational Church here, in an - 
indefinite ſenſe, And o,t the word Church 
is applyed in the New Teſtatnent, ,whign 3.8 
Pal (Gith,.. he perſecuted -the- Church, . * 97 
Phil. 3-6: Not; that at Ferwſatem only; or 78 
Damaſers,: but all the Charches in Takes: 
| Galvinane 23 In thisenſc; tary, ics 
Every: n CongregatiD y 9 
thus bitte; bis Ach eps a , 

From vthe words thus : -onencd FL 4.61 
dodribat-conclutom 35 to: be, called 
wits That it is the wind appointir 
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| offig Ch iriſtchat the Chriſtian Chux 
Uider the New Teſtament, be, in 

of its quantity and compaſs, Congrega- 
tional. i 

' This we ſhall endeavour to prove, both 
by Scripture and Reaſon; 1. The Scrip- 
ture, in the writings of the Apoſtles, 
clearly ſheweth, that they ſo underſtood * 


this branch,of the Church-Charter, and } 


therefore they ſpeak of Chriſtian-Chur- 
ches, as ſeveral 'and diſtin& from one 
another, 1Cori 1.16. and 14-33. Yea, in 
one and the ſame Country, as Galatia, 
Gal,y.2. Fudea, V:22. Macedonia» 2Cor-$8. | 
1. Yea in Cormith, where God had much 
people, AF. 18. 10. yet the Church there 
was but one Congregation, 1Cor- 14» and, 
-though Cenchrea was a Port near unto 
Corinth, yet it had a Church diſtin& from 
Corinth; Roms. 16. 1. The Church alſo in 
Cys: though a greater number of 
lievers was declared to be there, than 
we read pf in other Cities, yet it was but 
one Congregation A#-2-41,44,47- and 6. 
Z; 15s Fhe ſame holdeth- concerning 0- 
;. .ther great Cities 3 the Church, in ev 
_ ane of them, was Congregational : and, 
if the number of Believers grew too great 
for; one .Congregation, doubtleſs morc 
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and caſe : & if ſeveral) Aptos: Mo 
| , _ yp of Perſecution, now "4 
f ; 


*. the ſame Officers, in common, for any 


- muſt be, Congrega 
 Church-fellowſhip, which is mutual edi- 


7 


. cannothe ended privately, Mate 18; 
which implyeth oe 1 T 


i 
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here and there, as they might ; yet 
they continued one Congregation, having 


thing appears in Scripture to the contrary. 

Now let us ſee, why the Chriſtian Church 

tional, ' | 

The firſt Reaſon .is from. the end of 1.Reaſ 


fication, .in the uſe of the means inſtituted 
by Chyiſt thereunto. Let all things be done 
#1to _edification, 1+» Cor..14- 26. hut how 
can this be. attained, unleſs they ſo meet- 
together, that all may learn, and all may be 
comforted. v. 13 ? Hence all the Members. + 
of the Church are exhorted, not to: for als 
their aſſembling together, Heb.10.25. which” 
was the praiſe of the primitive Churctt? 
in Feruſalem, A 2.42; 44+ Therefore ai 
particular viſible Church - is compared'to' 
a flock, which .are fed tagether,. AG. 204 
28 3 and toan Houſe or Family; the mem+ 
bers whereaf injoy the ſame Family-pris: 
viledges.in. common, unde the ſame'fimin 6 
ly-orders 1T:m-3- 15. £8.v | [amtha 
The ſecond Reaſon is, from theiz 'd 
to take-up offences among Brethreu,w 
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\ three + for though two chr hy watch 
OVEr; one another, admoniſh er 3 
and, in c4ſc of obſtinancy, ' withdraw 
from « canvidted delinquent ::and, chbugh 
2wo:or three praying together, may expect 
the-prefence and \blefling of Chriſt, as v; 
19,20. upon their.admonition 3. yet #w0'on 
- three. cannot ifſue the (matter compleatly, 
ui'way of Church-cenſure,. but mb: eel} 
the Church : Therefore the Church: muſt ® 
neceſſarily conſult of a greater numbers 
Again, how. can two: or three.chooke the 
FR ſorts. of .Othcers amongft- 'them- 
ſclves, Which are deſoribed by tour living 
creatures; in Revo:4s 6, 7: | viz» Paſtor, 
'Fcacher, Ruling i Elder,: and. Deacon ? > 
26 Tbat they qault not exceed the quanti- 
ty.apd. compals of ons Congregation. ; For 
theChunch muſt mect ordinarily together 
with. their Officers, for theſe purpoſes. 
Therefore, the Scripture ſheweth that the 
whole Church didimeet together to chuſe 
and orain. Othaets,.as Deacons, At. 6.2, 
3 56Blders; 4. 14-23. to receive and 
admit Members, A&. 9:26. for Propheſy- 
.- Inga. 14523. for: the Seals, 1Cor- 11, 
20. and for ures, '1Cor. 5. 4<;and'ito' 
febaſe ſors kane 2Cor: 2: :: 67 So 
Baa thele, {y Lv ' Fea 


_ - mneaſure; Rev, 11, 1,2 But that Members 
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j s A _=_ 
| Shan ke "ongren dane 1. coll 
(Chriſtian Chuzelvis no Human inventh- * 
on, openfſtitation. Trae it is, that the , , 
Pariſh'frame, as it was wont-to joyn alt . 
f .the inhabitants within tiich a pocong. » 
;Into one:Charch, injoyning than all.to =. 
, Communicate at the pers Tabk,at leaft 
at Eaſter, -is rneerly humane, not-heirg 
meaſured [by the Golden Reod, which ® | 
the Church-meaſure, but by the Courts. Lf 


& 


H qualified: as Chriſt requireth, and 
contederating, ſhould ordinaril I 


yu in one "Congregation, -for -the .'+.> 
olemn worthip of God, and their mutu» 
aledification, is the Ordinatice of Chriſt, 
and according to the meaſure of the gol 
den Reed, whereby the City and Gat&s, 
and the dimenſions of the 'Neww- -Jeruſa> _ 
lem are .meafured, Rev. 21:15. that 
{hall not be {o few, as to cut off 
juriſdidtion/ within themfelves; nor* 
many; but that all rhay hear and' bet 5 
cd, and bs governed by” the Power, 
which Chrife' hath given to the Churth vj 
to pueſtyve'(the purity. of his Worthip| | + 
and: of - their fellowſhip within a p 
ſelves. (1197 } 1 

Thengwhen a Cha ne to 2 
numergus+jn any Church, that 


- not ordinaril meet together, to Church- 
ends; it is the mind-of Chriſt, that they 
ſhould be diſtributed into ſundry Congre- 
gational Churches. For, though many 
| 


. - 2 4 - 
4 UW - , s 
- 


thouſands of. Iſrael met together in the 
 court-of ghe Temple at Jeruſalem to offer 
Sacrifice 3 becauf: they might ftand in_ fo 
large .a place together and fee the Sacri- 
fices burnt 3 yet that will not prove, that 
ſuch multitudes ſhould be Members of a. 
Chriſtian Church, where more communi- 
of on required, then in feeing ſome one 
E-( Ordinanice performed. 
ih Coral, + Then, it is not arbitrary, but a duty 
ey. fareyery Chriſtian, to endeavour to joyn 
Ee + himſelf in Memberſhip with a Congrega- | 
1 tional inſtituted Church of Chriſt : who+ 
ſdever have opportunity, and negle& ſo 
+ todo, they greatly {ſm againſt God, and 
WW . break the ſecond Commandment, in not 
-. - warhiping him according to his inſtitu- 
tion : and _—_ _ __ ſouls, in 
Tivi elves of the bleſſng,which 
gy ener unto his Inſiation Þ 
Exod.20-24+ Mat-28. 20. and if they per- 
fit in that negle&, they cari-hardly-be ac- 
counted Believers truly ſeeking theKing- 
dom'of God, what profeſſion of Religion 
We..." . ever they. make otherwiſe, Mat 6; 53+ 
EF *-they fn againſt their paſierity.alſe 
. | to 
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to PLS God prone mere | 
| their parents: worlhipping == 
to, his Inftitutions :; -If ME the / 


good to the poſterity of ſich, it is meer- 


ly from his own good pleaſure, but fot 
from their Parents Covenant,' Ezek, 6 


61. 
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CHAP.'V, 
| Concerning the Churches emepr 
nable ſtability, W 


O the Church buile by Chriſt upog 
T this Rock, he hath promiſed and 
given this great priviledge, that the gates 
A Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it- rides; 

& Sv ] xs, 1n the Scripture, 
not Hell, but the ſtate of the Ft or the | 
Grave,SdveaTQ- & «Is areencmies van- 8 
quiſhed by Chriſt tor his Church, 1Cor. ty, XA 
26,55 and ſhalbe caſt into the lake of ſie, 7 
\ © Kev. 20. 14- #lA« &Þw are the gates _— 
1 Death, in Fob.38. 17. Pſal-307: 18. and th F 

gates of the Grave, Iſa. 3$--10- 4 e. the: 

wer of Death and the 'Grave, which {t- 

zeth on them, py ns Za 1& 30 

' tothe loweſt, that ; eames be 
| as 
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I qa 26084 <M+ eſſe 5, Rebel «$f and, 
I , as.Chriſt s natura 


17! 1 | body gyas; for a 
time z. yet neither Ticath, nor - the: Graye 
I all prevail agaiſt it. Yet we muft not 
Fe.  Umnit. the ſenſe of theſe words, obly to the 
k wer of h- and the Grave, but it 
*. maſt be extended to all Satans plots and 
>: , afauksagainſt the Church, againſt which 
. | if Chritt did not help them, Death and the 
Grave would preyail - againſt chem, to 
their eternal deſtruqion. We conclude | 
therefdre; that, in this Text, by: the gates 
of Hell, are meant, all: the machinations 
of Satan, and temptations whatſoever, | 
whexeby h&labobureth to hinder the buijd- | 
Ing.of Chritis:Church,to draw: thoſe from 
Chriſt, who are built upon him, 2!The pre- 
poiling of them-frgnihes theiz effectual 
workipg | unto the' attainment of thoſe 
| ends. The ſim 1s, 2 promiſe that the De- 
F vil, with all his policies and powers, ſhall 
F nither  þinder._- the building of |Chriſts 
'- Church, nox cauſe the Church-thus built 
| Ratize from Chriſt. And that .this 
3s: txue-fenſe and micaning, of 
words, what{gever Spcinians, or Arminty 
aus {ay to the contrary, may thus be eyin« 
ced; : 1-.\Becanſe. the .thing, ;promifed,; is | 
the difabling:of what ever oppaſeth the 
building af the; Church upon. this Rack; 
; | te Or 
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vr its'6Onftant: ng, ts Chriſt; froth 
prevailing t6-thoſe-cnds't*bur' fo do $a- 
tan's temprations 3 "Therefore they ate 
meant by the gates of" Hell. 2. | 
whatſoever goeth forth outof tHe' 
of Hell; orhath irs begitining from thenee, 
| is meant im this phraſe: but the Tettip® 
tations: and Machinations of Satan, 'by 
himſelf and' his inſtruments, Herericks 
and Tyrants, go forth thence 5 There» 
S forethey are meant in this phraiſe. 3. B6- 
'/ Cauſe Peter, to whom Chriſt ſpake theſe 
words, deſcribes unhehevers, the adveits- 
| ries of this building , as beloagy toxhe 
gates of Hell 3 1Pet.2.7,8. 4. BecauſT the 
proportion, which Chrift implyes, in theſe 
words, , requireth that theySe- ſo.unders 
ſtood. The proportion is between'two Cit 
ties, that of Heaven, which hath its gates, 
and keyes, in v.19. and the other of Hell; , 
| which hathits gates whence it endeavors 
theruine and overthrow of that, bur ſhall 
not prevail. Seeing therefore City 15 ops 
ſed to City;and Gates to-Gates, and one 
viz the Church) is conſidered nr the 
ſtate of preſent building z it is moſt ſura» 
ble 'that the other be allo 'looked-at, as'it 
)  oppoſettithar, in the preſent, whilſt” it 18 
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Chriſt promiſerh chat the' gates of He 
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militant ilpon eaxth. But'from hence; that 
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© ſhall nor prevail againſt 


RT 

his. Church thus 
built , ſome infer , that- Chriſt meaneth 
only the inviſible Cathglick, Church : For 
that only, ſay they; is bulilt on this Rock, 


Sand only that ſhall not fail. . , Anſw. 1. It 


is true, that the Catholick inviſible 
Church is built upon Chriſt , by effeQual 
and unfeigned Faith, and that: ſhall nor 
fail: For that is the general Aſſembly, and 
Church of the fiſt-born, which are enrolled in 
Heaven, Heb: 12: 23; And, all the. gates 
of Hell cannot prevail againſt thoſe that 
are written in Heaven» 2. But it is not 
rrne,; that theſe only are built on ths 
Rock: The Apoſile Pax! tells us , that 
particular viſible Church,rightly conſtitu- 
ted, as thatKt Corinth, is built upon this 
Rock; or Rocky-foundation, 1 Cor- 3. 10, 
11+ and being ſo built, is under the ſpecial 


. prote&ion of. God in Chriſt; in reſpe&t 


whereof the Lord promiſeth any ſach 


- Church, as well among the Gentiles , as 


the Fews , Whoſoever ſhall gather bimſelf 
apainſt thee, ſhall tall, 1/2. 54. 15. and all 
the weapons that are mad? againſt thee ſhall 
#ot proſper, verl. 17. And it is clear, that 
Chriſt, in this place , ſpeaks of ſach- 2 
Church as is built upon the confeſſion - of 
Faith, ſach as Peter made ,- viſibly and 
publickly z whereupon, not the invifible 
. Catho- 


Jy 
A 
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Catholick Church, but viſible particular © 
Churches are: built : Therefore theſe on» 5 
ly are meant'here- 

The Church of Chriſt, buile by hi 
upon this Rock, in uſing the means whi, 
he hath appointed fox their ths is im- 
pregnable. The Chnrch of Chrilt is here 
indefinitely taken , for a particulat Con- 
gregational-Church inſtituted by Chnſh 
according, to the ſenſe of the former con» 
cluſions, not, for this or that, .det 
nitely. - 
Therefore if any objec, that the ga 
of Hell have prevailed againſt the Greek 
Churches , thoſe golden Candleſticks in 
Aſia, and againſt Rome, whole Faith was 
ſpoken of throughout the whole World; and 
againſt ſundry other particular Churches ? 

I Anſwer,t. Though it. be true, that the Anjmi*® _ 
gates of Hell have prevailed againſt this o, 
or that particular Church; yet not a» | 
gainſt a particular Church,indetinitly-con» 
ſidered, or ( which is the ſame ) againſt 
the Church, in general, exiſting 1a its 
particulars In this ſenſe , the viſthle 
Church doth not fail. For,(1.) Chriſt 
had, and will have ſome or other viſe 
Church on Earth , wherein the general 
nature of a viſible Church x preſerved, as' 
the Genus is in its Species, w. the nature 
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of man In this- or that- individual 3 ag 
when the Lord preſerved [Noab- and- his 
—=F Family, in the Ark, mankind'was preſer- 
þ © =". yedin them, though multitudes of men 
; were deftroyed in the Deluge: (2) Chriſt 
will that he makes a « diference be- 
tween Churches , wherein are ſome true 
Believers mixed with many Hypocrites; 
#id other Societies Therefore he will 


_ gally deſtroyed, as he doth his open ene- 
mes, Hoſe 11-8, 9. 1ſa- 1-8, 9. & 6.136 
& Though itbe true, that the Churches 
"ot Afia'and Rome have been prevailed a- 
—_ by the gates of Hell, yet not ,. as 
they were built by Chriſt, or planted by 
the Apolites; 'but their degenerate Pofie- 
tity and Steceſours, who were not built 
'\* On this Rodt;,-but on an outward Form, 
£' and mepledted the racans appointed by 
Chriſt for their ſifety. The Apoſtle Par} 
forewarned-the Romans to beware of Apo- 
Racy, by the example of the Jews, Rom- 
Its 124 They, neverthelels ; in factced- 
generations, did degertcrate from the 
ns 8 and Profeſhon of their Predeceſlors, 
and ſo fell into the gult of Antichriftian 
 Apoſtacy- But; as* when God t66k- his 
viſible Kiugdom from the pete farttierr 
| . obſtinacy 1 in. unbelicf, he did: not wo 


fiot ſuffer ſuch viſible Churches to be tos 
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his viſible Kingdom 
of the —_ , yd ap - to 4 Nation 
bringing forth the fruits thereof, Mat. 214 
43+ So, though, in his righteous judge» 
ment againſt Apoſtates, he may deſtroy 
this, or that particular Congregational 
Church; yet the gates of Hell thallnot 

revail wholly againſt the Church-ſtate, 
but it ſhall be preſerved. He doth but 
tranſlate the Candleſtick, net break it all 
to pieces; he doth but remove it out of one 
place into anothet, Rev. 2. 5; and ſtill pre- 
ſerveth it, in ſome particular Congrega- 
tion, or other. 3. Though the gates of 
Hell have ſometime, and in ſome degree, 
prevailed againſt this.or that particular 
viſible Church, holding faſt the profeſſion 
of their Faith without wavering ; yet they 
have not prevailed according to themean- 
ing of theſe words. They an prevailed 
x&T& Ti, only in ſome reſpe&t; as, 1. in 
Temporals, to impoveriſh them, Heb. 10s 
34- to bring them ynder bondage, as Pha> 
raoh did the Iſraelites to eſtabliſh a decree 
for their defiructionas Haman did againſt 
the Jews; to put multitudes of them tg 
death,as the ten perſecuting Emperors did 
the Chriſtians, and gs the high Prieſt and 
the Jews deale with Chriſt. 2. In Spixr- 


- tuals, 1: to ſcatter the Members of the 
| Chiutch 


F 


totally from the fact 


Ehurch 3 fo far the pates ”— Hell M weevaſl 
ed again!t them \, upon: eccaſion of 
$tophen, AG. 8. 1. and to cauſe the Wo- 
man to flye into. the. Wilderneſs, Rev. 12. {| 
2, Toaffault them with temptations 3 as F 


Chriſt told Peter, that Satan had deſired 
io winnow him like Wheat. 

But they could not prevail againſt the 
Church , abſolutely and totally. 1. Not | 
_ againſt all of them in Smyraa, by outward 
calamitics, Rev. 2. 10. Nor againft all in | 
Sards, by temptation, Rev. 3. 4- 2-Nor }) 
totally againſt the whole Church, For | 
God did raile up unexpedted helps; for }, 
the Worhan fled into the Wildernels, Rev. | 
I2. 6, 14, 16. tO that part of them, which 
remains On carth 3 and, for the other part | 
of them, God will receive his people, when 
outward ſubliſtence fails , into everlaſting 
babitations, Luke 16.9. And, when the 
gates of Hell prevail, to the diſperfi on of | 
a particular Church built on this Rock,yet | 
that 15 not to their deftruRtion, but: tend- 
eth to the multiplication , and 'inlarge- 
ment of particular Churches. The--di- 
{perſion of the Church at Ferufalem, was | 
Hke the diſperſion of Seed inito the Field , 
which bringeth .forth a moxg-i ) 
Harveſt; fo, theit diſpcilioh: Pre 
cri the gates of Hol 46th ng 
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gatin Fimgry y Churches, 4 & 11; 19,22, 
PB Lord turned the Policies the 
ates of Hell againſi- thetnſelves, acayrd- 
- ing to that promiſe, Zach. 12599 Thus we 
ſee the iinpregnable Rtability of Chi his 4 

« Church built upon this Rock: 4 
We:ſhail now prove by Reaſon, that it " 
muſt be ſo: -$ 
From Chriſt, who is the Head of the j. Red 4 


viſible Church , as well as of the inviſible; © 
|, 1 Cor. 12s 29+ And he will not ſuffer the 
) ſound Members of his Body to be plucked þ 
and torn from it, by the gates of Hell. He L 
), 4s the buikder of his Chuch, Heb-3;33 4- —_ 
| and therefore will eſtabliſh it: When the "'D 
| Ark was built by Noah, as Gods Inftru- 
| ment, according to God's appointmenge, 
it ſtood againſt all the power of the De* CTY 
Inge. He is the Foundation, a$ heis bes + © 7 
lived, and publickly confeſſed , whereups* bs 
on he buildett» his Chuxch. Againſt au 
Houſe ſa buiſt, the Winds and Wayeg 
cannot prevail, Matth- 7+ 24, 284 | 
From. the ' Promiſes given to ſhch:4 , Rea? 
Church, which are of two forts. - 15 Fol : 
_ prote&ion ; - 7/2. 4s 5 6- where ht i piio4 q 
phelieth Fonceming the Church. of [Chriſt 4 
under the Wew Teliament ,- and daſeribes © . 
x} Gods protefition over thera, ye eos 
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; Ja-54-16,17. Mat 2$.18,20. 


Fitethat prote&ted- the peogle of Iſrael; 
at the Red Sea; from Pharaoh and his Hoſts 
2. By the covering, of the Tabertiacle, and 
the holy things in it from all' mjuries of 
weather, Exod. 26- 14+ Rev. 7. 16. And 
his power is ingaged to perform his pro- 
mile, ' Foh. 10.28,29. And his Providence 
will order all iflues and events thereunto, 
2ly. For vi- 
Qory, Rom. 16.20. If the Loxd will tread 
Satan under their feet , he will fee to it 
that Satan ſhall not tread them under his 
feet. - ; | 
From the titles given to particular vi- 
fible Churches. They are frequently, -in 
the New Teſtament, called the Kingdom 
of ' Heaven 3 and Hell cannot- prevail a- 
|" TY They are called the King- 
om of Chriſt, arid God the Father hath 
eſtabliſhed his Kingdom by ag oath, Pſal- 
89. 35, 36+ To confirm our Faith herein, 
he calls the Sun and Moon to be witneſ(- 
ſes, verſe 379- The Sun may be clouded 
mes, and Moon 1s ſometimes in 


the Full; fometimes m the Wane , bur 


MI it is in the Heaven 2 So it is with the 
Church on Earth. Semper & fwifſe it ter- 
"ns, & futuram deinceps Eccleſidhn;/ non du- 
brramus : qitanquam jus af} ecum aliquan- 


#6 illuftrem ut conſpici ab ompilits 
S*7:k | Ih nd 


. to pieces, which repreſented the Monar- 


. who by prayer obtained vidtory and po: 


. 3+: Theyare.cnemics oy Hariſes Rings | 
8 > | 3 dom 5 
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«quando yants caligiaa, -ut vix arnoſear - 
KY cn efſe fateamur-  , : I 
*And it belongs to Chriſt, to break the 
Serpent's Head 3 who can. proceed-no 
further than to bruiſe his heel, Gen. 3.4 Js Wh 
He 15 that little flone that brake the Image # - 
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chies and Powers, whereby: the gates of 
Hell ſqugtt to prevail. ainſt Chriſt and 
his Church, Dan. 2. 45. Chrifts Church,is 
called an Houſe of prayer to all Nations, 
Tſa. 56. 7+ The Iſracl of God, Gal- 6. 16- 
in alluſion to the change of Facobs name, 


teftion againſt Eſau, Gen 32.28. Hoſe 12s 
2, 3« So ſhall the Church of Chriſt, by 
yer, obtain deliverance from the gates 

Hell, that , they ſhall not prevail. ag; wg; 
them. +" 

| From the ſtate of the Devils themſelyes, 4. Res 
and all 'their . inſtruments. 1 They are 
curſed. Gen-12, 3. I will curſe them. that 

curſe thee; hank e they ſhall not proſper 

in their interprizes agaimſt the. Churchiof 
Chriſt.'2. They were conguered,and cap; 
tivated, and triumphed over by Chriſt, 
befoxe he did build Fs Church, Epbeſ.4+ 

$,12», Therefore ſhall not hinder the buil; + + 
ding of /it, nor. deſtroy it . being built ©. 
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dom + Therefdte ſh: 


not prevall. Bf. 24 

3,4+ 2nd,110. 1,2. Let us briefly note forme 

Corollarics hencet. y 

© Then in vain boaſteth that Roman Sy- 
ogue,of the infallibility of their Payer, 

23S Peter's (uccefors, and of the mdefici- 


ency of theix Church, as built upon Peter 3 


when as, neither had Peter himſelf ' any 
ach priviledgeBas to be infallible. The 
next ſtory in this 16th of Matthew evin- 
ecth the contrary, v. 23- Nor, by the Rock, 
whereupon Chriſt builds his Church, is 
meant the perſon of Petey, or Peter's con- 
feffion perſonally.as it had relation to him, 
butas it is confidered really in it (elf, and 
common to all the Diſcipkes, and to all 
fble Believers, which may be thus con- 

ed ; 1. Becauſe Peters confeffion muſt 
haye. relation to the. matter which he 
. confeſſed. But- Peter confefled not him- 
fel, but Chriſt, ſaying, Thos art the Chriſt, 
the Son of the living God, Therefore his 


If. 2.Becauſe Peter confeſſed no more 


than that which, he knew the other Dj- | 


ſeiples believed before he ſpeake : For 
Qhrife's queſtion” being general, Wha ſay 


2? Peter anfwycred, as the mouth of the 
geft : but the Apoſtles, ' before 'he ſpeak, 


feljeycd Clrift canfiſſed, and not ous 


Wo” 2 


erefeſ 0n had relation to Chrift, not to. 
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rags 36 if thi Rock, is that. con- 
fifa whammapon Chrift faith he will 
build his Chutch 4But- whoſoever ſhall 
truly believe that which Peer confeſſed, 
izs Chriffthe Son of the living God, and 
confeſs or profeſs it, in.due order, is a& 4 
cordingly built on this Rock, though he T 3 
had never heard of Peter's nanie. There- 40 
fore the confeſlion, rightly underſtood, 
had relation 'unto Chrilt,' and not to the 
perſon of Peter, 14 Becauſe the Rock ſig- 
niheth that which is immoveable and 
Impregnable; ſuch as is Chriſt and his 
truth : But Peter's confeſhon was' mov- 
able and ſhaken, at one time, thrice deny» 
ing this confeſhou of his Lord, There- 
fore this confeſhon, which Chriſt calls the 
Rock, had not relation to Peter, but only 
to Chritt. 

Then they that would have'a particur 2. Corollg% 
lar Church to be impregnable, ſtable, and 
firm againſt the pov the gates of 
Hell, muſt ſee that it be built upon this 
Rock, and not upon humane formes. 


© Fx quo . 


1. That Chriſt himſelf be the builder of it, pate, aud 
x . Boa . p 3 

according to his own inſtitutions, notthe Tccloſes | 

policies or cuſtoms of men. 2. *That the A conſe E 

it in ho« © 

minibus, ratione puetgs vel dignitatis Ecclefiaftice, vel 

ſecularis &yc. ſed in ills perſons, in quibus eft natitia verg, 

oF confeſſio fide (5 veritaris. Lyra in loc. "2 
"OY ZE mate» 


materials, of which it conllall85 be ſuch, 
as believeand profeſs their Faith in Chriſt 
publickly before the Lord, and his Peos. 
ple. 3- Thavthey be firmly joyned toge- 
ther, in one Congregation, by an holy 
Covenant of ſubje&tion and ſubmiſſion to 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to one another 
in him, and accordingly walk together in 
obedience to Chriſt, and his Rules, reſiſt= 
ing Satan in all his Temptations and Ma- 
chinations, through Chriſt ſtrengthning 
them, without whom they can do no- 
thing, Fob. 15. 5. and that they improve 
carefully and faithfully the power, : which 
Chriſt hath given them, viz- the Keyes of 
#he Kingdom of Heaven, in opening and 


ſhutting, binding and looſing, according, 
to Chriſt his appointment, for the. preſer- 
ving, of his Church fafe in the purity of 
their Faith and Order, againſt the gates of. 
_ which is the next thing to be han- 
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The Second Parr. 
CHAP. VL 


Concerning the power gruen of Chriſt 
' wntoſuch @ Church, as the firſt 
and proper ſubjett of it. 


i ks ſecond branch or part of the Char- 
ter, 15 , concerning the Power given 
by Chritt unto fuch Churches, to have and 


uſe all the means appointed by him for ., 


their eſtabliſhment againſt the the gates of 
Hell, Mat-16-19. And Irwill give unto thee 
the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven z and 
whatſoever thou ſhalt bind on Earth, ſhall be 
bound in Heaven \, and whatſoever thou ſhalt 
looſe on Earth, ſhall he looſed in Heaven. 
Theſe words contain, 1.A grant of Pow- 
er 2. A ratifcation of that Grant. We 
ſhall ſpeak to them diſtinctly. 2+ To 
Chriſt his grant of Power 3 and therein, 
1. Explicate the terms , by ſhewingqwhat 
P Meant, x by the Kingdom of Heawedis - 
2+ by the Keys of ib 3 What this appro» 

priation, 


n *. % * uw w "Iv bs 
Y priation, or application of them imports, 
To thee I will give. 

I. By the Kingdom of Heaven | is meant, 
both the Kingdom of Grace & Glory; and 
that the Kingdom of Glory is alſo meant , 
the following words ſhew,. when he faith, 
What you biud on. Earth, is buund in Hea- 
wen, &Kcs 2. By the Keys ( which are a 
fign of Power,and are put , by a Mctoni- 
my, for the Subje&, the Power it ſelf ) is 
meant, Church-power 3 which 1s cither 
Supreme,and Soveraign, in Chrilt only,as 
Lord and Head of his Church,who alone 
hath the Key of David ,which opencth , and 
uo man ſhutteth, and ſhutteth and no man 
opencth, in Rep. 3- 7+ or ſubordinate and 

legate, ſuch as is in Chriſt's Stewards. 
This is noted, by Keys, in the Plural num- 
ber, in this place, which fignifle all pow- 
er delegated from Chrift, to diſpenſe and 
adminiſter all the holy things of his I 
Houſe,according to Chrift's will, and in 
the order preſcribed by him to that end. 
For. all power, wherewith the Lord Je- 
fas betrufteth his Church , aims at this 
which is here expreſſed, to open , aud ſhut, 
$0 bind, and looſe, 3. To thee ] will give || 
The Application of this Grant is to Peter, 
in the name of the Church, which Chrift 
promiſed to build upon. himſelk, : beljeved 
£ Web's ON » 
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| an, and publickly profeſſed, as Peary did 
before him, and his fellow-Diſciples in 
Chriſts. School , at this time. And the 
promiſe is more fitly given to Peter, in the 
name of the Church, than to the Church 
by name , becauſe it was not the Church 
that made this confeffion, but Peter in the 
name of the Church. But here we muſt 
make a little ſtand , toexarmine the ſun- 
dry claims which have been made to rhis 
Right , upon ſeveral pretences from - this 
Text. 3+ Some, looking at Peter , as res 
preſenting the Catholick  vitible-Church; 
conceive that a general Council ( whichz 
they ſay, is the Catholick Charch , repre« 
ſentatively ) is the Churchhiere meant;to 
which Chrift gives the Keys of the King* 
dom-of Heaven. But that cannot be. Fog 
particular viſible Churches, in the Apo+ 
files dayes, had, and exexciſed, the Keyes 
compleatly within themſtlves 3 yet was 
there no general Council, till the time of 
Conſtantine , which was:' three: hnndred 
years after Chriſt, | 25| Others look at this 
Grant, as peculiar to Peter, cotfidered, as 
the Prince and chief of the Apoftles,” andl 
to the "Popes of Rome, as his fu | 
But this Papal ufurpation , the Coun 
of Comtance and Baſit firongly and Kine 

oppolcd, fitwing,, that the Keys, 
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are here given to Peter, are, iti Joh.20, 21, 
22, 2g. given toall the Apoſtles, and that 
Peter himſelf is enjoyned in. Mat-18.to tel] 
the Church. 3+ Others think, that the Ca- 
tholick Church, conſidered,not repreſenta+ 
tively,but in it (elf,is the firſt ſubject of the 


Keys : Yet theſe differ among themſelves, 
For ſome affirm it of the inviſible,others of 


the viſible Catholick Church. As for the 
terms 3 we know,that viſible & inviſible,do 
not note diſtinct ſpeczes or kindes of Chur- 
ches, but are only ſeveral adjungts of the 
ſame Church, which is called z#vifible,in 
xeſped of the inward and invifible union, 
which Members have with Chriſt the 
Head, by the- Spirit and Faith 3 and vi- 
ſible, in reſpe&t of their outward Profeſ- 
fon of their Faith,which is viſible to men. 
But in neither of theſe ſenſes, is the Catho- 
kck Charch the fyxſt ſubje& of the Keys. 
7. Not as-#vifible , for that is not built 
by a viſfible-protefſion, ſuch as Peter's was; 
nor are the Ordinanees diſpenſed or ad- 
miniſtred viſibly iit; tv,or by men in vi- 
fible fellowſhip. Add. hereunto, that the 
Keys here given to Peter ; can ſhut out of 
the Kingdom of Heaven, even the ſame 
perſons, to whom they have opened the 
door before 3 which cannot befal Believers 
io the viſible Church. To i -* 
IS ; - t> Not 
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2. Not 4s viſible. For the: Scripture 
zdoth not acknowledge a Catholick viſible 
Church. The Catholick Church is not 

viſible, as a Church, and the Church that 

is viſible is not Catholick- Though the 
Catholick Church may be viſtble in its 
ſmgular Members 3 yet fo, they are not 

a Church : or, though it may be viſible 

in” particular Congregations 3 yet none See Mr. 
of them is Catholick : or, though all of C9ft- De 
them, if they could meet together, may/77<* . of 
be called a Catholick Church, or general Congreg. 
Aſſembly ; yet ſo, it cannot be the firſt Chnrcheg, 
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| ſubje& of the Keys, i.e. of all Ecclefiaſti=24-*:?-56 
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cal power : for ſuch Aﬀemblies, if poſli- See Ar, ' : 
ble, are extraordinary : and extraording- Hooker's . | 
ry Aſſemblies are not fit-Judicatories, pgs 
hear and cenſure ordinary offences, or to & 15. 
adminiſter the ordinary acts of Church» ; 
power- 2. If the viffble Catholick Chureh 
be conſidered, as totmm integrale; which 
is ſuch a whole as ariſeth out of the ag 
gregation of all particular Churches; (as 
an Army is made -up-of allithe ſeveral | 
Regiments and Troopyyer: Kingdom 
of all the Cities and Counties within it) 
it cannot be the firſt fubje& of the-Keyes, 
;. e. of all Church-power: For, t, parti» 
cular Churches are che Members, which 
give the eſſential cauſes, whence the- in>: 
tegrity: of this whole is made ups and 
RAE theres 


therefore, in nature, before it; as the cauſe 
is before its cffe&. 2, Church-Officers, 
with-their Offices, are ſit ordinarily, by 
Chriſts Inſtitution, only in ſuch a Church, 
where they. are called the Choſen 3 bur 
that is a particular Chureh 3 A4@; 14. 234 
Tit. Is Js For that choice and calling 15 the 
foundation of the relation between Pa- 
fiors and People, and of the duties both 
of the Rulers, and of the Ruled, mutu- 
ally; A&: 20. 29. 1 Pet. 5-2. Heb: 13. 174 
» If a Catholick integral Church ariſeth 
Gran all particular Churches, as Members 
ef it, joyned together 3 then it muſt be 
diſtin from them all, .as the whole Bo- 
dy is a thing diſtin from its ſeveral 
Members 5* then alſo there miſt be ſome 
- Officer, and —_— ag Adq be- 
longing, to it, . whi oth ' not apper- 
hls 49 particular Churches ; as hk 
is a General over an Army, beſides the 
Captains -and Officers of the ſeveral Re- 
giments3 and a Supreme. Monarch in a 
Kimmpgdom, ' befides the Governors in the 
ſeveral Corporations, aud Counties :' But 
nm fach Catholick-Church, diſtin& from 
all'/particular Churches, can be ſhewen, 
nor: Officers, or acts of it; beſides thoſg 
particular Ghur- 


which are.cxerciſed/4n 7 
ches.- 4+, Dioceſan» Biſhops look At* theſe 
avords, as giving the Keysto them ds the 
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eminency; fog orders ſake 3 yet, for 
yorngiogah ol POW, buts " _ 
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as of the apo 


aſſume the power athon quay = 3 
riſdiction, as ck y t 6 Ser Sl 
#0- A claim, which King, Fomes, whe- "1 


ther out of his policy ( whic he called his 
King-craft ) or out of his inlight into 
the Scripture, would not ſuffex them to 
pretend, in his time. Nor indeed is there 
any warrant for it in Scripture, as it hath 
been abundantly proved by. fundry wit- 
neſſes againſt that uſurpation. We read 
of Biſhops in the New-Teftament, but 
what ? Not one Biſhop over many Chur- 
ches, but many Biſhops over one Church 
not Diocelang but Congregational ' Bi- 
ſhops. . Phil-1.1- Thoſe whom Lake calls 
Elders, inA&-20-17. Pax! calleth Biſhops, 
1n v. 28. The Biſhops which the Apoſtles 
acknowledge to be Chrifts Ordinance, to 
continue. in; the Chriſtian Church, axe 
Congregational Elders, 3 Tim3-1-B. Tits 
I.5,7- 1 Pet. 5-1,2+ and all the Wer: nl 

Elders are oyumpeoClrzpa, fellow , 
coequal in 2uthority,, aboyes whom Payl 


acknowledgeth no Rulers in: the 
but gather [ers theſe above all, 1 Tim-5. 17. og 
Andywhen, after the Apoſtles time;one of ery hiſt. 
the Paſtors was called Biſhop, by way.of copr 
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| KY. To 
; conſent of the Presbytery 3- 2. with cons 
Dr. Cudy, 1ent, and in the preſence, of the People: 
on the What is pleaded from Titus his ordaining, 
Poſtſcript 7zz. 1. 5. helps not their cauſe : for he 
fo Gale. gig it, as an Evangeliſt, notas a Dioceſan 
Prelgate and the Office of Evangeliſts, 
together with the Apoſtles, ceaſeth. The 
Poſtſcript of the ſecond Epiſtle to Tino 
##y, where he is called, the firſt Biſhop of 
the Churchof the Epheſians 3 and of that 
to Titzs,where he is called,the firſt Biſhop 
of the Church of the Cretians, are Apocry+ 
phal ( as the reſt are) and the firſt con- 
ſiſteth not with 2 Tim. 4-5. where Timo» 
thy is called an Evangeliftgand therefore, 
not tyed to perſonal reſidence, to abide 
in one place ( as Biſhops and Paſtors are 
but the Evangeliſts were to go from place 
to place, to ſet things in order, and con- #* 
firm theChurches planted by the Apoſtles. * 
"The ſatne may be {aid of Titws: Nor is the 
"Poſtſcript of that Epiſtle of morc credit 
than the former, where the Scribe faith, it 
| "was written from lis. Hiperizs juſt- 
2 Iy difliketh the ground of that opinion m 
1 the Scribe, which,beMith,was from Tit-3. 
\. 12+ Becauſe Paw bade Titzs cometo him - 
.'* -to'Nitopolis;. for he determined to winter 
© * \tbere 5 whereas, it he were there at that 
- ' time; he! would have ſaid, I puspoſe to 
" 54 WIntes 
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winter here, not there 3 as Bezz2 noterh; 
5- Others conclude from this Text, 
that the power of the Keys. 2--e: the po- 
wer of Ordination and Eccleſiaſtical Jus 
riſdiction, is given in Peter, to Charch- 
| Officers only, eſpecially to Paſtors and 
! Teachers. And that fuch only, or prin- 
4 cipally, are meant in this Grant, they en- 
deavour to prove by five reaſons, elpeci- 
ally. We will exarnine*thetn ſeverally,and 
briefly; - | 
I- Reaſ. Becauſe the Keys are given ta 
Stewards by Office. 1 Cor. 4+ I. 2Cor. 4+ 5» 
ITim.3. 15. Iſa. 22. 12+] | 
Anſw. 1. The three former Texts ſpeak 
of the Apoſtles and Evangelifts Office, and. 
in them, of Paftors and Teachers, not of 
Ruling-Elders. But, I ſuppoſe they will 
* not deny the Ruling-Elders to have a Key 
* of Officealſo; The laſt Text proveth ons 
. ly, that #he Key ſometimes ſignifies Offices 
power given to a Steward, which none 
* deny. But this toucheth not this Text, 
* Mat. 16. which means not only Office= 
@. Power. but all Power, which ſerves @q ſhut 
and opengthe Houfe or City of God ; not 
power of the Steward only, but the power 
of the Spouſe and Wite of this-great 
/* King, to whorg,the Lord Chriſt, 45 hee 
. 5, Husband, kcing gone into a far Country, 
( > © even 
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nat anto the Family, and xgzecq, AS Occa- 


.ment, and to call the Steward to his place, 


"Elders. | Anfw# 1. Though it is true, that 
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even tb Heaven, hath given power to ad- 


fion ſhall require, and for. thoſe ends, to 
judgealſoz becauſe ſuch aCts require judg- 


and to put him into it, and to put a Key 
of Office, by Election, into his hand : and 
therfore,though all power be not formally 
in her, yet it cometh originally from her. 
Real. 2: Becanſe, Chrift bere giveth the | 
Keys only to thoſe, to whom he giveth Official 
Warrant and Authority, for the afinal ex-\ 
erciſe thereof, in opening and ſhutting, bind- 
3ng and looſing, 1. &. only to Teachers and 


Official Warrant and Authority 1s given 
only to Teachers 6 Elders,only Teaching % 
and Ruling Elders have that formally ; 7; 


Yet, 2-The power of the Keys is far larger * 
than Office-power, viz. to admit, reject, 


&*c- -3- They have their Ofhce from the: 
Church, and their Office-power, by the" 


_ Church, originally : Therefore there was 


power” im the Church, betore Othce-po-” 
wer, @yhich did communicate and con-{ 
veigh Office-power to its Officers. 
3+ Reaf. To bind and loſe , are afis 
the Office-power of Paſtors, Rulers, Feeders 


- fn and paſtoral preaching, which 


wot belong to Believers. | % 


inding 2 bin , takeh in 
the largeſt ſenſe, as in this cog th compre= 

hend the exerciſe of all the a&s of the 
- | . Keys, or Church-power : and theſe as 
e, F are not only by publick and paſtoral 
y { preaching (for then, the Ruling-Elder 
d | - ſhould haveno Key to bind or boole); z biit 
y alſo by Admonitions, Excommunicati- 
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Anſw. B 


ons, Admiſſions, which ifſue from a po- e2 
he # werof judging, not proper to the Paſtors FYy 


at & only, but common to the People with 
x-Y -them. 2: Though the -Keys be given to 
1-% the Church yet ſhe may not exerciſe any 
14 a proper to Ofhce-Power, without Of 
at ficers, whom ſhe doth and muſt call to that 
enY end, and ſubmit to them in the due ex+ 
ng ercile thereof. 
yz; 4 Reaſ. If-this place give not warrant 
er © atd authority to Officers, what warrant bave 
&,” they for their Office-Power?\ 
he Anuſw. 1: This place gives warrant fot 
he*/ the People to chooſe their Officers, - ac« 
-a3. cording to Chriſt's appointment, and the 
o-* Church doth accordingly call them .to 
n-& that place, and inveſt them with Office, 

F with voluntary profcfſed' ſubjection to 
| them, in the right exerciſe of, that power 
58 of Office; which belongs unto them in 
:þK the Lard. 2, The feveraladts of Office> "- 
powet to be exerciſed by them, are abuns 
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dantly warranted in other places of Scrip- 
Urs * 

5. Reaſ. They to whom the Keys are here 
given, doe aithoritatively forgive and re- 
tain fins, and their Atis are valid in Hea- 
ven ; but the Church of Believers, wanting 
Officers, cannot by any warrant of Scripture, 
authoritatively forgive and retain ſins. | 

Anſw. The word, Authority, ſometimes 
is taken more generally, tor Porper, ſome- 
times more ſtrictly and properly, for Ru- 
ling and Ofhce-Power. In the firſt (enſe, 
the Church hath power to foregive judi- 
cially, in 2 Cor.2. 10- in reference to their 
former cenſure. The Officers forgive au- 
thoritatively, in the fecond ſenſe. We 
procecd to the laſt interpretation. 

6: Others look at the Keys as given to 
Peter here, in the name of a particular 
viſible Church, indefinitely taken 3 not of 
this or that particular dehnite Church, 
that all other Churches ſhould receive the 
Keys from them, or be ſubject to the po- 
wer of the Keyes in their hands: For that 
will not ſtand with the parity of Churches 
among themſelves : for, par in parem not + 
babet imperiums Therefore the Church, 
Here intended, muſt be taken generally, 
and indetinitcly, as comprehending, it-ic 
any particular viſible Churchy, one-as well 
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ing its particulars, If it be objected a- 
gainſt this, that Peter was not a Member 

of ſuch a Chriſtian Congregation, when 
+, / Chriſt ſpake theſe words unto him. I an- 
4 NMwer, It is true : for no ſuch Church 
was then conſtituted. No more was there 
a Presbytery then conſtituted, when Chriſt 
directed Peter and thpreſt, in caſe of pri- 
vate offence obſtinatly perſiſted in, after 
proceeding in the firſt and (econd ſep, to 
zell the Church, in Mat. 18. which yet they 
hold, but not truly, to be the Presbytery, 
as we ſhall evince hereafter, with the af- 
fiſtance of Chriſt. But, in the mean time, 
all grant that that Rule ſerveth to order 
Members, how to procced in ſuch caſes, 
when particular Churches ſhould be con- 
ſtituted. And the ſame reaſon is of force 
in this Text alſo. Some have thought 
that Chriſt giveth the Keys in this Text, 
not to the Church of Believers, of which 
he ſpake in the former verſe, ; but to the 
Elders becauſe he alterethr.the:form of 
his ſpeech ; tor, having ſpoken, .the 
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my Church, and the Gates of Hell ſhall not 


yerſe, 
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as another, or the general Church as exiſts 


former verſe, of the Church, in the third 
perſon, ſaying, Vpon this Rock I will build,” . 


prevail againſt it > he faith not, in this © 
ah 1will give unto it the Keys, bug 
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varying the perſon; he turneth his ſpeech 
to Peter, ſaying, and wnto thee I will give 
the Ktyes of the Kingdom of Heaven: but 
this is a miſtake. Here is no changing of 
perſon, nor turning of ſpeech, in Chnift's 
giving the promiſe of the Keys 3 but, as« 
Chriſt began, ſo he contirueth his ſpeech 
to Peter, upon occafion of his confeſſion. 
In ».'17. Chriſt prongunceth Peter bleſſed, 
from the cauſe of his confeſſion. In y. 18. 
he giveth a promiſe of reward to Peters 
confcſſion, that,upon this, as upon a Rock, 
be will build bs Church, and eſtabliſh it, as 
impregnable againſt the gates of Hell, In 
&Tot? Ec- V+ 19. he giveth unto Peter, upon occaſt- 
cleſiededit on of his publick confeſſion in the name of | 
Chriſs' the Church, a promiſe of the Keys of the | 
claves, ſed ..,. | f | 
ita, ut in Kingdom of Heaven. Thereforethis pro- 
Eceleſi4 miſe is given to the Church, in Peter, in 
terti efjent ſuch ſort,as, though the ule of the Keys be 
I - ow” various, according, to the variety of cal- 
Dur ad ſa- 119gs in the Church, yet the power it (elf of 
- Jutem Ec- the Keys, 1s here originally and primarily 
eleſie, he camitted to the*Church in general,cxiſting, | 
Net. 7c. in particular Churches. 1 might produce : 
in prec. 4. ſundry Writers,both ancient and modern, 
 euzſt. 3. 'of other Countries, and our'own, if need 
, F74.PpE. 1:quired, to confirm this Expoſition ( yea, 


+ # PoBt | 
leſil; 2 the Authors quoted by M P. not a 
97s ? ſhaft only 


ba. "conſenting herein 3) but my 2 
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mention Cyprian and Augnſtine, who, try * © 
# ſundry places, ſpeak the-ſame: with us. 
And the two I the rather name, becauſe 
” Ifindin approved Hiſtories, that ſundry: 5 
Martyrs, being confirmed in this Truth, 
by their Teſtimonies, have ſealed it with 
their blood. Hieronimus Savanarola, a 
Godly learned: Preacher in Florence, a 
man endued with a Prophetical Spirit, ,,,, «. 
was there burnt, for denying the primacy ro Teſt. . 
of the Pope, teaching, that the Keys were verir.cont. 
given, Ecclefie toti, non #3 - Petro, to the Papam: 
whole Church; and that the Communion ?: 55+ 
ſhould be adminiſtred ſub mtraque ſpcie, 
and againſt humane Traditions, and the 
Popes indulgencies, and the wicked lives 
of the Cardinals and Prieſts; and for 
preaching free Juſtitication by Faith in 
Chriſt, znd that the Pope. is Antichriſt, 
This was about the year, 1499+ In our | 
own Land, Fobx Lambert, in- the ygar, Fox Mars. 
1538, was burnt to death, bythe ſeny ; rw ith 
eence of King Henry the 8th, himſelf ſit- p57 Je 
ting in judgement upon hims/with all 4 
his Nobles and Biſhops, by th#wicked 
counſel of Stephen Gardiner, upottss Ar- 
ticles, whereof this was the 43 Article, 
Whether he bclieved the Pape was Chritts 
Vicar, and had;power , on carth to 4 
and. ooſe ? He denycd that the Pope. was _ 
| G4 ute... IF 
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W" ®  Chrifts Vicar, and affirmed, that the Keys 
Eo were given to Peter, not for himfelf alone, 
4 but in the name of the Church, ad prov- 
1 Fdem,3bid. cd it out'of Cyprian, de fimplicitate Cleri- 
> © ** * corum, and Aug. de Agone Chriſtiano | 

Alſo Sir Fohn Borthwick,a Scottiſh Knight, 
in the year 1540, was condemned by the 
Arch Biſhop of St. Andrews, then Cardi- 
nal of Scotland, and the Popes Legate, 
with ſundry Popiſh Biſhops, upon ten 
Articles,of which this was the farſt, touch- 
ing the Popes Supremacy, grounded up- 
on Mat.-16- To thee will T give the Keys : 
which he, from that place, confuted, af- 
firming that the Keys were given to the 
Church in Peter;, which name was given 
him upon his confeſſion of Chrift, in the 
name of the whole Church 3 and confirm- 
ed his aſſertion, out of Cyprian and Au- | 
goofs So that thys is no new, nor fingu= | 
Jawexpoſition of theſe words, or practice # 
| taken up by ſome few of late. Not new 3 | 
'2 for Cyprian wrote about the year 250 at- 

| ' _ _ terChriſt; and Arguſtize, about the year 
4103 the laſt of them about 1200 years | 

fince, and the firſt above 1400 years paſt. 

I ſhall add hereunto, that, before Cyprian, 

Terfullian, about the year 200, ſhewsus, 
; that Church-cenſures were then perform- 
<d by one particular Church withip it 


ſelt, ' 


ches 3 Tertwll. Apolog. Cap-39-*Nor fingus 
lars for ſundry ſorts of Writers, in ſeve- 
ral Ages and Countries, have conſented 
therein. I will not enter into that queſti- 
on, (about which there ſeems to be ſome 
difference in apprehenfions between ſome 
Godly learned Brethren ) Whether the 
Keys are given to Peter under ſeyeral con- 
{iderations, as an Apoſtle, and as an El: 
der, and as a proteſſing Believer, all being 
taken joyntly together ? or to a ſingle So- 
ciety, or condition of men, under ſome 
ſpecial Relation, which ſhare alike in the 
equality of this Power promiled . unto 
them ? For in the ſubſtance of the matter 
they agree, 1+ That the Keys are promi> 
ſed to Peter, in the name of a Congrega- 
tional-Church. 2. That this power of the 
Reys cannot be given to one fingle Society 
formally, in all the kinds of it 3 becauſe 
it requires ſeveral forts of ſubjects for- 
mally different, viz- ſome Ruling, ſome 


Ruled, ſome Teaching, &*c. 3- That, til 


a Congregational-Church be organized, 
and compleated with all its Ofhcers, it 
cannot compleatly exerciſe the Keys com» 
mited to it- 4. That, nevertheleſs, before 
it be compleated, it hath power of the 
Keys, and is the firſt ſubje& of ion 
cxtncr 


ſelf, and not in any combination of Chir« 


Cond. 


either formally, or virtually, whereby all 


the Ordinances are adminiftred , or ad- 
miniſtrable among them. I ſhall ifſne this 
point into one DoEriual Concluſion. 

Fhe ſubordinate ordinary Power of {} 
ating Church-affairs, in the Order ap- 
pointed by Jeſus Chriſt, for attajament of - 
the ends of Church-Communion, is given 
by Chriſt to a viſible Congregation of 
confederate Believers, as the firſt and 
proper ſubje& of it. + 

In the handling of this point, I ſhall 
note ſomethings ,, 1- For Explication- 
2- Confirmation of itg3- Draw ſome Con- 
{cQarics. - od 

1. For explication of it, I ſhall endea- 
your to clear five particularss 

I. What I mean by Subordinate Po» © 
wer. | Suboxdinate Power is that which 
wholly dependeth on Chriſts Ordinance 
and Inſtitution, who is the Supreme and 
-only Monarch and Head of the Church 3 
and therefore his revealed Wilt muſt be 
attended in all Church-Adminiſtations, as 
the offly Rule, from which they may not 
{werve- to the right hand, or to the left, 
for-any -humane policies, or-: preterices 
whatſoever, by adding ought theretg, or 
taking any thing therefrom. -'To - this 
Ehrift lmited his Apoſtles, who were the 
TE "?""":. "Aighed 
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18,19,20- And, accordingly, Paul firialy 
charged Timothy, and, in him, all the 
3 Churghes arid Church-Officers, to keep this 
| Commandment, without ffot, unrebukable, 
#ntil the appearing of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 5 
&c. 1Tim-6+13,14,15-, They muſt affume 
to themſelves only. that power, which he 
hath allotted them, and not exerci(c it any 
otherwiſe than he hath allowed them. 

2+ Why I add ordinary,to ſubordinate. ] 
Tt is added, to difference that Power, 
which refideth in the Church for conti- 
nual uſe in ordinary diſpenfations, from 
that which was in the Apoſtles for a tane, 
by the gift of Chriſt. Both Apoſtolical- 
Power, and Church-Power agree in this, 
that they are received immediately from 
Chriſt. For, as he faid to. thes Apoſtles, 
whoſe ſins ye remit, they are remitted, &c. 
Foh. 20. 23+ So he ſaid to the Church, 
both here, in Peter, and in Mat. 18. 18. 
IF hatſoever ye ſhall bind, or looſe on earth, 
&c: So that, neither did the Apoſtles re 
ceive their Power from the Church, nor 
doth the-Church receive its power frony 
the Apoſiles, but bothr immediarly from 
Chriſt : and therefore, as the Apoſtles had 
their Power , before viſible Chriftith< 
Churches were conſtituted; fo ſuch hy: = 


ches have and hold their Power, when 
Apoſtles ceaſe to be on carth. ” But herein 


theſe two Powers differ; 1, That Apo- Þ 
Golical Power was centred in onefingle.# 
- Perſon, and extended it ſelf to the arcums- » 


ference of all Churches. Each ApoMe had 
the Power of the whole Church, and of 
all the Officers of the Church 3 when he 
was abſent from the Churches, he could 
adminiſter Seals and Cenſures, as if he had 
the preſence and concurrenee' of the 
Church : and, if he was preſent in any 
Church that wanted Officers, an Apoſtle 
had power to execute every Office, for 


the, Church. And+this their Power ex- | 


tended it {elf as much to all Churches, as 


to any one. Their Line went out into all the | 


World, Pſal. 19.4. with Rom- 10-18. Mat- 


28. 19+ For as the Father ſent Chrift the 3 
Mediator, with fulnels of Soveragin Po- # 


wer 3 ſo Chriſt ſent his Apoſtles with ful- 


neſs of Miniſterial Power , Foh. 20. 21.. | 
But Church-Power is not in- one man, q 


but in a Society, and to be exerciſed vari- 
ouſly by ſeveral perſons in that ſociety, 
according to variety of callings. Are all 
Teachers? 1 Cor. 12429. Hence, 2. That 
was extraordinary, and to laſt but for a 
time : but this 15 ordinary, and to'conti- 


nue to the end. Revs 4-1: 
£9 3. What 
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what te ating them imports. ] The 
Church-affairs are the Ordinances of 


& Chriſt,called here the Keyzs,in a largedenſe, 
Tthe word of the Covenant, and the ſeals 
1 of the Covenant,and the Cenſures; Theſe 


the Church may be faid to a&, by opening 
and ſhutting. 1. They open the doors of 
the Church ſabordinately, when they ad- 
mit only ſuch, and all ſuch, to fellowſhip, 
whom Chriſt receiveth, Rome 14- 1, 3» 
2. The doors of office in the Church they 
do open in the Church ſubordinately, 
when they ele& and ordain ſuch unto 
Offices, as Chriſt hath prepared and called 


. © thereunto, according to the rule in 1 Ting 


3+ I ---14+ and: then only to ſuch Offices 


Bf 55 Chritt hath GT3H kinnahinth= bhich 


; binde men from Church--Ordinances, 


are only four, Rev. 4. 6,7,8- For Widows 


are included in Deacons. Theſe arc xe>- 


duced to two general heads, in Phil. 1.1- 
and {o are-their fun&tions; in Rom. 12+ 
6, 7- and yeeld unto them all, and only 
that power which Chriſt hath annexed to 
their Ofhce, and particularly unto Teachs 


ing and Ruling Officers, that ſubje&tion; 


and honour which the word calls for,Hebs 
13-17 1 Tim. 5.17, IS. 3- They 
ſhut the -Doores of - the Church , and 


and 


, 
; 


and Priviledges3 1. By notgdmitting thoſe 


to Church-fcllowſhip, agatraſt-whom they 
have juſt exceptions, Ad. 9. 26, 2. By 
judging and cenſuring {candlaous' mem- 
bers, whether Brethren or Officers. ac- 
cording to Chriſts Rules, Mat» 18.17, 18. 
and 1 Cor.5- 3+» By holding them under 
cenſure, without releaſe, till their repen- 
tance be to fatisfaction, according to 
Chriſt's Rules, 2 Cor.2.6,7- 

4+ What the order js, wherein Chriſt 
will have theſe Church-affairs to be a&- 
ed ? ]yThe order is this. Firſt, a company 
of Believers, being fatisfied concerning, 
the ſpiritual ſtate of one another, and their 
fitneſs for Church-fellowſhip, and there- 
upon confederating together, to walk 
together in all the Ordinances of Chriſt, 
with mutual watchfulneſs and ſubmiſſion 
one «to another 1n the Lord, become a 


Congreegational-Church. They haye now | 
the eſſentials of a Church. 2. Being ſuch, | 


they muſt look out from among them- 
ſelves for ſuch Officers as Chriſt hath gi- 


ven to his Church 3 theſe they muſt chuſe | 


- and ordain, profeſling their voluntary ſub- 
miſhon to their Ofice-Rule, and Autho- 
xity, in the Lord. Till this be done, they 
cannot compleatly at all Church-affairs, 
in due order. Tall they have; Teaching- 


Elders, 


. 


8. | 


» 


< 


Elders, though there be gifted-Brethren 


among them that may Propheſie, x Cor. 
14- yet they have none'to gave themſelyes 
contizwally to Prayer ( according to the 
neceſſitiesfand occaſions of the Church) 
and to the Miniſtry of the Word, Af. 6. 4- 
Such atteudance being proper to Officers 3 
Rom- 12. 7- Nor, 3+ to preach the word 
with authority, as an Ofhcer muſt. Tit. 2. 
15- Nor, 4 to adminzſter tbe Seals, 
which Chriſt hath annexed to the official 


preaching of the Word, Mat. 28. 19, 20. 


Without Ruling-Elders, who ſhall call the 
Church together, as the Apofiles did, on 
ſpeciall weighty occaſions, A&.6.2 ? Who 
ſhall prepare matters for the Church, 

1. By examining Officers or Members, ' 
before they be received of the Church, 
Rev. 2. 2. 2. By ſigting and clearing the 
queſtion and proofs, and trying, whether 
matters have been carried according to 
Rule, privatly, in the firſt and ſecond itep, 
before any offence be preſented to ha 
Church, which was ſecret at farſt, ac 
cording to Mat- 18-17. 3- By directin 
thoſe that are to give ſatisfaction. to t 

Church,in caſe of offence conceiv'd-againſd 
them, how to carry themſelves, accord- ' 
mg, to rule, to removeit, as the Apoſtles 
and 'Elders, being met at the Houſe of 


Fames, 


” o = 1 
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" 4,mes, did to Paul, AF-21.19. Tothele 
eads, other like caſes are to be referred: 
; Who ſhall moderate debates in the Church # 
Aſſembly, and order ſpeaking and ſilence * 
in the Church,:according to Rules of or- | 
der; and edification ? 1 Cor. 14+ 26, 40s 
Who ſhall hold forth light from the Rule, 
to guide the apprehenfions and judgment 
of the Brethren,in difhcult caſes ? accord- 
ing to Ezek: 44. 23,24» Laſtly, who ſhall 
diſmiſs the Church Authoritatively, with 
a Bleſſing, in the name of the Lord ? 
Numb.6423 -- 26+ and Heb. 7.7. And who © 
{hall take care of the humane affairs of 
the Church, if Deacons be not choſen and 
ordained ? This Office-Power the Church 
_ -Indeed hath nbt formally in it ſelf; yet it 
hath it virtually, and originally. As the 
ſtock of a Tree hathy not immediate po- | 
wer to bring forth fruit; yet it hath po= # 
wer to produce branches which do bring; 
forth fruit z ſo the Church of Believers, 
though it hath not immediate power to 
'a&t an Office, in the things proper there- 
unto, yet 1t hath power to take ſuch 
- Officers as may perform the ſame in 
- Chriſt's order. 
* $, Why this Power 18 faid to be given 
. to a vitible Congregation of confederare 
Believers, as the firlt and proper __ 
; Oo 
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fit? This exprefion ferveth toſhew? , 
| bong 3. 6 ory indetmitely, or 


* the 
4 exiſts in particular Congregations, to each 


1 weri1s given tothe Chutch 'to be ated; 

* in Admiflions; Ele&ions,” and' Cenfures; 

* only by ſuch ni whoſe tiame Peres made 
* this confefſion, viz: a Community of Diſ% 
 ciples walking in the profeſſion of the” F aith; 

{ with conſent; that is, to a Society of believ<*® _ 
; ing men 4 tor Women; though Bglievers; 


See $6.4 


three partiqtlars. 1. That I ſpeak of 2 


hurch in its general natare, at it 


of which it communicates its whole na- 
ture, and with. it Ml its" priviledges: and 
power 'to0' thent all; being ſpecics of it, 
firſtly and equally 3 fo that each pazticu- 
lar Ohinrch hath all Chitch-Power, that-- , 


are excepted by the Rule 't Tins 218414: 

2. Profeſſing Believers 3 therefore Childften 

and diltraSed perſons arenot. capable of "» 

this power, beitig unfit to jllWge, 1 Cor. 5. =. 

12; and ſo are they that are Deaf 'and Fs 
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| Pumb. © 3+: Such as walk, in the (rifſion | 
of the Faith, with conſent. Therctoretuch 
25 are under publick cenſure. for ſcandals 
| m Life or Doctrine, are diſabled, as ha- 
ving, for the time, loſt their priviledge and 
power. Laſtly, it the Church it {elt be 
generally corrupted ov divided. -amon 

themſelves, as 1t were, into- two equa 
parts# it cannot aCt this power, nor claim 
an intereſt in this pronyſe, which .is gi- 
ven to a Church  afſembly .m  Chriſts | 
Name, with competent agreement among, 3 
themſelves. Mat. 18. 17, 18, 19, 20. : 
3- That this Power is given to ſuch a | 
Church, not only objectively tor their ' 
ge but ſubjectively and firſtly, fo that ; 


e Church is the firſt recipient ſubje& of | 
it. For Officers are-given to the Church, x 
Epheſ. 4. $, 11. not as meer adjunQts are | 
given to a ſubject, but as integral parts, | 
tor compleating, the integrity .and per- | 
fection of the whole body of the Church : * 
and, if they be ſo given to the Church, 
*the Church is the recipient ſabje& of 3 
them : and though the Church gannot by 
it {elf exerciſe the Teaching _ Rulijng- 
Elders Office yet they may by their Ot- 
ficers 3-as the body, though it cannot ſee 
by.ir ſelf, yep it may by the eyes which 


are given [to it tor that end. |. - | 
12 | 2.4 he 
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| Diftorum intelligentia ex caufis diftorum * 
” ſumendz eſt, For Chriſt's queſtion to the 
s$ Diſciples, which was the cauſe,of Peter”s 


ye that I am ?. Hereupon Peter, in the name 


OP "EOOY 


ſach a Church is the firſt and proper ſub- 
je of this power 3 ſhall be double. 1. By 
Scripture. 2. By Reaſons 

1. By Scripture,it may be proved from 
ſundty Texts. | 1. This in _ clearly 
confirmeth it, if that good ancient rule 
of expounding. Scripture be received, 


confeſſion here, was only concerning the 
Faith common to the Church. 1#hom ſay 


of the Diſciples, made this.confeſſion of | 
Faith- Chrilt teſtified his approbation of  &vis 
it, by calling him' Peter, not ſo emuchin okay # 4 
reſpect of his Office, as of his Faith thus erus popu» © 
publickly profeſſed, whence alſp viſible 1#s Chri-"' x 
Believers are called lively ftones, 1 Pet. 2: rh 3 _ 
4, 5. and Chriſt added to this praiſe of Pes ith as | 
ter a twofold promiſe. 1. Of-edifyingverbis Dog 
and ftabliſhing the Church, «pox this Rick, Mini, SET 
2. Of affording it ſufficient ineans for 53+ -- 2 
the attainment of thoſe ends, viz. the OB 
Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven,&c: Where $+ 
the Kingdom of Heaven, or vilible Church | 
of Chriſt on earth, is cotnpared to a City, 
or Houſe; th&;Dogr or Gate whereof is 
Chriſt ;” the Keys are all inſt means, 
"Rs H 2 *- - whereby 


whereby an entrance into'Chriſt arjd his 
Kingdotn, viſibly; is opened and ſhar, the 
ſubordinate power whereof is here given | 
to the Church immediately. ef ; 
The ſecond Text is in Mat. rel, IS. :; 
Tell the Church,&,if be hear #ot the Charch, | 
let bim be as an Heathen and a Publican. 
For what you ſhall bind on' Earth, ſhall. be 
bound in Heaven, &c- This cannot be 
meant of Elders aſſembling; together, and 
acting apaft from the Brethren. For no' * 
ſuch aſſembly is called the Church, in the 
New Teſtament, much leſs is this power 
given' to' them : for, in caſe of ſcandal 
given by them, they are under the power | 
of the whole: Churchy: as well as other 
Mcmber?,to be cenſured by them though, 
* when they keep the Rule, they areas El> | 
 ders;Rulers in the Church. It muſt there- | 


| 


| fore be meant of a Congregational- 
Church. "The third Text is in'1 Cor. 5. | 
where Pait exhorted the Church at Co- © 
he riath, to exerciſe this their power, which 
"8 he'calls the power ' of the Lord Feſus, v.4+ 
whereby they were #0 deliver unto Satan 
that inceſtuous perſon 3 v. 5- and' were to-: 
purge out the Aftaven 3 v. 7» and were 
to judge thoſe that are within 5- v:12. and 
20 pus away that wicked perſon from among | 
them 53-7415 ind this Part calls a hs 
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nent inflicted by many, 2 2 Cor. 2 6- Thus 
he eſtabliſheth their power to bind, 'and 
na * teacheth them how to uſe it”; and, in 
like manner, he exhorteth them , upon 
the -mans 4 tance, to turn the Key, 
and to 0 e Door' of Chriſtian liber- 
ties to i. and 'to looſe him from the 
former cenſure, by forgiving him, in a 
. legal or judicial ſenſe, 2 Cor.2. 7, 10- And 
that this Church at Corinth was a meer 
Congregational-Church, it may be evin- 
ced from hence, that the whole Chureh 
was.no- larger, then was wont to meet 
together in one place, 1 Cor#14-23.for Ge 
ordinary worſhip of God. 
2. By Reaſons, © - 
T. Becauſe in ſacha Congregationsl- 
' Church are all the cauſes of- this power. 
1. Efhcient; the Inſtitntion .and Ordi- 
nance of Chriſt, who delegateth this ſub- 
- 4 ordinate power, to whom tt pleaſeth him, 
- © by hisown qioenens, 2. "The matt- 
1 © rial cauſe; vikble Believers, - 3, 'The for- 
mal.cauſe 3 Covenanting together t0'walk 
in all the Ordinances of Chriſt, 2nd X0 
- ſabmit mutually one-to another -i -1114 
' Lord; to be reclaimed; if they -err 
the rules ;' or to-he cenſared: by the p 
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-tional-Church might deriye it, but it 15 


 dinate to angther. Therctoxe they derive 


- . made up of the Elders and Meſſengers 
| ſent from; particular Churches, and haye 
' their being fromehem 3 nor do they ſend 
. them to them, to borrow any Church- Þ 


| Cue? at Antioch did frem the Church * 
- T4 no Church-power from them. ; 


hos Kr are dead, -or cenſured, or rgjet- 


(2) 


2. -Becauſe there is, no former ſubjet 
of this power, from whence a Congrega- 


communicated, by means of the Church, 
to all that-partake of it, aud it remaineth 
in the Church, when others are removed. 
They chooſe their own Elders : _ 
fore they had this power virtual] 

them before they had Elders, an ſo 
could not derive it from them, 2+ All 
particular Churches are' of equal power 
within themſelves,not one of them ſubor- 


7, mM — 


it not from other particular Churches. 
3+» Synods, both lefler and larger, are 


power, but only light trom them 3 as the ; 


© feruſalem, Afts 15, Thercfore they |. 
Again, when, the. Elders of particular 


by the power of the whole for obſti- 
acy, ip ſcandalous evils, the Church ill 
I its power to chooſe others : 3 aSa 
Corporation hath its wer fill, 


Jhovgh the Magiſtrates be AG 
ih 


. they cannot have the help 


of 
y LY 
C 


but: -The came Hole m * Churchd in 
lands, by their - own' confeſſion, when 
of Synods.. .* 
Thus we prove Fire to'be'whe tictt {ubje&X 
of heat, becauſe, if it be m other thin 
as in Water, or Wood 3 it-is there by. the 
means of Fire, and, when they are xemo- 
ved, yet ſtill ivremains 4n Fire. The like 
reaſon holds in this, as you ſce, to-prove 
ſach a Church, as this of which we ſpeak, 
to be the tirlt ſubje&t of Church-Power, 
or of the Keys. 

3- Becauſe Al the acts dane immediatly 


| by the Church, in opening and hurting, 
in binding and looking, flow from this © * 


power of the Keys given them by Chritt, 


and hold it forth. 


I. Their admittins Members is ana of) 
this Power, and: holds it forth : tor, vill 


. the Brethren be fatistied; and appyove 


ones fitneſs, he einnot be received into- 
their fellowſhip 3 49.9-26- and 196474 ++ 4 
2. Their choofing Officers is dlwgatt of this 


Power, which the Apoſtles woald not vi- + 


olate; it adding Deacons, "Att. 6-3; 5. - 

and Ruling-Elders to the Church, 48:14. * 
23- and the ſame holds much woeyear- 
cerning Raſtors and Teachers. This po- 
wer Cy tian nknowicdged: to beiuchs- 


'H 4- © |. Pcople 


” "” — Ly 
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» Plcbs F FPoopl principally, to aocept or refuſe 
E—obſequens Miniſters, as they judged them. worthy 
) | proces or. unworthy... . | 
© & Deum - | 3+ Their Ardiiation of Officers, by de- 
| metuens,  pxting ſome choſen out of their: on Body 
- 3pla maxi- zherexwnta (in the rant of Officers ) #4 an alt 
| Soak of tbis Power of the Keys reliding 1 in thems 
7 I” eligen- For, 9g the Othces of» Elders in 'ge- 
*. | dignos neral, and the Authority of their Office, 
z ” facerdotes as they are Rulers, is from'Chriſt mnme- 
: an 2g diately 3 yet the.inyeſting of this or that 
þ ſandi.** lect perſon with this Othce & Authority, 
- Quod &1n xelation to this or that Church, /by ap- 
| Ipſum vi- plication of -it . t@ him in particular, ra 


: $on#6® cher than to-another,this isby the Church, 


'F 


. authoritate'deſcendere. Cypr. Ix. ep. 4+ 


J {. Ubi eſt ve: 4+. Their Expoftulating with any Mem- 
. þ 1 rae ber, :4n caſe of ſuppoſed offence, # an att of 
| | necelle eſt thig Power, whexcunto Peter ſubmitted, 
[ - Jus eligen- though an Apoſtle, n the Church at Te 
_ di, ſu ruſalem.. AQ11+2,34+ 
tires, * . 5» Their. publick Admoniſhing offenders, 
| AMclantt an att of this Power, whethex they be 
teſt, . offending Brethren, or offending Officers, 
" bp ag] . Mat. 18. 18. Col. 4+ 17. Let bim hear the 
| - Church,&c.. Say ta Archippus,. Fulfil, 8c. 
' 6. Their Excommunicating uhſtinate and 


feandalous r; wes whether aBrother, Mat. 
18.18. 1Cor, +4:5407 ans Officer, $ 
' ' ) —_ 5 


ws - "x $ 


# cdfare, thoſe that bave been #nder cenſure, 


, 2 Corl2. 7 IQ. Fr aA ad of this 


itis dolor, exeo, quod unus atque alius, obnitente plebe & con. F 


quia nec cum vera pornitentis vencrant, (pr. L.1. ep. 3., 


'mally, or virtually, before it hath Officers, 


definjtion of a man agreeth to him,though 


" of a Sogy 
OH 


js power 7 "oe Ps 
c tving ng again, or re ed ron 


to the Rule, 

(410 This 

alſo Cyprian acknowledged. to be inthe «yix oleh uf 

*People, or fraternity, who, though they perſuadeo, * 4 

gladly received fuch as returned with re- imo extore * 3 

pentance, yet he could hardly perſwade > mcg bor bor? 

theyn, yea, extort it from them, . to re- antur ad- 

ceive ſuch, in whom pride and obſtinacy mirti, Ex 2} 
appeartd, and, he juſtified them herein, juſtior fa- 4] 


b miog himſelf for too much facility. fratetpiti;,.. | 


their repent ane, accor 


tradicente, mea tamen facilitate ſuſcepti, priores exti 
quam prius fuerant, nec fidem pcenitentiz ſervate po 


I» Corollarie. | 

Then the Church is before its Officers, 
that is, it. is a true Church, eſlentially, 
and hath all Church-Power, cicher fox- 


and when.the Othcers are removed from 
It, by Death or Cenſlire. * For, 1. as A | 
194 is 2 true. man,who is a living creature oe 
endued with a reaſonable ſout, becauſe the I 


he wanteth ſome bodily Members z- ſq, a 
Church 1 115 a true Church, whi S 
of viſible Believers confederated 

togetben. 


.— M6 , 
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FIT Cong regation, M toge- 

1 atl the Ordinances of fiſt, with 
ec. © ſubmiſſion one to another, in the 
Lord {e the definition of a ck " 
agreeth tot, though it wants Ofh 
2. Sach a Church can call their Officers 
' and'thereby make them Officers to them- 
{elves : Therefore it muſt be before them, 
as the cauſe is before its efte. A Cor- 
poration hath its being and powervf a 
Corporation within it ſelf, before it 
hath Magiſtrates 3 becauſe it can chuſe 
Magiltratcs, and, when they are dead, 
or put out, can put others into their ttcad 
and place. So it is with the Church. 

2. Corollary. 

Then though the Church hath its eſſen- 
tial bein power, . without Officers 3 
yet it is PefeCive, two wWayes. 1. Inrc- 
ſpe of Mcmbers,it hath not its compleat 
integrity of Members, without them. | 
' Partimeus was a true man, without his. | 
eyes, but not perfect, with the integrity 
. of his parts and members: ſo is the 
"Church defective and mained without 
"Officers. 2. As it is defeive in its 
members, ſo alſo, in its operations, if it 
' want Officers. For, ſome Ordinances 
, cannot be at all adminiſtred in the C yeedes, 
, without Paſtors or Teache Y- 


ward _ o Phi£ which are arts 
nexed, by the Ordinance of Chriſt, t6 
E the Word of the Covenant, and the admij- 
” niſtration of them is by him limited wiito 
J Preachers of the Word by Office, Mat. 28. 
19+ and ſorhe as of Rule, as, in order- 
ing ſpeech in publick, in Chuxch-debat 
according to rules of order wry edificatt- 
on, and the like, cannot be done with- 
out Ruling-Elders- The ſame may be 
{aid of Offcial watching, to prevent or 
remove private diſorders in converſation 
among the Members. 3. Some c 
' be ſo done by others,ags by Ofhcers. 1. Not 
with that attendance to them, as the need 
and good of. the Church requireth. He 
that bath an Office is bound to Hit on it, * 
Rom. 12+ 7.'to give bimfelf to the detits 
of it continually, Act.6.4- to be 1a jt, vTim- 
4+ 15- and therefore muſt be freed by the 
Church from other diſtracting cares, 
which would diſable him to it, 1 Tim-5. 
17, 18. 2. Not with Authority, hich 
 belongeth to Ruling Officers -in t 
'Churchz as in preaching the Word with 
Authority, Heb. 13. 17. fo in other a&s, 
 whichbe properly Othcial and Authori- 
tative. Hence arileth a difference between 
Officezz,and private Members, in their 
ef Wuner of ating in things com» 
< | mon 


£1*a+- 3. - 
. 6 


- 


mon to both, A Church a; rig OK. 


cers, may appoint ſome .of their Members 
to declare the mind'of the Church, touch- 
the admiſſion of: ſuch into the fellow- 
of the Coyenant, and Memberſhip } 
with the Church, in whoſe ftnebs there- 
_ Church is ſatished 3 and in or- 
Jaining Qfficers, choſen by the Church, 
by i im fe tion of hands and Prayer z and 
in gather ng the ſuffrages of the fraterni- 
1 eclaring the judgment of the 
| Ars in Cenſures : but thele things 
they do, only at the appointment of the 
Church, pro wy vel *illa vice, The ſame 
things are done by Teaching and Ruling- 


Elders 1 in another inanner, viz. by virtue 


Feb Office, without particular leave of 
Church : for, it belongs to'them, 2s 
Officers, to. attend unto their 'Work, not 
only to Hold forth the Covenant, and to 
receive into Fellowſhip, in the name of the 
Church, thoſe whom the Church appro- 
veth, but-alſo to. try the fitneſs of thoſe 
That offer themſelves unto Fellowſhip, be- 
foxe they Propound them to the Church. 
Fhe ſame holds in Officers to be called; 


-andwhen the Church hath choſen them, 


2. agreed to ordain them, the Elderſhip 
e hands upon them. in the preſence 


of the Church, by virtue 'of JflOtce. 


Si 


Nh of ac bes th ie Gin? 
in the thizd ftep, as the e Elders do pro- 
- | pound the caſe, ſo it muſt firſt be notifies , 
- | cothem, that they may try whether che | 
> | Rule hath been attended in the two for- 
- | mer ſteps, and that they may clearall dif- 
- | ficulties, and then propound the ky 
» | whenit is found to be fit for publitk 
| | nizance, according to Rule. And being ſo, 
if they neglect to bring wv to the Church! 
> | oraſſumeany undue power to themſelyes, p 
; | they:that are offended may complain ta 
\ | the Church and; as need may xe uire, 
they are to hold forth 1 ght from - 
ture,to guide the Church? in judgi x 
in the cloſe , to propound the 7 Io” "= 
(wherein the Church cpnſenteth, and they "0 
concur with — ) CET | 


Then the K. de as 4 Church-power, 
and of ordinary Office-power, are limited, 
by the Ordinance of Chrilt;to be x 
by the Church, and Officers x 240 
within that Body, or particular I 
gation, .to' which they have a particulag 
' memberly or official Relation- The mem; 

bers of one Church cannot a& in as; 

ting the Members, choolmg the One | 

nor cenfuring Offenders another 
"Nor ay the Officers of one” -- 
Churchy .... 


- 
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| Church, adminiſter the Seals; or ordain 
| Officers, or perform other proper Ads 
of official Authority, out of their own bo- 

dy, in another Church. The Church 
may, by communion of Churches, upon | 

orderly, recommendation , receive the 

members of other Churches unto fellow- 

ſhip of ach Ordinances, 'as are for the 

comfort and ſtrengthning of the Saints, as 

the Seals are, and the Offcers may admi- 


« 
= 
” 
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nifter them to ſuch , being accepted. by the 
body : for, we have a warrant for {6 
much, from the Rule, Rome. 16:1. 3 Foh« 
9. but,not toact in judgement. For, the 
Church hath this priviledge proper to be 
judged by, and to judg,only thoſe that are 


within, 1 Cor. 5- 12. whereas I alledged: 
this Text againſt, Mr. Paget, to. prove, 
that Church-Ordinances belong only to 
© the Members of fome particular Church, 
Mr. Rntterf. mecting, with that expreſſi- 
© on, ſaith, Mr. D. will have Paltors-ſo 
35 far ſtrangers to all Congregations," ſave 
- Trheir own;that (he faith) other Churchts 
©are without, and have nothing to do to 
©3udge thern, and alledgeth for this, 1Cor- 
*5.12+ But by thoſe that are withour, 
© Paxl-meaneth, not thoſe 'that were not 
:* of the Comgregation, but he meaneth In- 
© fidels and Heathen, as in othgg, Scrip- 
Ri "Seq turch 
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© tuxes... For Pail judged and excotmmus © 
< nicated Hymenews and Alexander, 1 Tims ** 
0- | © 1.20. who were without the Church at «+. 
ch Þ| © Corinth. ] Had Mr. Rutt. ben pleaſed to" "3 
on I caſt his eye upon my own defetice of that In my A- 
he ff paſſage, printed ſundry years before he Polog.Ke- 27 
v- | put pen to paper in theſe diſputes about Ply, PS2 
he | Church affairs, he might have found that *'*? 33" 3 
as | written by me, touching the ſenſe, and 
1- $ my application of that Text, which might 
e | have prevented his exagitating that mat- 
oO || ter. Nor doth he with any congruity 
' | arguefrom Pauls Excommunicating Hys 
e | meneus and Alexander,who, he faith, were 
e without the Church at Corinth, to prove 
2 | thatPaſtors have any thing to do,to judge 
[ F judicially, or excommunicate the mems 
} 


bers of other Congregations. For Pawl 
was an Apoſtle, an extraordinary Officer; 
had an illimited commiſſion, and a fulneſs 
of delegated power both in every Church; _ 
and to adminiſter Church-Ordinances; 
without the ' fellowſhip of- a particulat. 
Church,when it could not I's F, and t@ « 
execute all Ofhces in any eh, whert -, 
Officers. were wanting : But.' Paftors: are 
ordinary Officets, have a-limited .com+ __. 
million,to do only the as of the Paſtor] be 
Office, and thoſe only+to that pargjculax, 3 
Church, by which they- are called unts. oY 
m_ "0 | 


&. 


of M 
> . on ww 
% . oY \ 
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Office; 4d.20, 28. ? Pet.5.2. Therefthe, 
though Paul on excommunicate one 
that was not of that particular Church at | 
, Corinth, yet the Paſtor to the Church at 5 
+ Corinth might not. © Yet Paxl could not'y 
excommunicate one that was no member 
of any Chiirch, but without, as Infidels 
and Heathen are : For that implies a con- 
tradicion: To conclude; The Apoſtle 
doth ſo- appropriate Chuxch-judgment, 
to thole that are within that particular 
Church; 1 Cor. 5: 12» Te judge them that 
are within, that he exempts from it in a 
due proportion, all that are not members 
of that Congregation 3 though there are 
degrees of being , without, ſome being 
fotally without all Church-communion, 
2sntidels and Heathen :* others, though 
in Church-congnunion elſe-where , yet 
not Mcommunion of memberſhip of that 
Church, to whom he wrote to' put away 
Jrom them ; not one.that was a member of 
another Church, but him that wasa mem- 
ber of thatChurch. . And, in this ſenſe, 
Mr. Ret. faith; Hymeners and Alexander 
were without the Church.at Gorinth,thou 
members 6f ſame. -other Church : for 
whigh.cauſe; the Church at Coranth could 
mot excommunicate-them,yet Paul might, 
.#d did, by his Apoſtolical Pow by: 
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Þ then or Tufidels. To conclude., one may 
$ be aid to be without this or that parti- 
cular Church , two ways. 1. Simply and 
abſolutely 3 ſo, Infidels and Heathen that 
are of no Church. 2.Comparatively, ſo the 


FR Members of other Churches , compafed 
'r. | with thoſe that are of this Body. 
2 


Fo 4+ Corollary. K 
Then Churches gathered, and Officers 
ordained, in theſe ry without Apoitles, 

2 Fare true Churches, and true Church*Offi- 
cers, according, to Chriſt ; and Churches 
thus Organized , according to the Rules 
of the Word, are true, and intire Chux- 


power, as well as thoſe Primitive Chur- 
ches planted by the Apoltles. For the 


this Charter, whereof we ſpeak; as a con- 
ditional Clauſe z which might not 
\ BE have been onftted, if Chriſt had iotend- 
 {<d, that it ſhould be always negefla- 


ry. He doth not fay , upon this Rock”: 
| my Apoſtles ſhall build my Church, and bag, 
to my Church. huilt by them I will give*-: 


the» Keys of the Kingdom 3 but , up- 
on this Rock I will build my Charch(ptz+ 


I 


Z, 
4. 
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* 1 


by his own, onfeſſion, ſome are without a © © 
part cular Church, who yet are not Hea- 


ches, and the firſt ſubjeQt of all Churchs * 


cancurrence of the Apoſtles is not pat into + 


by ſuch Mkcuments as Chriſt will rats - 


. 
be * 
” + 
. o 


* and uſe, and bleſs in-that work , inevery 
Age; ) and to this Church, thus built, he 
gives the Keys of 'the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. Obje&. But Chriſt gave the Com- 
miſſion of gathering Churches to his, A- 
poltles, in Matth. 28. 48, 19. And , when 
he aſcended up on high , he gave ſome A- 
poſes, and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evan- 
geliſts , and ſome Paſtors and Teachers, for 
the perfecting of the Saints, for the work 
af the Miniſtry, and for the edifying of the 

. Body of Chriſt, Ephef- 4-8,11,12. Anſw. 

. Thoſ&and the like Texts of Scripture do 
indeed thew, that God uſed Apoſtles prin- 
'cipally in this woxk, but not” only : For 
as tor Teach and Baptize 15 commonr to 
*other Teaching-Ofhcers , as well as A- 
poliles3. 1d the gathering of Churches, by 

, making men Diſciples of Chriſt, was 

_ dane by others, beſides Apoſtles , even in 

' the, Apoſtles days, A. 11. 20, 21. The 
diſperſed Diſciples planted the Church at 
Antioch, the Members wherSf were tirlt 
callec ift}ans, a Church whoſe! plant- 
ing Batyabas approved, ver-23, 2+ They 
thew, that God would uſe Apoſtles here- 
1m;tora.time, but not alwayes 3 which I 

-- prove, 1, From (the proper work. corf{- 

"mitted, to them, which was to make the 
af} Models and Patterns of plaififihg and 

4 "Flv 


ov 4 —_T [2 ; 4 
- £ py 6. 
_ x < - TY” "_— 
<<, # w. . MR * 
4 . . >» 4 ”, _ if #36 


: 
4 
- - - 
WY 


C28 


oa ing Churches, which ordinary In- 
ſtrumentts are bound to attend in he ga- 
thering and” conſtituting of Churches , 
I Cor- 3-6, 10+ and, in that ſenſe, their 
work continues to the end of the: World, 
though their mammer of working, 26 
from an immediate Call, Infpiratian, and 
Infallible aſſiſtance, proper to. Apoſtles; in 
making, thoſe Patterns, was,extraoxdina- 
ry, and ended with their” Office, in thi 
firſt Age , ſince whenz - there never have, 
been Apoſtles in the World. For, 
Matthias ſucceeded in the'place of- 
by . Gods Ele&ion ,.. FF. r. 26. yet 


ey ff y 
Fames was bcheaded', no Apoſtle, Ts. .- 


cholen to ſucceed himythough the A ; 
lived long, after. 2. The Apoſtle Jin, 
who lived longeſt of the Apoliles , . 
beth, by Revelation from Chrift, all-the -- 
Others that ſhould be, by Gods Ordis- © | 
nance, in Chriſtian Churches , after- that - 
Age, under four forts of living Crea» 
tures, which note the four ſoxts;pt- ordi- 
nary, Officers to continue in' thE Ehurch 
after that, Age, viz». Paſtors, Teachers ,- 
Ruling-Elders, and Deacons, REN I, 
' Ty ir | 


Ver. 19. And whatſoever thou fhalt 
 bindon Earth , ſhall be bound in 
Heaven: IWWhatſoever thou ſhalt 
looſe on Earth, ſhall be looſed in *® 


» : : a» "4 | 
| : A of 
F 4 


Heaven. 
A AHeſe words hold forth the Ratificati- 
by | on of Chriſt's grant of the Keys 


I unto a .Congregational-Church, with the 
=, _chicfty of power, under Chriſt, to manage 
E- -— *Ylefame within themſelves, for the at- 
"to 4ainment of the ends of Church-Commu- 
© Jpn nd that: this is ſpoken to Peter, 
_——> thename of ſuch a Church, and , - that 
ih Ehnſt intended to eſtabliſh; by this pro- 
22, Mile, - the compleat exerciſe of this power 
E--. mitcha Church, being compleated with 
+. all igOfficers, is clear from Matth. 18.18. 
=, whe the fame promiſe is given; by name 
..”. $0 ſuch a Church. The words therefore, 
| mn ſuchme, hold forth a grant from,Chriſt 
$7 to his Church of an indiſpenble power of 
=, Church-cenſures, within themſelves: which 
| may be thus evinced, The cenſure that 
A is cſtablifhed in Heaven cannot be diſpen- 
"I fed-with, nor reverſed by-any power on 

E Earth: But the cenſure , that is. admini- 
ſired by a Congregational-Churchy is eſta- 
bliſhed in Hgaven : Therefore if.cannot 
he diſpenſed withall, nor reverlpſ by any 
2: 50 


L 85 
- 


: 


», 
: 
Sp 4 


: - 
* a» EEE 
*$F u 
a. rY 


þ x. _— \ f 
a = «1 o þ £ - bs, ' who'$ 
- , wy , > , - pus 
#" x Þ 
q * _ 
. : 
: b 4 
. 


power on Earth. The Propoſit tion, a _ 
would think might paſs without op 
tion , but I find this Objection ron 
ainſt it. Obj. The ſentence of an interiour 
Y Fides or Court proceeding rightly, is eſta- 
bliſhed in Heaven z yet we may appeal 
from it z Why will not the ſameholg in 
Chugch-cenſyres alſo ? Anſw. 1; Becauſe 
the promiſe of binding, in Heavett,” 15 not 
given by Chriſt to the cenfures of Civil 
Courts ; For 1t is not a Civil,but a Spiri- "a 
tual binding that is here meant. Y 
cauſe there 1s not par ratio betwee 
The reaſon why appeals may” 
from the ſentence of infexfour Civil 
Courts and Judges , is,becauſe there” is 4 _ *,.. ; 
Supreme Court i being , to which the - "38 
appeal may bt brought, and there profe- © 7 
cuted, and thereby determined ( as the 2 
inferiour Courts in Iſrael ftood under the 7, .-** 
higheſt Synedrion 3 ) bat there3snq- ben $6 | 
Supreme Court ordained Hy Chrift over EW 
particular , Churches: The' tons! cv. 
That the cenſure that is adrmiriifited by i © | 
Congregational-Chutch is ſtabliſhed. in 
Heaven, is ,cxpreſly in the Text, 'as' it 
hath been expounded; True, fay fome,' 
what-a particular Church binds on Eazth, OT 
clave lank may is bound 1 in Heavenyhut | © 
the! Chiarch tay err H Ln there-" 


. 
> _—_— — 


Ot 


—w 
, 


. 
»- 


fore appeal may be mage, and then their 
binding power is gone. - Anſw. 1. If poſ- 
{bility of expivg 1 Judgment be a war- 
rantable-ground of appealing; from parti- 


cular Churches 3 then the appeal muſt be 
- Shade to ſuch a Tribunal and Judge, as | 

cannot err, which is to be found only in 
Heaven. 2. On this ground, the univer- 
{al Church repreſented in a general Cbun- 
cil ( much more, inferiour Syzods and 
Claſſes ) ſhould not have power to bind, 


ithout appeals. For a general Council 
nay a and hath errcd 3 not ſeldom, but 
often3"not in ſmall matters only , but 
1n thoſe bf the greateſt moment 3 yea they 
may be as much inclined to err, as parti- 
cular Churches : For the greateſt part of 
vilible Churches in the World are for the 
molt part corrupt. It it be (aid, There 
are. more eyes, & plus vident oculi quam 
aculus? Tanſwer z True , ceteris paribus, 
viz, if they ar@® equally near the niark 3 
but their ſight is hindred more than par- 
ticular Churches are in their proper con- 
cernments, as they are further trom the 
mark , in ſuch cafes , than particular 
Churches. And it particular Chuc- 
ches have not full power of Excoms», 
munication, becauſe they may err, be cor» 
rupt,be partial, be divided 3 upon: the fame 
30 ground, 
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pround, neither Claſſical, Nationat 5 not 

Occne _ rr wr have any ſuch 
wer 3 for they may err, be corrypgybe 

= Partial; be divided alſo. 3. Chriſt; who 

be & well knew what is in man, and what is 

as f beſt for the good of his people , hath gi+ - 

n {| ven unto his particular Churches , not- 

r- I withſtanding their poſſibility of egring; 

| {| an indiſpenſable power of judgment , in 

d {| thcir own matters , within themſelves: 

, | The Dodtrinal Concluſion to be infilted 

1 JF upon, is this: - 

t A. Congregational Church of Chriſt, 4 Conch; 

t | being compleated with Ofhcers , hath, by 

7 | the gift of Chriſt, within it {clf, compleat 

- | ſubordinate Church-power in all Churchs 

affairs proper to it ſelf. When fay, 

I. It hath compleat, or ſuthcient Church- 

power | Thereby I mean, 1, That it *vY 

needeth not the influence of the Eccleſt- \ 

aſtical Juriſdiftion of any other Church 

or Churches, or Claſſes, or Synods, to ſup- 

ply unto it any power that it wanteth, in 

its own matftrs; and 2. That it ftand--. ' 

cth not in ſubjection under any other Sus * 8 

perior Eccle{faſtical Judicatory, fo as that 

thereby the judicial Acts of a particuhr 

Church may be hindered , or made void: 

In a word, Poteſtas uninſ:ujuſq, particulas 

ris Eccleſie, in re propria, ſemma eft« The 

Wet I 4 power 
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er of ſuch a Chareh is Chief, ini things 
rk IM ſelf. 2+ I add,that this chief- 
ty of power, in a particular Church, is ſub- 
ordinate | To ſhew, that the abſolute Su- 
premacy of power is in Chriſt that which 
the Church hath , is only delegated from 
Chriſt. Whcn, a particular Church is 
compleated with all its Officers , the Go- 
vernment of it, *in reſpe& of Chriſt the 
Head, is perfe&ly Monarchical 3 in re- 
ſpe of the Elders, ating their Authori- 
rity , or Office-power,it 15 Ariſtocratical 3 
and in re ſpect of the Fraternity, acting 
its Chuch-power in Judgment, it is De- 
. mocratical 3 and, in the concurrence of all 
the Members, both Officers and Bre- 
thren, acting according to their ſeveral 
-1nterelts , 1t 15 Ariſtocratico-Democratical 3 
above which , Chriſt hath not ſet any 
higher Ecclcſaftical Judicatory on Earth, 


{ubjcCting particular Churches thereunto, * 
iu re propria. A clear proof of ſuch pow-' 


cr, as that which hath been. deſcribed , 
you may {ce in the Church at*Corzuth ex- 
communicating that inceſtuous perſon, in 
I. Cor. 5-1—5- Say not, as ſome do, That 
was not an act of Judiciil power, in that 
Church , but of ſubjection to the Apoſtle 
who decrecd it, and judged him before, 
and committed no more to the Church, 

p | but 
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but the publiſhing of the ſentence 3 ons . 


judged only dogmatically , by teaching 5:3 
the Church what they ought to do in 
that caſe, not Judicially, by his own ſen- 
tence, delivering him to Sathan 3 and ac- 
eording]y the Church caſt bim out , by their 
own ſufficiency of Church-power , with- 
in themſelves, though in a way of ſub- 
jection to the cgmmand of Chriſt deli- 
vered by Paul. For, 1. They deliveret 
him to Satan, in the Name , and with the 
Power of the Lord TFeſus, v. 4. and that is 
the higheſt Power. 2. The end and uſe 
of it was , for the deſtruGion of the fleſh , 
that his Spirit might be ſaved in the day of 
the Lord Feſus, v- 5. which argueth , that 
it proceedeth from ,a power of binding in 
Heaven, as well as on Earth. 3. When 
God bleſſed this ſentence , by making it 
cffeEtual to work Repentance in him, Paxl 
exhorteth the whole Church to releaſe and 
forgive him, 2 Cor. 2. 6---10. and doth 
not claim the Power ovcr them of a Su- 
periour Judge, ſolve him by his own 
{cntence,- without them : -Nor did” he 
write to the Elders of ſundry Churches, 
but only to that particular Church , both + 
Elders and Brethren , and thereby ac- 
knows 


though Pazl, as an Apoſtle; judged that gy nexpe- 
he ſhould be excommunicated , yet he ſo «s, 1 Cor, *; 
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knowledgeth the Power of Eccleſiaſtical 
Judgment to be ſo fully in them, that , As 
their not putting it into act retarded. the 
ſegtence before , and their putting of it 
into at wasa Judicial At. in them all, 
ye juage them that are within, 1 Cor. 5.12. 
So , their forgiving him would be a Legal 
and Judicial acquitting him from thag 
ſentence, 2 Cor. 22 This Church is our 
pattern, and its praCtice in this 1s pre- 
ſedential to all particulgr Churches of 
. Chiilt. 

From the guilt which lyeth upon every 
 fach Church, when any ſcandal given by 
their Members remaineth uncenſured and 
unremoved. Thercfore Paxl applycd this 
Reproof to the whole Church, Brethren 
as well as Officers, tor their ſlownels to 
excommunicate thatman, 1 Cor. 5-2. And 
in like manner, Chriſt reproveth the An- 
gel, and Church, both of Pergamzes, Rev.2+ 
14, 15. and of Thyatira, ver. 20. If thcſe 
Churches had not {ufhctent power within 
themſelves to purge out ſuch Leaven , 
why are they blamed or tolerating the 
{ame ? And why are nog other Churches, 
or the Claſſes, blamed for neglect of exer- 
ciling their power of Ecclefiaſtical Judica- 
ture over them,. it they ſtood under any 
ſugh And what the Spizit/ſpeaketh to 
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them, he oth other Churches alſo , to 
beware -of thi - Jike Remiſneſs,  Whigh * 
Agent wballtparticular . Churches axe 
botmd to attend} 1cft elſe the gates of Hell 

revail againſt them, through their neg- 
k<& of exerciſing that power which Chriſt 
hath given them, ſeverally , and reſpe- 
&ively, to preſerve their Members and 
whole fellowſhip in Spiritual purity and 
{afety, Heb. 12. 15. 

From the Analogy and agreement that 2, Reaſe 
is between the Spiritual power of a Con- 
gregational Church of Chrift, and the ci- 

vil power of the moſt free and perfect Ci- 

ties, which Thucidides ſaith have three 
priviledges,” viz. to uſe, 1» Their own 

Laws. 2. Magiſtrates. 5. Judgments , 
(whence he cals cyery ſuchCity,oulovogrov, | 
euoTEeAy) other Cities were not account- *6] 
ed intire and perfe& Cities of themſelves, Go 
but leſs worthy Members of thoſe great 4 
and pertec Cities, under whoſe Juriſdi- g, | 4: 
ction they were. The ſumma poteſtas of ertdet & 
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thoſe great and perfe(t Cities, is that , cujus pac. }.x.e.- 

atius alterius juri non ſubſunt, ita ut alteri-5-Þ-435,7s 

us voluntatis bumane arbitrio irriti poſſunt 

reddi, Now every particular Chuxch of 

Chriſt, being compleated with its. Othcers, 

is a moſt Pages and free City, the City of 

God, Pſal.48.1+ The City of the great King,: 
= —_—_ Vers 
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ver. 2. the viſible Kingdom of the Bleſſe; 
and only Potentate, the King of Kings , and 
Lord of Lords, 1 Tim- 6+ 15. and therc 
fore it muſt neceſlarily have ſufficient and 
compleat power within it {elf to manage 
the Keys, without dependence on Claſſes 
&-c. in its own concernments. Yet herein 
1s a difference between ſuch perfet Cities 
4 and the Churches of Chriſt , That ſuch 
b Cities may part with their Liberty, ing 
”  riv.Dec, {ome caſcs, as being overmatched by a Po- 
2.4.3. * tent Enemy. In this caſe, the Collaivel 
Liem bid. yielded up themſelves, and their City iand 
E > Liberties to Tarquinius Priſcus King of 
£% alum h , h h R  * 
Camps. © Romans 5 or when they are in extream 
mum, xr- danger by an Enemy, whom they would 
- bemgzde- not have to rule over them , and cannot 
2 ” De- defend themſelves by any other means, 
| = nnacy which was the caſe of Campani diſtreſſed 
nagzomnia by the Samnites , which forced them to 
in veftra, yield up theſelves, and all they had , 
Nw" with all their Libertics, unto the Remane? 
mus. Which 'when they had done, they were 
; ſaid to be faGi aliene poteſtatis. Yet it was 
- preſuppoſed that they had power in them- 
{elves thus to do, as appears by that 
queſtion , Eſtne populus Collatinus in ſud 
poteſtate ? Bur Churches have not power 
to alienate from themſelves their Charch- 
Liberties, which Chriſt hath y_ 
Or 
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A for them with his Blood , and command- 

A cd them to ftand faſt in them , Gal. 5+ 1+ 

and, to whom they muſt give an account, 

nd how they haye kept and managed the 

ie ſame, Luke 16. 24 | 
ſes From the Conceſſion of thoſe that op- 3+ Reaſe 

inflpoſe this Truth, © Mr. Pag. acknow- , 


in < or among Hereticks, where it could not Rp. 33- 
of < obtain fellowſhip with other Churches **©4#em: 
ef © out of it ſelf : Or, it by violence, or 0- 
nd} © ther unavoidable inconveniences , any 
of | < Church ſhould be hindred from enjoy- 
mY © ing this benefit! of combination with 0- 
1d] © ther Churches in Clafſical Government, 
oth} © yet notwithſtanding this want , this 
5 , | © Church ſhould ſubfitt till, and be repu- 
df ©ted a true Church. | Others ſay the 
0 | © ſame of a Church. in an Ifland,and add, Ms awrke 20 
|, | that, in ſach caſes a ſingle Congregation jugep. ja. 
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75 | mult not be denyed intireneſs of Jurifdi- 
e | tion. © Mr. Rutterf. adds , that when 
s | © Churches cannot injoy the ſociety of 
- | © neighbouring Churches with that com- 

t W+< fort and conveniency as their occaſi- 

a} © ons may require, among them Ordina- 
r © ** tion, and ſo Excommunication , may | 
- | © be performed by the Congregation. |] - 4 
1 | From this Conceſlion it wilMollow,that, - : 
3 1. A 


* (6) 
7. A Congregational Church of Chriſt, 
qua talis, hath a lawful right in an intire- 
nels of Church-Government, within it 
ſelf , by the gift of Chriſt, yea , that the 
Church-power , Natively and Naturally, - 
lyes in the Congregation , for ſuch caſes 
are ordinary 3 aud the firſt Synod , which 
15 looked at as preſidential to all Synods, 
was a concurrence of two Churches, 
which were two hundred miles di- 
ſtant. 

2. The other Churches, or Claſſes , or 
Synods, have no right to take away this 
power from it. For none may put aſunder 
what God Bath joyned, as well in this cafe, 
as in that noted in Mat. 19.-7- God hath 
joyned intirenels of Juriſdiction, 71 re pro- 
pria, to a particular Church , who then 
ſhall fumder it trom ſuch a Church, to 
place it in Claſſes, as Superior Judica- 
tories , where God never put it ? 

» Tf the firſt Church in a Continent 

had this compleat power within it felt , 

before other Churches were gathered, \ 
and the riſing up of other Churches there 
long after, ſhould deprive them of it, by 
ſetting up a Claſſis, as a Superior Judica- 
tory , over/them 3 then the neighbour- 
hood of Chuzches ſhould not be a benefit, 
bata diſadvantage to them , and would 


givc 
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give them cauſe to complain unto' God, 
Thou haſt multiplyed the Nation, but not Pow. of 
increaſed our joy. © But they hold , that Cl & 


« | © every Church js bound to ſeck thisde- $7n-p. 33: ® 
- | © pendency.and union with other Chur- | wa 
« | <ches, as God ſhall give opportunity 
| < and means, and cannot , without fin, 
« negle& the ſame. And, leſt we ſhould 
* | © think it but a matter Arbitrary, at beſt; 
* | © they tell us, it is of the (ame neceſlity, 
« for a Church to combine unto Clafſagg 
» | © and Synods, for their Spiritual Govertia. - © 
- | © ment, it they have opportunity , as t : 
. | © joyna mans (elf, as a Member, toa pat- 
« ticular Church, if he hath means and 
| | © opportunity todo it; and conclude, all 


<« that neglect to do it , fin againſt»the 
« Communion of Saints , and walk not 
* as becometh the Body of Chrift, Roms 
© 12.5. I Cor. 12. 15» Epbeſ-4-16- 
Anſw. 1. The Proofs alleadged do 
ſhew,, that the Communio@n' ot- Samts 
ought to be preſerved and exercifed” in 
 Church-Communion by Believers z Joyn-- 
ing to a particular Congregation, -and* 
walking in a Memberlike atte&tion and' 
fellowſhip with their Brethren , unto! 
mutual edification 3 but. they ſpeak no- 
thing for the , ſubjeion of particular? 
' ' Churches to Clafſes and Synods, in re 
i 0 pro- 
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propria, but rather intimate the contrary: 
For the Apoſtle, by comparing a Congre- 
gational-Church compleated with its Offi- 
cers, unto the Body of a man intire in all 
its Members, ſheweth , that as the Body 
of a man , being intire and ſound, hath 
compleat power within it ſelf, for all bo- 
dily a&ions; ſo 2 particular Church, be- 
ing organized , and governed by Chriſt, 
the Head, from whom the whole Body fitly 
Igyned and compatited together, by Foynts of 
#pply , according to the effefiual working 
in the meaſure of every part, maketh in- 
creaſe of the body, unto the edifying of it ſelf 
7# love,Ephcl.4-15,16- without the influ- 
ence of any Juriſdi&ion out of it {elf , to 
ſupply a Superior Church-power , which 
was wanting in this Body of Chiriſt, a 
Congregational-Church 3 and as: the Bo- 
dy Natural, being ſound and of a good 
conſtitution , hath ſufficient ability in it 
ſelf, to purge out of it (elf Malignant 
Humors 3 ſo ſuch a Church hath ſuffici- 
ent powcr in it {clt, to aalt out vicious | 
and hurtful Members, without the inter- 
vention of Claſſical Juriſdiction oyer 
them. | 
2, It isa fin againſt the ſecond Com- 
mandment. in ſuch , as having, means and 
opportunity , neglect tojoyn , as Mem> 
0 bers, 


by the great |} 
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bers in a particular, Congregation , be- 


cauſe it is God's Ordihance, and revealed 
Will, 2 Cor. 8. 5. But Claſſical Juriſdi- 
ction over particular Churches, and their 
ſubjeQion thereunto, is no Ordinance of 
Chriſt, and therefore it is ® far. from be- 
ing neceſſary , that it is not lawful but 


againſt the ſecond Commandment, which; ,— 


forbiddcth mens inventions in God's wor- 
ſhip, that it may eſtabliſh only God's Or- 
dinances thercin. Others argue thus : *As, 
* though a Towh or Family, being alone, 
* May gOVern, as a compleat Body 3 yet, 
© when it ſtands in a Common-wealth, it 
* may not be {o independent,but mult ſubs 


*-mit to Combinations : So, though when . 


* a particular Congregation 1s alone, it 

* may govern as compleat , yet not fo, 
* when 1t is among other Churches. 
Anſw. 1. Therc is not a like reaſon of 

Churches, and of Towns or Families 


in this refpcct. For civil Societies are 


{ Humane prudence, 
ood of the World , than 
Churches ares Therefore civil Socictics' 
may be of ſgyeral conſtitutions, have dit | 
ferent Laws' and Priviledges, and 1draic.. 
various forms of Government 3 provided 
hat,they be not againſt Moral Rules, and 


more left to Ru 
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ritual Kingdom of Chriſt, men may not 
alter the kind or Form of Church, which 
Chriſt hath Inſtituted, but muſt preſerve 
inviolate the Laws , Adminiſtrations, Pri- 
viledges , and Church-Government or- 
dained by him, without Addition, Dimi- 
© _ nution, oralteration. - Hence a particular 
Church may not alienate from it felt, in 
whole, or part, any Right, Power or Pri- 
viledge given it by Chrift. 
2. If ſuch a Town ag Family hath 
., compleat power and Officers within it 
ſelf, it is not bound to ſubmit to 
ſuch Combinations in a Common- 
wealth, except it be under a Superiour 
Power that can command the ſame. 4- 
braham, having a compleat Family , was 
not bound to combine with the Govern- 
ments he dwelt amongſt, nor did he 
though he joyned in a League of amity, 
and for mutual help , with Aer, Eſchol, 
aud Mamre, yet not to ſubmit to their 
Government : So neither 15 a particular 
Organical Church bound to ſubmit to 
fuch Claſſical Combinations,till it can be - 
proved by Scripture, that a Superior 
Power of other Churches can command 
the ſame. 
,3- Though ſeveral Families, not ha-- 
ving compleat Government within them- 
| dd ſelves 
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ſclves , muſt combine in a Common- 
wealth, yet not to yield up their Family-. 
Government over their Wives, Children, 
and Servants, reſpeQively, to rule them 
in common with other Maſters of Fami- 
lies Much leſs may ſeveral Congrega- 
tional-Churches give up the Govern- 
ment of themſelves to Paſtors of ſundry 
Churches, combined in a Clafſis , to'go- 
vern them in their proper Afﬀairs, ſuch as 
Admiſſion of Members, Eledion and Or- 
dination of Officers, Adminiſtration of 
Scals and Cenlurcs, 
I» Corollary. 

Then the cenſure of Excommunication 
is not a light matter, but to. be looked 
% as yery weighty arid formidable. You 
ce, | | 
I» That it is the Soveraign Remedy 
preſcribde byChriſt againlt the many Dif- 
eaſes, whereunto the Body 1s:ſubje&-z the 
great preſervative of the Churches'peace, 
and ſafety againſt the gates of Hell. 

2, That it is (ſuch a Power given by 
Chriſt to his Church, as proveth Church- 
Societies to be the viſible Suburbs of Hea- 
yen , yea, , the Kingdom of Heaven be- 
gun on Earth , ſceing ſuch an. Heavenly 
Power is committed to them. This is 2 


__ greater work than Elijah did , when he 
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ſhut up Heaven, that it rained not, Fam. 
6. 17. For that wasSbut an outward and 
temporal Judgment, for three years and 
ſix moneths: But this is Spiritual ; *ad 
for ever, upon impenitent perſons. It is 
greater than Earthly Kings and Magi- 
{trates can do 3 they can bind a Malctacor 
hand and foot , and deliver him to the 
Jaylor, and ſentence him to baniſhment 
out of their Dominions : but this Cenſure 
binds the Soul and Conſcience, delivers 
them to Satan , and excludes obſtinate 
1mpenitent {tnners from the Kingdom of 
God 3 that when this Ccnſure is applyed 
| by the Church - according to Scripturc- 
Rules, Jeſus Chriſt is with them, to rati- 
fie his Cenſure according to this Promile, 
What you ſhall bindon Earth, ſhall ba bound 
in Heaven, and to bleſs it to the attain- 
ment of its end ,” the deſtruion- of 'the 
fleſh , that the Spirit may be ſaved. This is 
a {1ngular Priviledge of Church-Members. 
If they that are out of Church-fel- 
lowſhip, bleſs themſelves m their Liberty, 
becauſe they cannot be touched with 
Church-cenſures , they ſhew their ex- 
tream tolly therein 3 for they are left to 
the Sword of the Magiltrate, or to the 
immediate judgment of God , as forlom 
Creatures, excluded from Spiritual helps 
{uitable 
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ſuitable to their needs. They are as 
Sheep whom no man taketh up, or careth 
for, in a Spiritual way, Iſa. 3-13,14+ It is 
therefore a ſpecial priviledge of Church- 
Members , and much for the furtherance 
of their eternal Salvation , it they 
improve it aright , to the mortifying of 
thoſe corruptions in them which could 
not be purged out and healed by eafter 
means. . And this is the proper end of it, 
that, (ecing themſelves, as Adam, driven 
from the Tree, of Life, by the flaming 
Sword of a Cherubim 3 or, ' as Cazx, caſt 
out from Gods face 3. or,as the Leper, ſhit 
out from the fellowſhip of God's people 
or, as that Inceltuous Corinthian,delivered 
up to Satan, they may be aſhamed , hum- 
bled, and cfteCtually brought to Repen- 
tance, and to hold it forth according to 
God's Rules. If it work not this cttect, 
the fault is their own : Yet it will not be 
without effect. For as the Goſpel is the 
{avour of Death unto Death, whey it 1s 


* not the ſavour of Life-unto Life\ lo this 


Goſpel-Ordinance ſhall not be in vain,but 


| ſhall work, one: way, or tother, *either 


the deftrn&ion of the -1mpenitent?/ or 
the ſalvation'of thoſe that repent. That 
therefore it may be cfteEtual tor their e» 


texnalgood, it-istheir duty , when the 
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ſentence proceeds, either according to the 
eighteenth of ' Matthew , upon their not 
hezring the Church, in leſs hainous of- 
fences-3 or, according to 1 Cor. 5. and 
"2666 22. 15. upon the hainous nature of 
candals .given by them againſt common 
light, to humble themſelves under the migh- 
ty hand of God, that he may exals them in 
due time, 1 Pet. 5- 6. and to cry mighti- 
ly tohim , to add efficacy to his Ordi- 
nance , by his Spirit, that their ſpirits 
may be duly and truly humbled, their 
corruptions powerfully mortified , and 
their ſouls eternally ſaved, Be ſure, that 
you take not part with your {1n againſt 
the Ordinance , but take part with the 
Ordinance againſt your fin 3 and account 
1t your honour, to honour God , and ex- 
alt his Rules 3 and let others learn here- 
by to fear, not joyning with the Church, 
but perſiſting obſjinately in ſin. 
2.” Corollary. 
Th a Congregational Church(ſuch as 
- hath'Been deſcribed)is the higheſt Ecdcſi- 
-altical Fribunal, under Chriſt, in its own 
matters. This was ' revealed to Foby, as 
that frame af Church-Government which 
ſhoald continue , from the Apoſtles time, 
;pnto the end of the World 3 when he ſaw 
'# Throne ft in Heayen, the Toke 
+3 tp *s 


Fg 


pe " 


ſitting upon it , andthe four living Crea- 
91. RA it,and the four _—_— F 
Elders who fate round about the Throne, 
Rev. 4-1, —— 9. Thither appeals muſt 
be made according to Chritt his Ordi- 
nance, by an oifrlcd Brother , after the 


that fhnds himſelf over-rigorouſly deals * 
with by his Brethren in theſe ſteps; Matth. 
18, 17, 18. that therg, the Cauſe may be 
{canned, and Sentence" proceed accord- 
ing to Chrift, If the Church want ſut- 
ficient light, or conſent, for the ſentence, 
they are to ſeek help from others by their 
Light and Counſel ,, but fill prelerving 
the power of Cenſure . iptirely in ' 
the Church, where Chritt hath placed ut. 
The wiſdom of Chriſt , the gogd of the 
Church,and of every Member, and the na- 


ture-of the _ require, that ther 
{ome chiet Tribunal in the exer 
Church-Government , unto which® 


peals mult be laſt made; Juridically , and 
from which no Appeal may be granted 
and expe&ed, 2. That this chit Tris 
bunal muti have no Eccleſiaſtical Power 
above itz and 3- That.it may not be jus 
dially cenſured by any Power of the ſame -- 
kind. _ All the queſtion is, which 1s the 

chief Tribunal? That, ſay Came, mult -be ;. 
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firſt and ſecond ſtep; or by any Member « 
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" the ms le Rach ach Churches 
and, and the Synods under which the 
Claſſes are ſubordinate; and they give 
this Reaſon : Becaule the end, for which + 
the Keys are given to the Church, is, | 
that all offences may be removed, Mat. 
» . 18+ 15, 16, &c- Which, they fay, cannot 
| 4 done, if you put the chief Power of 
Judgment into a Congregationdl Church. 
For, what it an Eldgr ? what it the whole 
'Ederſhip ? yea, what'if the whole Church 
oftefid ? The Church cannot cenſure their 
Elders; for that were to rule their Ru- 
lers, and to judge their Judges; nor will 
they cenſure themſelves. But a Claffis or 
*Synod of many Elders may, and will, rc- 
form all; byJudicially cenſuring all. 
Anſws 1- This Argument is built up- 
on.a miſtake or error in the foundation of 
AtdFor the Rule preſcribed in Matth.18. 
S for removal of all offences , but of 
ſuch private and leſs hainous offences as 
grow *publick and notorious, only by the 
obſtinacy of the Delinquent. For, it of- 
fences be publick- and heinous in them- 
ſelves, the Apoſtle doth not direct Chur- 
ches to proceed by thoſe ſteps, 1 Core5, IT. 
$eve22- 15, 
-*+2, Nor doth it make the People Rulers 
of Ll Re. or Judges of their Judges, 
| when 


. . } p » us : 


0%. 
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F when we ſay,that the Church hath a pow®Þ 


ex over them, im caſe of Delinquency. For 
Excommunication 15s not an a& of the 
higheſt Rule , or Anthority, but-of- the 


$ higheſt Judgment and therefors the 


' Power of it may well be in the' whole 


- 


Church, as their Priviledge, without any 
intrenchment upon the Rule and Autho- 
rity of Elders;wherein ,as Officers;they are 
above the Brethren,whiltt they aft accord- 
ing to Rule : But, # they become Delm- 
quents,then asMembers,they are under the 
Power of the whole. The Church muſt 
ſubmit to them , -as Rulers , whiPſt they 
rightly exerciſe the Authority -of their 
Othce, in Preaching , Adminifiting thg 


-Seals, holding forth light from "Scripture 


to guide them in cenſure, ordering Speech 
and Silence according to Rules of Order 
and Edifhcation, and in other Offcial 
*Acts: But they muſt ſubmit to the 
Church, queſtioning, or proceeding to 
cenſure them with good advice of Negy: 
bour-Churches and Elders 3 (who as they, 
concurred in giving them the right hand” 
of fellowſhip in their Ordination, ſo they 

ſhould concur in approving this Cenlure, 

as juſtly infliced by the” Church, from 

parity of reaſon.) The Mayorin- a free 

City, or Corporation, is, in the nght Ad- 
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| Mainiſtration of his Office, above the Court, 


none but he can perform the Acts pecu- 
liar to his place; yet; it he corrupt the 
People, pervert Juſtice, or be, any way, 
grolly and ({candalouſly delinquent , the 
Court can cenſure and deſpoſe hirh. For + 
the whole hath Power over any Member, 
to preſerve its purity, and peace, and fafe- 
ty againſt any in the Body, that would 
corrupt, diſturb or deſtroy the ſame. And 
the Covenant binds every Member , to be 
ſubject to the Power of the whole, either 
to be reformed, or removed from commu=- 
nion of it thereby. FL 
+ Their Plaiſter is not ſuitable to 

heal the Sores of the Church , but. it is 
either too broad, when offences of Bre- 
thren may be healed by Church-cenſure, 
within themſelves, or, it-is too narrow. 

For, 1- Thoſe Afſemblies are too (el- 
dom, and cannot {it together long enough, 
to remove the many offences that fall out 
frequently in Churches. 

*2. Now can they Excommunicate a 
*Church, nor any Officer or Member of a 
particular Chuch by warrant from 
Chriſt. 

3- Claſſes, and Synods, and general 
Councils may be under juſt offences, as 
well as Churches 3 and who ſhall cenſure 


them ? ; 4+ This 
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4. This Plaiſer hinders the healing ofF .. © 
the Sores of Churches. _ For, if a Deſin- ge pe A 
quent, diſliking the Churches proceeding, per pad, 4.3 
' | appeals from the ſentence of the Church prima ſen-< 7 
'  f to the Clafſis, and, for the ſame reaſon, —_ tant 

from the ſentence of the Claſſis to a Pro- Fiat ; 

vincial Synod, then,,to a National Synod, donec de 
then to an Oecumenical Council , which cauſz cog-w% 
may not aſſemble in an Age 3 while the 7 ms ad” 

Appeal depends, he ſhall ſtand as uncenſu rely deyo. Þ 

red. For this is the Law of Appeals. lus, wwerir 

Now, how can that heal which is croſs to Pronunci- | »3 

the preſcription of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, * 

the only wiſe Phyſician? He faith, Tell the 

Church , and if he negle& to bear: the 

* Church, let him be unto thee as an Heathen 

& Publican. But he who appeals from the 

Church, doth not hear the Church. 
Therefore he that ſo doth , deſerves to be 

cut off, by the ſentence of Chriſt ,, which 

this Tradition of Appeals from Charches, 

7n re propria, to Superiour Ecclehaſtical 
; Judicatorics , contradicteth., and fo," 

maketh theCommandment ofChriſt void, 
'.and of none effe. It remajneth there> 
fore, that the Church of a particular Cons 
regation is the higheſt Tribunal under 
hriſt, in ſuch things as axe proper to. 1t 
 {cll. 
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®, Then intireneſs of Church- Govern- 
W ment , in @ particular Church compleated 
with its Officers , 7# re propria, will wel 
. conſiſt with that commumon of Chur- 
» ches which the Scripture, eftabliſheth, 
F., .; Thereaſon1s, becauſe both are the Or- 
- dinances of Chriſt, and Chriſts Ordinances 
do not interfere. As the. Communian 
of Neighbour-Familics doth not croſs the 
compleat Government of ſeveral Families 
within themfelves, reſpeRively, in things 
properly Domeftical. And as communi- 
on amonp, Kingdoms and Common; 
- wealths, hindreth not the intireneſs 0 
Jurifdiction in each Kingdom arid Com- 
* monwealth within it ſelf, in its proper 
concernments 3 So it 15 in the commu- 
'nion. of Churches. Therefore Church- 
communion muſt be-only, in a way. of 
Brocherly aſſociation, for mutual helptul- 
nels, ih matters 'of this nature , but not , 
i way of ſubordination, or ſibje&ion of 
one Church t6 the Eccleſiaſtical Govern- 
ment,” whether of another Church, or of : 
the Elders of ſeveral Churches afſembled ' 
inClaſſes'bt Synods. The Communion of» 
Churches,.in-the former way, is cxercifed 
6 aFarding to *Rule, in ſundry cales , ven 
we! | Jo n 
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j, In mutual care. 


2. In _recommendas % © * 
tion of Members. 3+ In Participation 
of ſuch Ordinances as are for comfort and 
rn- | ftrengthning the Members of other Chur-, 
ted ches occaſionally. 4. In reheving and- 
yell] ſaccouring one another. 5. Hf counte- , 
ur-J nancing, by giving the right hand of fel- 
th. | lowſhip unto a Church: in its firſt gather- 
Ir-| mg, and unto Elders at their Qtdinati- 
ces on. 6. In conſulting one with another, - 
on | when we have occaſion to require the * 4-3 
he | Judgment and Counſel of other Churches, ry 


ies | concerning any Perſon or Cauſe, where- See theſe - uw 
gs | with they may be better acquainted than Particuars 3 
11- | our ſelves. 7. In admoniſhing one an- Fogg T; 
nz | other, in caſe of publick ſcandal» All form of 
j theſe (and if withdrawing fellowſhip up- Church-" _ 
n- | on juſt cauſes, be added to them) are no =_= yy” 
er | more than one Apoſtle may do to another, by the "2 I 
1- | without exerciſing Church-Government nod at *$ 
1- | over them. - Communion © of Churches Cambridg&7 
f | in the latter way, of ſubordination or ”_ 3. 
|- | ſabjection to other Churches or Synods, acl we 
ft þ 72x re = the Scripture no where 1649. the: 6. 
}f & approveth. Not oof one Church to atios eighth "I 
-' thersfor there is a parity among Churches, nog =” 
f | and par in parem non habet imperium. NOS as 16 $ A 
1 | of one Church to a Synod made upot the. 
Elders -of ſundry Neighbour-Churches. ** * 
The Aſſembly in A&. 15, -Is a pattern ©." 
RS 7 
PR 3. 
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DH w they fay.of ſuch a Synod. Let us ſee how 
$ their Claſſical Aſſemblies anſwer it. 
_ IT» That was no ſet "meeting, moneth- 
ly,or quarterly , but meerly occaſional , 
ATi. 151, 2. | 
2: If was not an Aſſembly of Elders 
meeting apart from the Brethren of the 
Church- where they afſembled , Verſe 
22, 23+ 
Ei 3- It was but a meeting of two Chur- 
-F ches, that of Antioch ſending their Meſ- 
* ſengers, with Paxl and Barnabas, and that 
2% at Jeruſalem, the Apoſtles ( whoſe reft- 
' --» dence, for thepreſent, was there ) joyn- 
ing with them, Verſ-4,6. | 
4+ That aſſembly gave their judgment, 
both of the Do&rine taught at Antivch,6c 
ofthe perſons that taught it , as trouble- 
ſome and ſubverters,Verſ. 24+ but did nei- 
ther Excommunicate them , nor com- 
"mand the Church to Excommunicate 
them. * 
5-,,They dire&ted and * charged the 
Church from the Word , what they 
ſhould do,, Verſ. 28, 29, but they did not 
do their Adts of Power for them. | 
6+ Nor. did this Afﬀembly exerciſe | 
Church-government over that Church at 
Antioch, or any other Church or Chur- 
£265, in adaullion of their Members , or 
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3n Ordination of their Officers, or in Ad- 
miniſtration of the Seals, 'or in Excom- 
h- municating, or in reverſing or nullifying 
I, | the cenſure inflicted by the Church. For 


theſe were res propria to every particular | 


rs | Church within 1t fel Yet, becauſe I 
1c | ſiudypeace, and conſent with godly Bre- 
J- | thren , (© far as it may ſtand with Truth, 

I willingly grant , that other Chuxthes, 
'= | and Synods rightly gathered and” order- 
= | ed, have ſo much Power and Authority, 
t even in theſe matters, as T can fhnd any 


- } warrant for in Scripture; being willing 


* | alſoto yield further it it can be clea 
, | from Scripture, that more is due unto 
» | them. There are two Caſes, wherein 
* | the res propria of a particular.Church, may 
- | fall ander the cognizance and determina- 
tion of other Churches or Synods. ' 

1» When they want ſufficient baſe, or 
competent conſent among themſelves, 


| och; provided, that they have liberty to 


* chooſe ſuch a Church or Churches ; for 
this purpoſe, as themlelves approve tobe 


hundred miles dittant from them.+ But, 
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which was the caſe of the Charch at Anti- 


| fitteſt for attainment of their end, in ſeeks», 
ing light, as the Church at Antioch agreed. 


7 CT 


| to ſend to that at Feruſalem, thotigh tew) 


| if chey have ſufficient light within them- . 
ſelyes, 
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nt \ 4x2 hd» 
ſelves, and hold it- forth convidtingly 
from Seripture,, the Elders and Princi- 
pal-Members of the Church , and major 
part of the.Brethren by far couſenting 
p therein, no Rule requireth or alloweth, 
. that, for the wilfulneſs of a Delinquent ; 'N* 
who will not hear the Church, or gf two 'Þ[ 
or three Brethren , who ſide witIf him, 
and refuſe to joyn with the Church in 
cevſuring him, the Chuich ſhould be hin- 
y dred from proceeding , till other Chur- 
2% ches or Elders have been conſulted. For 
E's if this be granted 1. It will diſturb 
— al} "Church-Proceedings. 2+. And if it 
be brought to a Claſlis, it muſt iſſue there 
by the Vote of the major part, it as many* 
Elders in that. Aſſembly difſent, as Bre- 
thxen did betore 10 the Church-meeting, 
{o that nothing is gained thereby. And 
F if the Delinquent, , fox the ſame reaſon, 
£* appeal to a. Synod, there may he the ſame 
E. "fe, and fo appcals may be drawn fur- 
..ther, till a Delinquent wreſt , himſelf at 
Taft from all power of ceuſure.. ' The ſe- 
$ cond Caſe is, when that«whith is res pro- 
Ws os in the thing done, ſimply conſidered, 
— . hecornes res commini$ in the Cauſe or « 
ground pf proceeding, - For thqugh' re- 
cciving- of Members, Election; and Ordi- 
nation of Officers, and Adminiftration of 
E 4. | | rs '*"* VEL 
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bets and Cenfurs, be & 
given byChriſt to uae eChutch's ye! 
or | it never was th mind, of Chrilt, to 
ag | bliſh, by chat Grant, ON woe ES 
1, Þ in ſuch Churches, to he Faith 
- - and Worſhip of God, in nt: ind 
'0 'Þ 1n other Chiirches If therefort a Churdh; 
1, | that was planted a noble Vine, w 1 
n i 4 right. Seed, ſhall turk 180 the Uegend <4 
ws - ih Plants of a ſtrange Vine unto God; . > 
- |. come Heretical, ar Schiſttatical , x hoe | 
- I dalouſly corript , and cherefore receive. . 
: Into- their fellowſhip known. Her 
- | and Schiſmaticks, and. thodbſe ſuch 4 
Office; and refuſe to 4dinit ihto RRllo) 
» & ſhipor Office, ſuch as art ſound in 
. Faith, becauſe they are, found mt 
Faith and Order of the Goſpel , ad y 
out from their fellowſhip ſich 5 
according th'Rulke, againſt theſe evils, 4 
refuſe to conſent with theth” "Cu; : 
the - Neighbour , Church”, '@r Ch | 
Or Elders, and Brethren Aﬀethbled! 
Syriod ( if the evil (Pread "= the kg 
# ing, corrupting, or ſaridalizing” 0 
Churches 2 power, and it'15 "qr 


" | duty,” (9) conpdet "of. this. Matter, | 
} At" To, *r$9e, debate; and 
4 detetm - i "to the” Wotd , Perſe Toe 
7 © a the ftins 20 


we the 
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Ci = - Eh whom it con- 
SO verſe.23e, to bear witneſs againſt 
their corrny ns in Do&rine or Man- 
a=; and to. give dire@ions' from the 
E Word for the i enancn thereof, verſe 
F- 24, 28, 29. 4- Such Determinations , 
> and. Dire&ions being found” confonant to 
| the Word of God in Scripture,the Churcl 
to. whom they are ſent , are to 'receive 
themwith due reverence and ſubmiſſion. 


Chu&hor Ong orgy Coons 
cylls againſt hght convictingly held forth 
b+, 5 conals: pray or ſcardalized' 
by then, | are to withdraw from them che 


Conyranion, till they repent ; and Teforiti. 
Tits follows , in'proportion , from the” 
contrary, Gal- 2. 9. and 4 part, 2 Theſ: 
3- :6,..14s there being; a like reaſgh of 
Chuzches and Perſons, in this reſpe&; Yct 
tuch offended Churches and Synods, are 


Church-Government, as neither did that 
Aſſembly, in 48. 15. 29. 

Here I ſhall crave leave to joyni with 
my Brethren in |adding ſome. caution 
LpFving the Communion and-Conſoci= 

ation . 
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as.to the Ordinance of God. Or,' 5. In þ 
caſe. of obltinate perſiltance. of ſuch a. ' 


t - hand: of fellowſhip and” Church- 


-_ not to exerciſe Church-cenſures , in way # 
= . of; Diſcipline, nor any other "A& of |] 
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*jon of th To ſee that this Con- 
© fociation ot Churches be not Sor 7 :Currns" 
© either to the Hy F 
© of the juſt __ RT _ . 
© each particular Church withm it - Gal 
, | * who being well ſupplyed with a faith- 2 
| © ful and expert Preshytery of their __ 1} 
" | *do walk in their integri 
\ | © tothe Truthand S—__ the 
©Let Synods have their juſt Goh in 
g © all | narg how pure ſoever , in de 
'F © termining ſuch SeT&fes, as are requi» 
tfite for the edification of all Churches, I 
*acording to God : bat in the Ele&ion - 
© and Ordination of Officers , and cenſure -<ww# 
'© of offenders , let it ſuffice the Churches a 
© Conſociate to affiſt one another -wi 
© their Counſe), and _ hand of 
<lowſhip , when they 1ce a particitlay 
* Charc to uſe their Liberty and :Powert + 
* aright. But let them.not put forth the 
* Power of their Community ; either-t6 
© take ſuch Church' Ads out 'of Font 
4 *©hands, or to hinder them 1 their | 
'* ful courſe, unleſs they ſee them 
© ignorance or weakneſs, to abuſe 
© Liberty and Authority inthe Gaheks % 
X * All the Liberties of the Churches were 
© purchaſed to them by the precious Blood 
1 «of the Lord Jeſus , and therefore may 
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EQ Et give them avky s nar 
bo 7 rg take them out of oe 


Mi, Shep= *ha 
" Heard's & |» Others exprdſs their apprehenſions , i 


rs | $ Iavay of Caution, touching this'mats 
E  thegPoſi- 4 ter , thus. 
&- tions, in," <:Afſociation of divers particular Churs 


2 WT. wi -< _ we hold needful , as well as- the 
_ Mr.Ba!!.. 4 combination of Members into One 
*iGhurcty 3. yet ſo, as there be no -Schiſm 


4-bf one, from another, nor uſurpation of 


£ one: -over: another 33 that, either, ons 
£ſhould deprive the: reſt of peact, by 


©# Fraternal Conſocration we acknows- 
Eledge: -: Conſociation's -for-mutual Coun- 
+ {tliand. help,” to prevent!,. or remove; 
*.Sinor!Schiſm': Yet Fraternal : ofly, to 
*roPtclerve each others Powers - -Conſo- 
ciation of'Churches-we would have. -cx- 
*wmwtlative (not mwords, 'but-in-deed ) 
.*ro p44 the power of, particular 


Fur 
I 


+ Chuzch attcuding ſhould have/no means 
' ot Cure-by the conceived porver. of many 3 
Foz on. the other: deny; the ;danger may 

# + Þ a F. 1 


* £Schiſm , or many! ſhould deprive- any: 
| *:oneoti itspower by uſurpation. ,. Hence 


wches :1 Notiprevative, to take.away 4 
power, which':they . had” trory-the; 
Mer: of Chritt before :, For, as: on the 
- £ oneide, it mayitem: range , that : one" 


14 FF" 
_ as 


<*rthat, when many. Charghes are ſcanda; 
« lous, one- innocent Churchymayy be ure 
*by the, Wurpation- of- all... And. ENCE 
© we ſee not, but; that-Fraternal Con An 
$0 


©tjon 'ig'the beſt Medicige to heal 
Hereunto I ſhall add, that, as theſe ood. 


©Wounds of both, 


ly Learned Brethren ſpeak nothing. fox 


the Claflical Power of Elders , -tov- which 


| the Presbyterians 'contend, tanguam Pe 


aris & focus > {o in. that Communign,, 
Churches, which I with them look at. as 
the Ordinance of Chrilt ,, due :modexatix 
on-mult he exerciſed by Neighbour Chiup 
ches, that their exercifing, brothexly, Com- 
munjon in teſitiying” agalult ſuch. Adts 
in a particular Church,”gs. they, congeive 
to be aberrations fromthe Rule, be. age 
cording, to Scrigture-Light,, with. fla 


mility z and thats 


'. Ie Held forth bs chem they looking 
at themſelves, though as Elders, yer, hf 


- (5 Apoliles, nor as ible allttcg. 
. carried by the Spirit;zabove all, pot 7 
+ of erring, , in _theip. Determinations , ire 


Counſels., and thegetore.do not in 8+ 


 terly way impole, thei. Detgrminatio! : 
| and Counſels.upon others, FE HON 


them in the ſexrobGogs to be ,examil 
3< . L 3 


«< 
-% 


appear bs great, and 9 ai abou 


vi s) - 
by the Scripture, and received only 
far, as they ſhall be found to agree there- 
with. it that Church Told forth 
Reaſons oftheir contrary apprehenſions, 
let them be duly weighed, and anſwered 
convictinglyz orlet that Church be left 
at liberty, to walk according to their 
own light, inre proprid , without offenſe, 
or diſturbance. 
2+ Godly Wiſdam is to be | — 
in ſuch proceedings, in making difference 
honrarss Cand and Cauſt 3 which will 
not ſuffer Churches to connive at groſ- 
ſer ſcandals, nor to withdraw the right- 
hand of fellowſhip from any Church up- ' 
on ſmall differences in fa ement or 
+=—rnay _ leſs , for Cenſuring, and 
in r ure umpenitent per- 
W ſons, —_ the ſcandalous adlidey © of 
E delinquents is res propris to that Church , 
=. - \ though ſome other Churches ( being 
> mif-led by their Guides , who poſſibly 
: may fide, more than they ought, with the 
delinquent , out of ſome {ſecret grutch. 
againſt the Elders of that Church) declare 
"It to be their t, that the party 
fhonld not have layed under that 
Cenfure, or ſhould now be releaſed from 
It. To withdraw the right-hand of fcl- 
!owſhip from a Church for ſuch # &uſe, 
| oo is . 
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_ ſe ſemel ſint uſurpata, retinere.- 
'N zec nos cniquam facimus aut legem dane , 


is contraryſÞo Rules of true Wiſdom, 
a Church be found in the Faith and Or< 
der of the Goſpel , greater matters than 
this will cauſe no breach of Commutniion 
between Churches , where brotherly 
Communion 1s exerciſed with true Ha- 
#mility and godly Wiſdom. See the-mo- 
deration of that African Synod, whereof 
Cyprian wrote thus to Stephanus» Cete- 
rum ſcimus quoſdam, quod ſeme! imbiberint, Cypr. 
molle deponere , nec m ſunm facile Ep. 1. 
mutare, ſed ſalvo inter collegas pacis Enggon- 
cordie vinculo, quedam propria , que apud 


Dre in re, 


cum habeat in Eccleſie adminiſtratione \vo> 

luntatis ſue arbitrium liberum unuſquilgs 
prepoſitus , rationem ans fui Domino red- 
diturus. Yet theſe proper practices of 
ſome-Churches, differed from the - Decre 
of that Synod, which was <ftabliſhed, as 
he faith , Conſenſu & anthoritate, commu» 
i. Nor will there ever be end of brea- 
ches Churches, unleſs due mh6- 


|. qeration, in ſuch. Caſes, be exerdlcd , 


that love among Churches may be main- 


* tained, 


3« Unta theſe let it be added, that as 
the Foundation 'of. the * Communion of 


Churches is bratberly . loue , fo all 
$5.65 Irabely Ine. 6 al he 
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Churches ſhould ſhew to any one Church, 


 quibus prefumus , now circumenrdare , nec 
' dold' & fallats temeritate'; collidere, ſed 
| agerellic cauſam ſuan ,' ubi, & actuſatores | 


*, Laſtly, If the Elders 'and* Meſſengers 
*ps Gughes aflmbed in a Src, hal 


- - -x . 
BY © 


and befoxe'other Churches, the proof of 
their love, in not cakily recciving ſugpeſti- 
ons againſt the proceedings of it, thongh 
from ſome Elder or Paſtor, or Teacher of 
another Church ; who may poſlibly 
ſpeak againſt them outof envy, or ill will \ 
much more, in not countenancing a cen- 
ſured. Delinquent , complaining againſt 
the Church and Elders, by whom he was 
cenſured; in a. diſorderly tumultuous 
.mAMmner, as defirous to beget reproach 
and trouble to that Church, and Con- 
tentions and Diviſions among the Chur-, 
chesand Elders, from an evil ſpirit of re- 
venge. The African Paſtors were care- 
ful heteof, as Cyprian notcs.' Cum ftatu- 
yum fit omnibus nobs, & equum fit pariter 
ac juſtum, ut uniuſcujuſy; cauſa illic audia- 
Tui, ubi eſt crimen admiſſum , & ſingulis 
paftoribus portio egregis fit aſcripta;, quam 
regat nnnſquiſq; & gubernet , rationem ſui 
tus Domino relliturys , oportet utiq, cos 


Ft? 
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Epiſcoporum contordiam coherentent fud fub- 


babere, & ttftes ſui criminis, poſſint. * * 


- 


& 


Aetermine any thing contrary to the Rule, 
and "cejndicial to the intireneſs of t] 
1- Churches Power ; ' within, it ſelf; the 
h Church may, and” ought,” to refuſe ſuch 
ft | Sanctions, as not being ſancited by the 
Lord. The Communion of Churches 
being, rightly ordered, according, to what 
= hath been faidy, is a Aufficient Spiritual 
ſt Remedy-againſt all thoſe inconveniences, 
s which ſome think cannot 'be redrefſed , 
S unleſs Eccleſiaftical Juri{diction over par 
q ticular Churches beeſtabliſhed in Claſſes 
- | and Synods: As, if « Church fall into 
-+| two Factipns &Oppolitions within it {elf 
- or, if there be ſcandalous contention he- 
. tween two Churches , or between'the El- 
. derſhip and Brother-hood of the -ſamie 
Churchz-or, if a whole Church be under 
| ſcandalous Delinquencies :. I fay, theſe 
and the like inconveniencies will be bet- 
ter redreſſed, in this way, thanin that of 
Claſſical Government. *' For , this way js 
grounded upon Divine Iaſtitution , ſo is 
| not that :' And the bleſſing of Chrift fol- 
lows and accormpanies his' own Tnftituti- 
ons , not mens' devices. "If Vzzab'pht 
forth his hand to ſtay the Ark; his 
{ - intention could notuſtihe his-action, but 
his not ating accordinigt to*:Gods order 
was his death; The Prelates had as fan: 
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*s Kea pl bo ther Jilin over | 
and taking the Keyes out of 
SJ yig-for Unity, Peace, and 
yet the vanity of it is now 
fato all men, Laſily,* The 
inconveniences may befall Claſfical 
and Synodal Aſſemblies, yea, and Occu- 
menical Councils , and what remedy is 
F- there for them? Not (© much, as this 
Ra way of Communion of Churches afford- 
| eh particular Churches. 


Then utireneſs 'S; Church-Govern- 
 ment'ig & particular Congregation , iz re 
Ty ought to be thankfully received, 

tly improved, and faithfully preſer- 
ed, without violation of it , both by 
the Members of particular Churches, and 

other Churches, and their Officers. 

+, 7, It muſt be thankfully received , as a 
bleſſing promiſed of ary _ his people, 
whoſe bears are ing approach unto 
bim; Jer. 30. 24» The mou y Charter, 
of intixenels ofGovernment within them- 
ſelves, unto Cities and Corporations, 
bath ever been highly eſteemed, as an Act 
oftfpecial grace from the Soveraign Pows- 
cr. It was for the injoyment of this Pri- 

viledge , with the conſtquents of it , 
tha the chief Captain, in Als 22. 25 
| 263 
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= particulis Churches is eveanghut ww 25 

%d the Members of them, ſundry wayes 

al 7. For their caſe, in having their Cauſes 

4 heard , examined and iflued, at home, 

4 without chargeable , tireſome journeys 

4 to the Clafſicalor Synodal Afﬀembly, ts 

: have their matters determined there. 

2. For incouragement and liberty of the 

ſpirit and freed, of him that 13 to apſwer 

before his Brethen and the Elders who E 

have a Member-like and Paſtoral careand * « 

reſpect of him, whereas the preſence of ' 
ſundry ſtrange faces of perſons of m__ 

our Rank and Quality, would not a lintle 

daunt him, which might occaſion his 

falling in his Cauſe. 3. For their fatiſ- 

faction concerning the Churches proceed- 

ing, where, as all circumſtances can be 

belt cleared, ſo more moderation may ra- 

tionally be expected from their own Of- 

ficers and Brethren, than from firangers, 

comparatively, and from ſuch as are fub- 

jc to the ſame cenſures, and the fame 

either hath been, or may be , their own 

caſe, they know not how ſoon, ( whidh $ 

' are ſtrong \inducements to moderation, \ 

, *Exod423+9« Gal-b.1-) than from a Judi» bo. 

 eatory of conſtant Judges, who think * 
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chemſthvts *oiit of that danger. 4 For 
- <ommon{dification in the Congregatio- 
nal way , all may hear and be cdified by 
their preſence in Church-proceedings , 
*Atis 5. 11. This they looſe , in the Pres- 
Syterial way, Clafſicall Aﬀſemblies con- 
4 - only” of Elders meeting and aCting 
=... Watt " 
© #2, It muſt berightly improved, which 
$s then done , when Church-procecdings 
are oxderly carried according to Chritts 
Rul& both by the-Elderſhip and Frater- 
nity, aCting the Power which Chriſt 
hath delegated to them ; reſpectively, ac- 
cording to"their ſeveral intereſts, in the 
due order; and with mutual. conſent , 'ac- 


£0rling to'God. | 

3s $ - It muſt be faithfully preſerved without 
yioltion.. 1.By the Members of particulas 
Churches,ſubmitting to theQrdinance of 
Chriſt: ,* whereby 'the Church ,' acting 
according; to Rule, is made under Chriſt, 
the higheſt Eccleſiaſtical Tribunal, in its 
own matters, 2 Cor. 8, 5. without ap» 
pealing to other Ecclefiaſtical Judicato- 
ries, who have no power. from Chriſt to 
Aiſpenſe Church-cenſures , or to-'releaſe 
.men from them, Matth..18. 18. 
- * Objeft;, ,What it the Brother be not ſa- 
tighed dn .the equity 0t-the Churches proy 


4 L - :. 2 ceed- 


OY 
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by” 4 
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'of Chrift- concerning the nature 


4 * - , « 


cteding ? AnſeThe: Elders havi clared 

the -mind of'. Chriſt from Sgripture 
guide their proceedings, and the Brethren 
ether-6,4o9vua3dv, or the major part, by 
far,judging accoxdingly,let him ſuſpect his 
own apprehenſions, fearing that Satang 
temptations ,, and his own-:corruptions, 

Pride, and ſelt-flattery may darken atid 
harden him ,. Prov. 28. 14+ +2+ Let him 
attend ſeriouſly -to the light held forth. 
from, Scripture, for his conviction, 2 Gor. 
2, 6+ praying the Loxd to make it effeqys 

al in him. 3-Let him thankfully cloſe with 
the light; that doth ſhine unto him , and - 
an{werably judge and cogdempn in hims 

ſelf the evil; which that light: prone 


and follow on to :know the .whole my 


compaſs of his guilr , ſeeking wato.th ; 
Elders for further help, with a ſelf-deny+» 


ing ſpirit, that he may come” up, fully, to 


the Rule. 4- If he cannot ſhew convicts 
ingly to the Church ſome errours in 


the Elders expounding or .applying the 


Rule to the Cafe, whereupon, the , Cen- 
ſure proceeded , let him. tall under the 
Rule, or look at it as his great. ſm , and 
violation of his Covenant, which bound 
him to ſubmit unto the judgement , of 
the Church, it he tinde that ; dropgh 
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Hnful prejudice , he cannot receive the 
light held forch, when he hath no obje- | 
Qion of weight againſt it. 
. 2+ Other Churches and the Elders of 
them to preſerye the intireneſs of 
Power of evgry particular Church, zn re 
& , infivlate. The Law of Love 
Righteolfneſs binds every man here- 
7 unto. -One Corporation muſt uphold 
the juſt Rights, Liberties , and Power of 
another. If a man ſee bis brothers Ox or 
Sheep go aſtray , be miſt in any caſe bring 
#hem again aunto bis brother, Deut. 22. 1. 
Much more if he ſee a Sheep of Chriſt 
—_— by ſinful prejudice againſt the 
arch , he muſt in any caſe convince 
him of his errour , and bring him again 
to the Charch, as the Angel returned 
Hagar to Sarah her Miſtreſs, Gen-16. 8,9. 
For this purpoſe, 1. They muſt mor re- 
ceive ar accuſation againſt an Elder (much 
kfs, agamft the Church and Elderſhip ) 
under two or three witneſſes, 1 Timm» 5. 19. 
therefore -much leſs , from a Delinquent 
under publick cenſure, and that in his 
one cauſe. - 2: If more joyn with him, 
atteſting what he faith z they muſt ſee, 
x Whether they do it , ina way of fa&i- 
on, ſiding with a' -cenſurxed Delinquent 
againſt the Church , or no. It yea 3 =_ 
- #* IA m 
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ry to Kitle, andavoid them , as diſturbers 
of the peace of the Church, Rom 16+ 17% 
ſfnot 3 they muſt inquire, 1; whether 
they have pleaded with” the Church it 
(elf, Hoſe 2. 2. in ach as be- 
cometh ſuch as woula 
to love the Truth and Peace, Warh. 8. 21+ 
before they become accuſers &f the 73 
thren unto others: 2 Whethterthey pe 
ceed peaceably, or tumultuouſly ? and tif 
multuoſly they'do act, if they ſeek not 
Light in the'uſe of Means, tirf, at home, 
bur refuſe help that way,when'tt 15 0 
ther, that they may make trouble 
diſturbance to the Church, by ſpreading 
their complaints abroad, and thol&;, nge- 
(0 ſome one Churchy without ' whoſe 
hep the queſtion cannot be ended, as the 
Church at Antioch ſent to the Church at 
Feruſalem, but to eight or nine Chur< 
ches, ſome nearer, ſome far diſtant 


S. the Church,ſomie 40,50,100,150 miles off 


[ 
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* and that without giving notice of their 
\ purpoſe to the Church , or having their 
conſent thereunto, or ſo much as to the 
ſtating of the queſtion. If ſo, they may 


clearly ſee an evil ſpirit- working in the 


- buſineſs, with which, others ſhould have 
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| \\no fellowſhip, 2 Core 124-20. 3 Whes 
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mult teſtifie againſt their way', as 


1. RI of .-* * 
* ther they do poſitively juſtifie the Delin- 
quent in that, for which he was cenſiired,: 
and upan what grounds or- only declare 
their go6d Opinion of the .Delinqueht in 
ſome reſpects, and that they ate not Year 
concerningthe-equity of the cenſure. If the 
latter, ſt-isthe duty of thoſe to whom they 
this ſpeak, #o convince them of the error 
- of their Way: - + Whether - they. come 
"only in a bagk-bitiug way, or are willing: 
to ſpeak the ſame things publickly before 
the Church, which they accuſe privately. 
If not. the muſt be convinced of their 
*Zgnning- againſt... common equity , A: 
—"#5-- 16- 5 What the end , is. which 
*"#hey propound unto themſclyes. in ta-. 
king this courſe? whether it be for light. 
only 2.-or, tax. the-nullifying of the cen- 
{ure by the power of others ? If the -for- 
mers they cannot ſafely conclude "any 
thing, , altera arte inaudits ,, remnem- 
bring what S$oJomon faith , Prov. 18. 17: 
It the - latter , they mul.profels , that 
they haye no ſach Power butt all that 
they. can; do, 15, to jfiform..thernſelves' 
from the Church, whether ther report 
be true, or not and to give ſuch ad- 
viſe frem Scripture, as the caſe requires: | 
according, to their iudgement , exhort- 
2ug them 10 the mean ſpace, to. at- } 
YT 3 tend 
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tend the Rule m Memberlike fab | 
on to the Power of their Church , accords 
ing to G 

| Deſt. But ſuppole that the party cen- 
.. 4 ſured think he can prove that he is , 
wronged ; is there no courſe to be taken 3 
for the freeing of him from a ſentence | 
that is unjuſt in his apprehenhion ? 

Auſw. It he hath held forth convin- 
cing light ( as he conceiveth ) to the 
Church, to prove that he is wronged , 
and hath waited patiently for. redrets , 
but can find none, and therefore defireth 
to joyn with ſome other Church 3 he 
may remove his dwelling, if no other 
Church bs in the ſame place, or, without 
that, it there be, and he may offer hims 
ſelf to their fellowſhip , making known 
to them his caſe. It, in other reſpedts, 
they approve him, as one , whoſe, fellow- 
ſhip with thcm would be helptul, or comes 
fortable to them 3 they will acquaint the 
Church, whence he came, with his de- 
fire, and crave their advice, which will 
draw from that Church a full Narrative 
of his Caſe : Upon examination whereof 
theſe, who defire his fellowſhip, wil 
labour with him , to further his repent- 
ance, and his holding it forth to the 

PR ſatif- 


init Li At 0 ba 
WEN > Entuaion of - that offended Church, 
| according to Rule 3 which being done, 
the Church that was offended will be 
reconciled to him, and forgive him, and 
confirm their love t6 him, in the Lord , 
and recommend him to that fellowſhip 
where he deſires to ſettle. Burt, if they 
will not 3 the Church that hath thus far 
laboured in the buſineſs , will acquaint 
other neighbour-Churches with the mat- 
tex, and crave their advice , who find- 
ing, either that the Church did crr in 
- Jridgement , or that the Delinquent hath 
fatishcd the Rule - of Repentance , will 
fgnite their apprehenſions to both the 
Churches,. and accordingly the party 1s, 
Either releaſed by the one, or received 
by the other , cach of them preſerving 
ts Church-power in re propria, accord- 
* Ing to: their light , maintaining fill 
Church-Communijon , notwithſtanding 
their different apprehenſions touching | 
this matter. - 4 
2. If the cafe be reductble to what 
1s noted in the third Corollary, there you 
-may- find a ſufhcient Remedy preſcribed, 
according to Congregational Principles, 
without his remove. | 
: -3+ In ſomg Caſes, a miſchigf is to be 
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d. yers ſpeak. Better it is that” the Chard? 

Je want a Remedy for a Caſe that may not. 

d happen in a mans lite, than to be under - 

, the continual droppings of Claſhcal Ju- 

p riſdidtion over them in all Caſes, 

y 4. We have - formerly proved, that A 
IC Claſſical Jurifdiction is {o far from being 
it helpful to Churches , that wc truſirates 

(= Chriſts grant oft Power to particaizr 

= Churches in re propride | 
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